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ACROSS THE 


Sdiisi Lick 


Teo the Head of the Family: The love of 
home and family is precious to all of us. All too 
soon comes the day of parting—all too soon chil- 
dren, grown up, leave to hew to a line of their own. 

The years are so short. The opportunities to 
strengthen and secure family bonds that bring 
happiness and joy and just the satisfaction of 
having each other are, after all, so few. 

Thus so happily fitting it is that Christmas 
should be made the most important and precious 
time of the year for knitting family ties into a 
finer and more intimate fabric. Christmas gifts 
that strengthen family bonds, that help the 
group of dear ones to think as one, are above 
and beyond any other material things in their 
contribution to comfortable family life. 

Now, the larger hopes of man are family hopes. 
And they’re consistently fine and big and gen- 
erous, for in every man’s heart there’s a latent 
want—a demanding desire—to do something 
more, something bigger and better for his family; 
to make the home a better place in which to live 
a family life. 

At no time of year does this desire spring to the 
surface with more warmth of feeling than at 
Christmastime, when with pleasant glow we con- 
template the pleasure its fulfillment would bring 
to our loved ones, and to ourselves—for the inner 
fire of happiness burns brightest in the giver. 

Perhaps this desire is for a new home. . . the 
transformation of the interior thru new furnish- 
ings and beautifying . the remodeling of a 
wing ... the creation of an outdoor living-room 
. . . new garden plantings. .. . 

Whatever it is, isn’t Christmas the time to 
place before the family your carefully consid- 
ered and definite plans—to say: “Here’s what 
we’ve long wanted, what we’ve always intended 
doing. Now we're really going to do it. That’s my 
Christmas gift to you’’? 

The import of the loveliness of the gift will 
show unmistakably in the shining eyes of your 
intimate little circle. 


Christmas Understanding: Mary L. Lew- 
is, Colorado Springs, Colorado, altho she won't 
know it until she reads this, has written some- 
thing for this page: 

It’s an old axiom that it’s the giving and not 
the gift that counts, and that Christmas gifts 
should be bestowed in love and with imagina- 
tion. It bears repeating—and let me illustrate: 

Before a Christmas party for the unfortunates 
of a “‘ poor farm,” the sponsoring committee of a 
civic club asked one old man what he wanted. 

**Lemons,” he answered without hesitation. 
*“Nothing but lemons. I haven’t tasted one for 
months.” 

When, on Christmas morning, he was handed 
his bag of lemons, he grasped it eagerly, his 
faded blue eyes alight and his thin, white face 
tense with anticipation. That his clothes were 
threadbare meant nothing. What mattered, and 
mattered enormously, was that his intense crav- 
ing had been recognized. 


ALITTLE OLD LADY ir he same institution, who 
wanted “a big box of ci.ocolates,” got the choco- 
lates, in a handsome box elaborately tied with 
ribbon. To the unseeing, a dress would have been 
more fitting and practicable, but it could never 
have brought the joy the candy gave. All her life 
she had longed for just such a box of chocolates. 

The wonder of it! To get what they wanted! 
There were understanding men on that committee. 

Just before Christmas two young women, both 


employed at good salaries, were discussing Christ- 
mas presents for their mothers. “I’m giving my 
mother some red roses, which she loves, and a 
bottle of perfume,” said one happily. “ What are 
you getting?” 

‘Nothing so frivolous,” the other replied, in 
self-righteous tone. “I’ve bought her a lovely 
linen tablecloth.” 

**A tablecloth! Does she want a tablecloth: 

“I don’t know, but we surely need it.”’. 

“But isn’t there some personal thing your 
mother wants?” 

The second girl laughed indulgently: “ Yes, 
she wants a gold thimble! Always, ever since I 
can remember, when we've asked her, she says, 
‘A gold thimble.’ Isn’t it ridiculous! She needs 
so many other things.” 

The wish for a gold thimble was a real and 
consuming desire—a symbol of unvoiced aspira- 
tions. Its possession alone would have been soul- 
satisfying, and the chores of mending and sewing 
would have been glorified by its use. The daugh- 
ter was denying herself a wonderful privilege 
thru her careless want of understanding. 

Why not give Mother a thimble if she wants it, 
or some other seemingly useless or extravagant 
gift—even if the whole family has to club to- 
gether to give her this one and only gift? Any 
sacrifice will appear as nothing in comparison to 
the happiness it brings. No matter what the gift, 
by providing what is keenly and poignantly de- 
sired, we shall increase the joy of others and of 
ourselves, and be in harmony with the true spirit 
of Christmas. 


»»? 


No Confliet: [vc presented two rather con- 
trasting ideas of Christmas-giving. One, the case 
for practical and“ worth-while” gifts of the bigger 
and more important type, is the reflective result of 
a conversation between two members of our staff 

one of those inevitable discussions that blos- 
soms each year when Christmas nears. The other, 
the case for sentimental giving, is the philosophy 
of a contributor. On the surface they seem to con- 
flict. But they don’t. Ours and yours is the task to 
make the theories work hand in hand—to give 
practically and serviceably when possible; but to 
give genuinely and with feeling, for sgntiment’s 
sake, always. 


Reunion: Somchow we're all a-twitter. It hap- 
pens, invariably, every year at this time. Winding 
up the work on our Christmas issue seems to 
bring it on. 

We don’t mean to be mysterious—it’s the 
thought of the annual Christmas party for the 
big family which is the Meredith organization— 
some 600 lusty Christmas cheerers. (Maybe we'll 
have space to tell you a// about it next year.) 
It’s just a typical Christmas party—like scores of 
other Christmas parties over this democratic 
land of ours. 

Yet we look forward to it probably more than 
to any other event. It’s one of the few times of the 
year when we can all get together. And, after all, 
isn’t Christmas really REUNION? Giving and 
reunion seem together to make the Christmas 
spirit that captures us all. And the spirit of Christ- 
mas is of a quality that overflows and effervesces. 

So it is at our reunion. We all have a grand 
time. Everyone wishes everyone else a Merry 
Christmas—innumerable times. And we all go 
home, anxiously anticipating on the morrow 
more of the joy that is . 


Christmas. ee. 


And the same to you! 
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Why send so much heat 
to the ceiling... you 
don’t live up there! 


SUPERFEX OIL 
HEATER DIRECTS 
HEAT TO THE 
“LIVING ZONE” 








Only the Superfex Heat-Di- 
rector gives you both circulating 
heat, which rises to ceiling and heats 
adjoining rooms (see dotted lines) 
and radiant heat (see arrows) which 
can be directed to floor or straight 
out to the “living zone!” 


rr 
This winter you can do without ashes 
and drudgery ... and cold, drafty floors! 
The new Superfex Heat-Director brings 
the comfort of modern oil heat to homes 
without central heating. It gives constant 
heat overnight. It’s economical, too . 
for it burns a wide variety of inexpensive 
fuel oils, available everywhere! Built to 
give years of trouble-free comfort. Sizes 
and prices to fill every heating need. See 
them at your dealer’s or send 


Aj the coupon for free booklet. 
She Wark bg Quality 


THE BEST WAY TO HEAT IS WITH OIL, 
AND THE BEST OIL HEATERS ARE— 


SUPERFEX 


OIL BURNING HEATERS 
A PRODUCT OF PERFECTION STOVE CO. 





PERFECTION STOVE COMPANY 
7605-C Platt Ave., Cleveland, O. 

| would like to know more about the advantages 
of the Superfex Heat-Director . . . also the Radiat- 
ing Heaters. Please send your free booklet. 


Nome 





St. or R.F.D. 





Post Office 





County State 

















By Harry R. O’Brien 


DP. J Yesterday, instead of keep- 
€c. ing up the work of mulch- 
ing the roses with soil, I went back 
to our ravine with Donald to saw 
wood. Well, last night it froze up 
hard. This afternoon when I tried 
to go on with the covering up, alas, 
the ground was too hard. Here and 
there I managed to scrape up enough 
loose dirt. But finally, with ground 
freezing harder and air getting de- 
cidedly chilly, I gave up and quit. 


There won’t be any 
Dec. 4 elaborate Christmas this 
year, it seems, now that I’ve added 
up bills to be paid shortly, analyzed 
statistically the current home eco- 
nomic horizon, and estimated future 
income—which didn’t take long. 





“6. «6eggs) «scrambled in 
warmed-over fried potatoes”’ 


But as Hamlet—or maybe it was 
Romeo—said: “If it has to be done 
—gosh, let’s get it done quickly,” or 
something like that. Anyhow, I went 
downtown this Saturday morning 
with the boys. 

After getting various needfuls here 
and yon, we went to the big new ten- 
cent store. David had to see this 
anyhow, for he’s an authority on 
ten-cent stores—has visited them 
from Fifth Avenue in New York 
City to Dallas and Seattle and 
Santa Barbara. So here he did the 
bulk of his Christmas shopping. I 
was successful in keeping the boys 
away from the toy department of the 
big department store down the street. 

Back home, I cleaned out ashes 
from the basement. Then I tackled 
the overhead storage space in the 
garage. You see, when I built the 
garage, I added enough space over- 
head to make a little room for stor- 
age, for indoor work, for a rainy- 
day playhouse for the boys. Once 
every three years or so, it needs reno- 
vating, and much raw material for 
the kindling pile can be discovered 
hidden there. 

Among other things, I threw away 
all the small tin cans I’ve been using 
for keeping such seeds as I save. I’ve 
decided that small bottles with fairly 
wide mouths are better. Inciden- 
tally, | don’t save as many seeds as 
some folks do. I know that some 
home seeds won’t be as good as 
those I can buy at the seedstore. 
Last summer, when I visited the big 


REG. U. 5S. PAT. OFF. 


wholesale seed ranches in California, 
I saw how these growers are par- 
ticular to grow each separate variety 
or color away from any similar 
kinds, so the bees can’t mix them. 
The fields are carefully rogued, too, 
and any off-color ones are pulled out. 

I do, however, often save seeds 
from perennial flowers that are 
species of which I have just one kind, 
or that I know from experience will 
come true. Also I save seeds some- 
times from mixtures of colors, where 
it won’t matter how much the bees 
do mix them up. But if I want pure 
colors, I aim to get such at the seed- 
store or order from a seed catalog. I 
don’t bother to save seeds either 
from hybrids that I know won’t 
come true. 


DP 5 I’ve been re-reading of 
ec. evenings a rose book that 


is most interesting. It is ““A Rose 
Odyssey,”’ written by the late Dr. 
J. H. Nicolas, whose untimely and 
unexpected death not long ago 
shocked the garden world. Doctor 
Nicolas—those of us who knew him 
always called him ‘“‘ Nick”—was on 
the way to being one of the great 
rose hybridizers of the world. Now 
he is gone. But in this, his last book, 
he has left us the story of his visits 
with European rose hybridizers and 
growers. It’s a great book, filled with 
interesting information and lore. 

I’ve been looking again, too, at 
that book about Christmas, written 
by Alfred Hottes, garden editor of 
Better Homes & Gardens. It’s all about 
Christmas wreaths and decorations 
and legends and songs and poems 
and stories—a storehouse of Christ- 
mas things. 


DP I The second Christmas 
ec. jaunt downtown came 


this Saturday morning, with just 
Donald along this time, so he and I 
could buy presents for David and 
Maggie. This afternoon it was cold. 
Say, brother, but it was cold. I was 
supposed to be working at my desk 
as an excuse for not getting out- 
doors. But Maggie and the boys 
were out to Grandmother’s. Sodon’t 
tell anybody, but I spent most of the 
afternoon in the living-room, listen- 
ing to“ Traviata” as it came over the 
radio from the Metropolitan Opera 
House in New York City. 


Once uponatime, many, 
Dee. /2 many years ago, a baby 


was ushered into this world in the 
spare bedroom of a little farmhouse 
down in Slabhollow. I was the little 
fellow and today is the annual recur- 
rence of the anniversary of this said 
event. 

As usual, some other people re- 
membered it. Mother K. sent over a 


of a Plain Dirt Gardener 


Caricatures by Tom Carlisle 





**Get out, you lazy cuss,”’ 
pesters my conscience 


big bundle of kindling for my study 
fireplace—and most welcome it was. 
Maggie baked a czke. Mother and 
Dad sent a check with instructions 
to get myself whatever I wanted. 
David drew me a picture. A number 
of folks who read the expurgated ex- 
tracts of this Diary that get pub- 
lished sent me greeting cards. 

There was a card from my good 
friend, R. Marion Hatton, secretary 
of the American Rose Society, that 
had printed on it that maybe some 
day my birthday will be celebrated 
as a holiday. I admit I was flattered 
by the thought. But frankly now, 
down deep in my soul, I have my 
doubts. 

There may be holidays for St. 
Valentine, and G. Washington, and 
St. Patrick, and Christopher Co- 
lombo—who thought the world was 
round—oh, but not for an ordinary 
PDG. If only said birthday came 
about the middle of April, it would 
not be such a bad idea at that. I 
think I’d be for it myself. It would 
give me an excuse to take a day off 
and make sure of getting the annual 
and perennial seeds sown at the 
right time. Maybe I'd finish rolling 
the lawn, too. Maybe all the dirt 
gardeners and the week-end garden- 
ers can find somebody whose birth- 
day ought to be celebrated in April. 


Dee. /6 Maggie was downtown 


this morning, doing 
some shopping of her own (I wonder 
what) and so I had to get my own 
lunch. And brother, what do you 
suppose it was, aside from warming 
over a bit of cold steak I found in the 
refrigerator? Well, one of my choice 
dishes is eggs scrambled in warmed- 
over fried potatoes. [ Turn to page 56 





**It’s in the Better Homes 
& Gardens Cook Book’’ 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 











Rolf Klep 






















d 

d 

f A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 

t. 

‘ Lord, give our hearts their youth at Christmastide: 

iS 

y Let us believe, as did the three who went 

ie 

d 

I To lay their gifts, their honor, and their pride 

W 
; ; Before a Child. We who have richly spent 

ie a 

g The coin of years need now replenished store 

rt 

a Of simple faith and hearts that seek the light. 

. 

R We, too, would stand beside an open door, 

T To see the glow that circled earth’s deep night. 

n 

u 

¢ Lord, help us find again the long-lost way he 
ie 

. That led to wonder: in the welcome glow yt 
0) 


From friendly windows, something of the gay 
Comradely spirit that we used to know. 
The Star shines on for those with eyes to see: 


A finite gleam toward all infinity. 


—Eleanor Alletta Chaffee 






BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, DECEMBER, 1938 










8 


REG. t 8. PAT. OFF. 








It's News to Me! 








Four. utensils in one, this cooker is a 
deep-fat fryer, 214-quart covered sauce- 
pan, 1)4-quart casserole (the inset pan), 
and a double boiler. So versatile! [ Wear- 
Ever 4 Star, $2.50. The Aluminum Cook- 
ing Utensil Co., New Kensington, Pa. ] 





Beckon the Yule spirit with 
this Christmas vigil bell. Of 
solid, white wax, with painted 
holly, it’s about 5 inches across, 
will burn for 15 hours. | $1. Dan- 
iel Low & Co., Salem, Mass. ] 


Select gift papers suited to the recipi- 
ent! Here a child’s ‘“‘rocking-horse”’ pat- 
tern and the masculine “tailored stripes” 
are from Dennison. The gummed initial 
seals are made by Norcross and sold in 
stores and shops selling Norcross products 


So easy to select, holiday birds come 
top-grade, packaged in Cellophane, quick- 
frozen, completely ready to cook. Fowls 
are marked—as “‘roasters,”’ “fryers’’—for 
choosing one tailored to the meal plan. 
[ One packer is Armour & Co., Chicago ] 





> Where gas is your fuel, a forced-air 
circulating heater, styled for the living- 
room, solves the heating problems 
in temperate climate or in a small 
home. It comes assembled, is 26 x 161% 
inches, 40 inches high, has a thermo- 
stat. A fan in it circulates winter heat, 
cools in the summertime. [ Janitrol, 
approximately $200 installed. Surface 
Combustion Corp., Toledo, Ohio ] 


> For less than 50c at grocers, a 
pound-size fruit cake is ready-baked, 
vacuum-packed in a round tin 5 inches 
across. It’s decorated with cherries and 
almonds, and generously filled with 
zood fruits, peels, and nuts baked in. 
Dromedary, The Hills Bros. Co., 110 
Washington St., New York City ] 


> Small but mighty are a quarter- 
inch electric drill and a compact elec- 
tric grinder with 5 accessories, all in a 
metal kit, $14.95. They’re for the 
home-craftsman or for your favorite 
tinkerer in his work with wood and 
metal about the house and car. [ No. 
250; Speedway Mfg. Co., Cicero, Il. ] 


> A glass plant shelf to be sus- 
pended in the window is cradled in 
two metal bands that wrap under it 
and are attached with two screws to 
the sash at center of a double-hung 
window. Thus the shelf rises with the 
lower sash. [ The 15 4-inch bands with 
20- x 4-inch glass cost $1.50. The Win- 
doshelf Co., 826 E. Big Bend Blvd., 
Webster Groves, Mo. ] 


> As feeder tray for a long-eared 
dog, twin ivory enameled bowls, 5 
inches across, are set into joined metal 
holders and are planned to keep his 
ears out of the dinner; $2.25. If Fido’s 
ears are no problem, a table-like model 
is now made with suction cups, non- 
skid; $1.35. [Doggy-Dyners, Justrite Mfg. 
Co., 2061 Southport Ave., Chicago ] 


> A new-old foot-rest that men es- 
pecially seem to like is made of wood 
mortised and pegged in the shape of 
the letter ““T”’, has leatherette uphol- 
stering. In use, the ““T” balances on 
one edge of its horizontal member, and 
the normally vertical board slants with 
the user’s legs. [““T”’ Stool, $5.75. Percy 


BETTER FOODS & EQUIPMENT @ Helen Homer 
BUILDING & REMODELING @ John Normile 


Watt Hood, Gloucester, Virginia ] 


> Howcan household pencils walk 
away from their post when they come 
marked “‘desk,” “telephone,” “‘bridge,”’ 
“kitchen,” and “library,” as clue to 
where they belong? [ A dozen pencils 
with these assorted markings, 75c. Ab- 
bott Pencil Co., 72 Hillcrest, Grosse 
Pointe, Mich. ] 


> A dressmaker’s sewing set of 5- 
inch light sewing scissors, 7-inch bent- 
handle shears, and 34-inch embroi- 
dery scissors, all in a leather case, has 
appeal for the busy woman who likes 
to sew for her home. [ No. 3B, $6.95. 
J. Wiss & Sons Co., Newark, N. J. ] 


> Sleck stainless-steel skewers, 514 
inches long, to hold alternate morsels 
of meat and vegetable (as of onion) to 
broil and to serve, are built for endur- 
ance. They have ornamental heads, 
come 4 in a transparent tube to keep 
handy. [ No. 470, 50c. Michigan Wire 
Goods Co., Niles, Mich. ] 


>» A table-top oil range has conven- 
ient oven-burner set. The two burners 
placed under the oven, and the sepa- 
rate, one-gallon oven reservoir along- 
side are mounted on a removable slid- 
ing base concealed by a door just be- 
low the oven door. Open this lower 
door, slide forward the base to light 
the oven burners or to remove them 
for cleaning. Lift out the oven burner 
assembly and with a folding stove 
frame (at small extra cost) use as an 
incidental stove for laundry or cot- 
tage. [ R-868, $105. Perfection Stove 
Co., Cleveland, Ohio ]} 


>» To help you shop accurately, 
there’s a purse-size memorandum 
book all charted for listing the sizes 
of garments and accessories worn by 
family and friends and for other bits 
of information. [ A Line on My Family 
and Friends, 56c. Elizabeth Krakau, 
Box 2378, Cleveland, Ohio ] 


> Noneed to reach for a second scrap- 
ing tool when dishwashing with the 
food scraper that’s new. Its metal 
handle has a revolving blade, half of 
it rubber to remove soft substances, as 


gravies, and the second half a steel 
blade for scraping away burned foods. 
[ Ful-scrape, 20c. Fulton Products Co., 
125 W. 33rd St., New York City ] 


> Complete clothes-closet equip- 
ment, all in one folding metal unit, 
to be installed with four screws, costs 
$3 a lineal foot, and standard lengths 
are 2, 3, or 4 feet. From the top down, 
the unit includes a shelf 12 inches 
deep, a ventilated hat shelf, a slanted 
shoe shelf, plated steel bar for gar- 
ments on clothes hangers, and, at the 
right and left—to the 12-inch depth 
of the fixture—tie and belt racks. You 
may have the unit made to exact length 
to fit any wall. | Vogel-Peterson Co., 
Inc., 1801 N. Wolcott St., Chicago } 


>» To put the bend in the rotary egg- 
beater, instead of in your wrist, a mod- 
el now has a handle that adjusts with 
a bolt to the angle that suits you. Made 
of stainless steel, it’s geared to be 
noiseless and designed tc beat even a 
single egg white. [ Wonder, $1.95. Gillan 
Sales Co., 1355 Market St., San Fran- 
cisco, Calif. ] 


> Arubber bathroom rug, in white 
or pastel, suggests crepe padded and 
quilted into waffle design. Each square 
in the “quilting” is a tiny air pocket 
making the mat soft to step upon. [ 18- 
x 27-inch, $1. I. B. Kleinert Rubber 
Co., 485 Fifth Ave., New York City ] 


> We're enjoying new family fireside 
games while we toast our toes: 

Vox Pop (“What do you know?” 
game) amuses even a group, has ques- 
tions so varied that all know some 
answers. It is based on a famous radio 
program. [ 50c. Milton Bradley Co., 
Springfield, Mass. | 

Tiddle Tennis, a card-table game, is 
miniature tavle tennis, with plastic 
disks snapping over a cardboard net, 
on a 1- x 2-foot green felt court. [ 50c. 
O. Schoenhut, Inc., 2001 E. Hagert 
St., Philadelphia, Pa. ] 

Peg Chow keeps a twosome or three 
or four persons busy leaping colored 
pegs around on a game board. Telka, 
in which your pegs are captured, is 
fun on the same board. [ $1 or $1.50. 
Parker Bros., Inc., Salem, Mass. ] 


BETTER GARDENS ® Alfred Carl Hottes 
HOME FURNISHINGS ® Christine Holbrook 





This felt-base rug map of the 
United States is a smooth, clean floor- 
covering, cheerfully educational. In the 
whoopee room or sunroom, it’s a conver- 
sation piece that inspires travel talk. 
[Quaker,6 x 9 feet only, $5 or less in stores. 
Armstrong Cork Co., Lancaster, Pa. ] 





Nested mahogany trays hold sterling 
silverware, to buy as a place setting at a 
time, and make the family 
holidays and anniversaries. 
sets one place at table. [ Patterns, $16.75, 
up, a tray. Watson Co., Attleboro, Mass. | 


ift marking 
ach trayful 





Pre-shrunk, wool-felt baby shoes, with 
removable insoles, wash beautifully. 
White or harmless tints, they’re shaped to 
stay on baby! [ $1 a pair in stores. Baby 
Deer Div., Trimfoot, St. Louis, Mo. ] 
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Life begins 
with 


VITAMINS 











Wonders can happen - to you. Wonders of feeling 
well, looking well — of being awfully glad you're 
alive. Vitamins can be the secret. Which 
vitamins? All those vitamins that you may need. 


Vitamins Plus once a day is the vitamin routine 
complete. In two tiny, easy-to-take capsules it 
Supplies vitamin groups A, B, C, D, E, G and, for 
plus effectiveness, it also contains liver extract 
and iron. 


Combat the strain of everyday modern living —- be 
avery charming person to know. Vitamins Plus 
- a 24 days’ supply - 2.75 


=< SCC OC OOO 


HOW TO GET VITAMINS PLUS, INC., 370 LEXINGTON AVE., N. Y. C. 
VITAMINS Pius 











ere Ee 0 Oe aoe ep Please send me your booklet, 
ply of Vitamins Plus “What can I expect from vitamins?” 


VITAMINS Plus is on sale at () send my Vitamins Pius ©. 0. D. 
stores. if you do not at once 


find VITAMINS Plus in your 








Street 


City State 
city, mail coupon at right! IN CANADA: $2.75 — McGILLIVRAY BROS., Ltd., TORONTO 
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CHRISTMAS ¥ 


ae 


By Alfred C. Hottes 


Associate Editor, Better Homes & Gardens 


Did you know that we have a National 
Christmas Tree? It’s a giant sequoia 
in General Grant National Park, 
California. Scores of pilgrims trudge 
thru the snow each Christmas Day to 
visit this aged monarch of the forest 
and sing carols at its 40-foot base 








x» 
Across a Nation 


This is how we celebrate the Nativity from one end of the land 


to the other. The gay festivities and the quaint customs are as 


interesting and varied as the many lands in which they were born 


E cibiietasie comes to this America of 
ours from almost as many lands as we have 
peoples. It’s a glorious potpourri of the 
world’s best-loved customs, brought here 
by our forefathers and observed, with only 
slight modification, down thru the years. 

Some of the customs have been adopted 
by whole communities and given unique 
twists. Others have never reached the 
great melting pot that would make them a 
common heritage. They remain provincial, 
and to most of us strange and foreign. 

In New York, for example, the Dutch 
begin to celebrate on December 5. Vir- 
tuous St. Nicholas, patron saint of chil- 
dren, mariners, pawnbrokers—and even 
thieves—rides about on a white horse in 
Holland and presents gifts to the children. 
Awed or openly skeptical, but all tickled 
pink, they fill their wooden shoes with hay 
for the horse. 


ST. NICHOLAS, you know, came to 
America with the Dutch. His name was 
Santa Nikalaus then, and according to the 
old Dutch custom he was a tall, thin, aus- 
tere old sobersides. In direct, hard-bitten 
young America, tho, he picked up a new 
alias, Santa Claus, and began to kick up his 
heels and get fat. Washington Irving, no 
splinter of a man himself, wrote of him as 
a chubby, jolly fellow. Dr. Clement C. 
Moore, in *‘ T'was the Night Before Christ- 
mas,” described him as having ‘“‘a broad 
face and a round little belly that shook, 
when he laughed, like a bowlful of jelly.” 
And then later Thomas Nast, that great 
cartoonist, creator of the Tammany Tiger, 
the G. O. P. Elephant, and the Democratic 
Donkey, depicted him as the merry, ro- 
tund fellow whom we recognize on sight. 








Putzing in Pennsylvania Down in 
eastern Pennsylvania among the Penn- 
sylvania-Dutch many a solid living-room is 
transformed into an elaborate Christ-in- 
the-manger scene—a putz, they call it. 
Along with this manger there’s a great 
snow-blanketed landscape. Little horses, 
all in scale, go clipping along the roads, and 
all sorts of animals scamper and lumber 
across the fields. ‘The families have handed 
down many of these little critters since 
great-grandfather’s day, and they lovingly 
get them out of cotton year after year. 

These good Pennsylvania-Dutch neigh- 
bors make the rounds Christmas week, 
punching doorbells and admiring each 
other’s putzes. Such visitors are sure to re- 
ceive a few cookies and a cup of coffee, a 
bit of Lubkuchen made from honey, Pfef- 
fernusse containing pepper, or Sprengerle 
cookies that must be dunked in coffee be- 
cause they’re rock-hard when fresh. 

Up in Boston’s aristocratic old Beacon 
Hill section almost everybody gets up elabo- 
rate window decorations and brings out 
all the family heirlooms—the delicately 
carved Madonnas, the rich tapestries, the 
silverware handed down from great-great- 
grandfathers who dumped British tea in 
the Boston Harbor. Then automobiles are 
barred from the streets and the populace 
goes wandering thru them, singing carols, 
calling on friends, and watching their 
breaths sharp and white in the night, and 
listening to the crunch of snow underfoot. 


America’s Official Christmas Tree 
Three thousand miles across the country, in 
California, in General Grant National 
Park, is a great sequoia, a tree so high that 
if it stood on an island at the base of Nia- 





**The Pinata is broken and there’s a mad scramble for the gifts”’ 
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gara Falls, it would tower 100 feet above 
them, a tree with a trunk broad enough to 
fill a 40-foot city lot. Someone officially 
proclaimed it the nation’s Christmas Tree 
in 1925. Each year since, at high noon on 
Christmas Day, there has been a ceremony 
at the foot of this aged monarch, and scores 
of pilgrims trudge up thru the snow to sing 
carols there. 

Farther south in California, at Altadena, 
there’s America’s wide-famed Christmas- 
tree row—a mile-long avenue of Deodar 
Cedars, all beautifully lighted. How the 
row came to be is interesting. A world 
traveler, one Captain Frederick J. Wood- 
bury, saw the Deodar Cedars high in the 
Himalaya Mountains of India in 1882, and 
thought them so magnificent that he gath- 
ered seed and grew seedlings on his Cali- 
fornia ranch. His two sons transplanted the 
seedlings to each side of the mile-long 
drive leading to the ranch. Woodbury is 
gone now, the ranch is gone, the private 
drive is a public thorofare—and into Alta- 
dena, to gape and admire, pour the lean 
and the fat, the rich and the poor. 

Twenty-five hundred miles east across 
the nation, in Cleveland, the Girl Scouts 
trig up a little spruce tree each Christmas 
with food for the birds—a Scandinavian 
custom. They hang the tree with stars cut 
from bread, with strings of cranberries and 
popcorn, and little bags stuffed with suet— 
and they make quite a ceremony of it. One 
year this ceremony was based on the legend 
of St. Francis of Assisi, another year on an 
Indian legend. (Should you care to stage a 
similar event, you can obtain a script of the 
Indian pageant by writing Mrs. N. L. 
Hatchell, Charles Town, Jefferson County, 
West Virginia.) 

Down in Wilmington, North Carolina, 
Southerners celebrate, not under an ever- 
green, but under a giant Live Oak that 
drips sprays of Spanish Moss and multi- 
colored lights. This great tree has a branch 
spread of 110 feet, and both white and 
colored folk take part in a never-to-be-for- 
gotten Christmas celebration. 


In the Snowless South In some sec- 
tions of the South, Christmas is celebrated 
with the swishing and booming of fire- 
works. But even where there’s no snow, 
Santa wears the traditional ermine and 
red, and small children strain to hear the 
reindeer on the roof. Occasionally snow- 
men are made of cotton. 

Nowhere can you hope to find a gayer 
and more different Christmas than in San 
Antonio, Texas. It’s truly Old Mexico in 
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Log Rolling: Shortly before each Christmas at 

Palmer Lake, Colorado, an expert woodsman secret- 
ly fells a tree deep among the pines. Then, on December 22, 
comes the hunt for it by the young people of the community. 
It’s the privilege of the finder to ride the log down the moun- 
tain, towed by the other hunters. The celebration that follows 
is quite similar to that of Yosemite described in the article 


substance and in flavor. 
Things start Decem- 
ber 16. That day begins 
the nine-day Posadas. 
Remember the story of 
how Joseph and Mary 
went from crowded inn 
to crowded inn for nine 
days, then in despera- 
tion picked a likely sta- 
ble? So in San Antonio 
each night for nine days 
before Christmas, cou- 
ples representing Joseph 
and Mary go to the 
homes of their friends 
seeking shelter, but at 
each lantern-lighted 
door a hidden voice turns them away. 
There’s constant singing—verse after verse, 
without number—telling of the wandering 
of Joseph and Mary. When it gets late 
everybody goes home and goes to bed. 
Finally, on Christmas Eve, Joseph and 
Mary are taken in, and there are singing 
and feasting and highjinks. Things hit a 
high pitch about midnight, when it’s time 
to break the Pinata, a pottery jar filled with 
gifts and sweets and suspended in a door- 
way where blindfolded members of the 
party try to break it. Crash! Somebody’s 
connected, and there’s a scramble for gifts. 


Even more typical of San Antonio, still 
more primitive, being a hybrid of Indian 
paganism with Spanish christianity, is the 
Los Pastores (The Shepherds). Almost as 
solemn and reverent as the Oberammergau 
Passion Play, it begins about 8 o’clock in 
the evening and usually lasts until 1 or 2 
in the morning. 

All the 24 actors inherit their roles from 
fathers and grandfathers—a sacred heri- 
tage. The girl who plays Mary must be at 
least 12 years old, but must resign when she 
marries or reaches 20. 

Los Pastores opens Christmas Eve and 
runs for 24 nights. To give you an idea of 
what it’s like: An angel appears before a 
group of shepherds to tell them of the birth 
of Christ. They’re awed, and their leader 
has quite a time convincing them the 
Messiah has come. Once convinced, they 
start for Bethlehem, are beset by eight 
devils who’ve also heard the news and see 
their prestige toppling. Outnumbered al- 
most two to one, the devils take a beating, 
and the shepherds, singing carols, proceed 
to Bethlehem, and shower gifts on the 
Christ Child. One shepherd, a sleepy fel- 
low, supplies the comedy. | Turn to page 38 








**The Los Pastores is 
typical of Christmas 
in San Antonio’’ 
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In Boston’s Beacon Hill section, many of 
the homes plan elaborate window deco- 
rations, and carolers wander thru the 
streets. Precious art treasures and gay 
lights are displayed inside the homes 





All Thru the House 


For a jolly old Christmas stoke up your imagination and let it 


shout a rousing, rollicking welcome to all your neighborhood 


A 

Old-fashioned is the profuse, almost 
cluttered trimming of this tree. In the 
big families of two generations ago the 
children delighted in lots of ornaments; 
and here’s a tip—they still do today. Fes- 
tooning strings here are popcorn. Most 
of the knickknacks, too, are dead white, 
for white heightens the woodsy green of 
the tree and the sheen of the glass balls 


“And they came with haste, and found > 


Mary and Joseph and the Babe lying in a 
manger... .”” Using straw and spare ever- 
green tips, give this age-old scene a 
new twist and three-dimensional reality 
by staging it like this on a hall table. 
A variety of evergreen textures enhances 
its beauty; fir, yew, and juniper were 
used here. Spruce sheds too rapidly 





a ae those who moan that the simplicity 
and fun of the old-fashioned Christmas 
have passed out of life remember that 
Christmas is largely what they make it. Let 
them remember that Christmas is senti- 
ment and reverence and faith in the good- 
ness of life, and that these can’t be bought 
ready-wrapped in Cellophane and deliv- 
ered to your door. 

Rather, they steal into our grown-up 
lives with the planning and making and 
doing of things. They come suddenly to 
those who stand in the frosty night and sing 
carols beneath hospital windows; to those 
who baste the fine-smelling turkey or goose 
or great joint in the kitchen oven; to those 
who string the lights and hang the greens. 

So let all those sobersides longing for the 
hearty, sincere, old-fashioned Christmas 
tastefully salt and pepper their homes with 
green and red and gold. Let them remem- 
ber that Christmas is essentially of the 
past, and that dressing it in chromium and 
stainless steel is sadly out of spirit. Let 
them turn up their sleeves and unleash the 
childlike joy suppressed in théir sometimes 
troubled, grown-up hearts. 


+ 

Light the way for a gift-stooped Santa with 
a red cathedral candle dancing its light 
against a green fanleaf palm. This idea is 
adaptable for a mantel, buffet, or console, 
or as a central unit in a larger decoration 





a 

Sprays of juniper peppered with 
gray eucalyptus pods—bayberries 
or juniper fruits do as well—give 
rhythm and distinction to the con- 
ventional wreath. As suitable as hol- 
ly for wreath-making today are fir, 
redcedar, boxwood, Spanish Moss, 
or whatever ingenuity suggests. 
Build wreaths on a stiff wire hoop 


Simple but effective indeed is this 
revolt from the usual door wreath. 
Symbols of holiday hospitality, the 
bells welcome yuletide guests to this 
door and then announce them with a 
merry jingle. To reproduce this ef- 
fect, merely tie the bells in a grace- 
ful line to a billowy branch of pine or 
fir and hang them from the knocker 


Double windows, an eternal problem, go Christmasy Unique is this over-door decoration made by cutting a 
with a couple of grapelike bunches of evergreens down wooden bowl in half, fastening one half to the top of 
the middle. Instead of blown-glass balls tied to the the casement, and filling it with pine cones and galax 
greens, you might use gourds, pods, or shellacked leaves or evergreens. If you like more color, lick red or 
fruits. Or a string of pine cones might please you here green star-stickers and paste them on the door panels 








A 





Search and you’re sure to find a few pine branches and cones with 
which to trick out this simple but striking arrangement. It’s ex- 
cellent silhouetted against the light of a window or placed so that 
at night it’s illumined, with a drawn curtain or a hanging as back- 
ground. Wire the cones where they appear to advantage. Extra hint: 
strings of pine cones are very nice for sprucing up doorways, too 


a 
Juvenileus tummyacheus was the 
name given this wreath at a 
Maryland evergreen show. It’s 
made of candy canes and gum- 
drops wired to a Cellophane-cov- 
ered circle of wallboard cut 
doughnut-shaped with a_ hole 
thru the middle. Use dark green 
Cellophane to wrap the bottom 
half of the wallboard, and white 
to wrap the top. Make the bow 
of gumdrops and paper-wrapped 
sticks of candy striped with red, 


white, and green. More colorful 
than wire for holding canes to tke 
background are Cellophane strips 


We don’t know how fat Santa is > 


to get in, but we know how he 
got where he is, and it’s very 
simple. Cut his image about 20 
inches tall out of heavy card- 
board, set him up on a rod out in 
the yard in a concealed spot, and 
put a 100-watt spotlight behind 
him so that it projects his giant 
shadow on the house. To adjust 
the size of the shadow, vary the 
distance between the light and 
the cardboard image and be- 
tween the image and house until 
you hit it right. Make the spot- 
light yourself out of a tall tin can 


a 

No sense in worrying about what’s to become of Tad and Sadie Whosis, 
the official greeters here, when it thaws; they’re built up of newspaper- 
stuffed flour sacks covered with cotton. You can tell by his silk topper that 
Tad is a gentleman, but Sadie doesn’t look quite bright to us, and we hope 
you'll do better by her—or at least dim the lights concealed by the ever- 
greens that wreathe the arch and accent the doorway, which is smart indeed 
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Raid your auto shop for an old 
glass battery jar or two—or get 
some similar deep, flat-sided glass 
containers. Inside these arrange 
pine branches and blown-glass balls 
and set the whole thing in a window 
where sunlight can knife thru it, 
backlighting the pine needles and 
striking fire to the balls. The 
whole effect is delightful indeed 


Ordinary candlesticks go gay on a mantel or table this way. Wrap a 
length of heavy copper wire around the candlestick throat and bend it 
S-shape. And on various lengths of tiny, coiled springs or Christmas 
cord dangle blown-glass tree ornaments and gold and silver stars that 
will scintillate in the candle’s yellow glow. Heavy candlesticks are best 


a 

Serene stands this Madonna on the fireplace mantel. Deli- 
cate angel figures worship at her feet. Foil rosettes stud the 
greens and softly light the figures. And note how the halo- 
like wreath of hawthorn fruits and holly unifies the compo- 
sition, ties the wall and figures together. Warning: don’t 
overdecorate a room. Choose a focal point, make it lovely 


A 

A minor but lovely note in the Christmas melody is this 
graceful spray of pine swinging a string of frosted lights 
or balls of cotton. Its uses are countless—arranged above a 
mirror or picture, over the fireplace, silhouetted across a win- 
dow, in a high doorway—any place that needs a dash of green 


One of those charming old-German customs America might 
well take to its bosom is making an Advent wreath. Hang the 
wreaths four weeks before Christmas and each day affix a 
new trinket to it. Children love this. They enter daily into 
its making; it visualizes for them the day-by-day approach 
of the great day. To make a wreath, cut foliage in 9- or 10- 
inch lengths, lay a bunch along a stiff wire hoop, wind a few 
turns of wire around it. Wire another bunch in place so that 
it hides the wired end of the preceding bunch—and so on 


Loo Al 





This portable machine sews forward 
or backward, has case with tray in 
the top for attachments. No. 221-1, 
$91.80 (West, slightly more). Singer 
Sewing Machine Co., New York City 


Make merry at meal or snack with the 
Toast ’n Jam set. For $17.95, this 
2-slice Toastmaster automatic toast- 
er, twin pottery jam dishes, and the 
tray. McGraw Electric Co., Elgin, Ill. 


America’s outstanding artists are de- 
signing for the factories of today. 
This Constellation bowl is an example. 
Usable for flowers, fruit, or salad; 
$5.50. U. S. Glass Co., Pittsburgh 


A practical gift, packed engagingly, is 
this boxed ensemble: 2 bath towels, 2 
terry face towels, and 2 wash cloths. 
See-Thru Box, $5.95. Cannon Mills, 
Inc., 70 Worth Street, New York City 


‘Towser’s tether: metal stake drives 
15 inches into ground; 8-foot snap- 
on chain turns on disk; there’s no 
tangling. Dog Anchor, $1.50. New 
England Bolt Co., Inc., Everett, Mass. 
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SUGGESTIONS 


FOR HOME AND FAMILY 


The items photographed are to be found in 
your own stores or your stores can order them 
(allowing two weeks for delivery) thru the 
sources listed with the descriptions. Due te 
geographical lecation, prices may vary 


slightly im different sections of the country. 


* 
CHECK LUST = Additional Gift 


, a Suggestions Not Pictured 


>. 4 Gardening: A living Christ- 





mas tree « Evergreens for founda- 


tion planting « Few plants of fa- 


vorite special flower +« Collection 


of herbs « Flowering plant + Few 


bulbs of amaryllis + Hedge for 


garden area « Present an order on 


a nursery for a tender, constant- 


blooming waterlily + Wheelbar- 


This compact, maple desk-chest is a 
gift for many rooms, supplies both desk 
and drawer space, $42.50; chair, $4.50. 
From Chesapeake group, Virginia- 
Lincoln Furniture Corp., Marion, Va. 


New Lido decorated model Silex coffee- 
maker has “Anyheet” temperature 
control, handle on each bowl; $9.95. 
Another new glass piece, this Pyrex 
teakettle, goes on the range; $3.25 


For memorable lessons in etiquette 
a 3-piece Food-Master baby set: Coro- 
nation (left), $2.50, for his junior 
majesty; Lady Hamilton, $3, for 
her young highness. Community Plate 


A basement utility 
shower, completely 
inclosed, 30 x 30 x 
76 inches, helps to 
keep upstairs bath- 
rooms neat. Weis- 
way Cottager, about 
$35 plus installation. 
Henry Weis Mfg. 
Co., Elkhart, Ind. 


Climbing Lily, or Gloriosa, bulbs are 
unusual. Potted in a sunny window, 
they climb strings, produce glorious 
scarlet and yellow flowers next sum- 
mer. Wayside Gardens, Mentor, Ohio 





Steak-server has vegetable compart- 
ments; Aristocraft, $11.50. Griswold 
Mfg. Co., Erie, Pa. A carving set, 
small knife for steaks, $2. Cattarau- 
gus Cutlery Co., Little Valley, N. Y. 


This living-room 

lamp is tagged a 

Blue-Ribbon 

winner for uniting 
French period de- 
sign, I. E. S. effi- 
ciency; $15. Mu- 
tual-Sunset Mfg. 
Co., Empire State 
Bldg., N. Y. City 


MY 


Flower-lovers’ buddies, welcomed by 
all who require a good trowel, hand 
hoe, cultivator, and miniature spad- 
ing fork; the set, $2.25. From the 
Union Fork & Hoe Co., Columbus, O. 


For the culinary miss, assemble this 
cooky-making set—measuring spoons 
and cups, fancy cutters, cooky pans. 
Wear-Ever, the Aluminum Cooking 
Utensil Co., New Kensington, Pa. 


To give comfort, this gas heater circu- 
lates warm air, is 14 x 5°54 x 14% 
inches high, white or walnut finish. 
No. 25-C, about $3.95, Armstrong 
Products Corp., Huntington, W. Va. 





row with removable sides « Lawn 


mower « Plant stakes « Collection 


of various sizes of garden labels « 


Hotbed « Electric hotbed « ities 


ry lawn-sprinkler « Underground 


watering system for the lawn « 


Flower containers- bowls and 


vases in pottery, glass, and cop- 


per « Flower pots of various sizes, 


glazed and unglazed « Garden 


fence, gate, pergola, arch, sun- 


dial, birdbath, gazing globe, gar- 


den chair. and shaded table « 


Tropical fish and an aquarium »* 


WIhtiie tm tict Mit) Seelam oixe 
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a. ok Hlome Furnishings: For the 


hall an electric clock, throw rug, 
lamrp, framed Audubon prints + 
In the living -rinee a hearth rug 
as a color note, andirons to catch 


fire glow, a reading-chair lamp, 


mirror to lighten a corner, fire- 


Books: 1001 Christmas Facts and Fan- 
cies, $2.50. The Garden Dictionary, 
$16.50. Poems, Garden Grace, $1.25, 
by Louise Driscoll. Diary to keep, A 
Year in My Garden, $1, Paul Dempsey 


a 


Only $16.50, this Kodak Bantam f. 5.6 
uses both black-and-white and Koda- 
chrome film (for color slides, to be 
viewed as they are or projected on a 
screen); case, $3.75. Eastman stores 





Every household needs to have a set 
of accurate, sturdy tools for fix-it 
jobs. Here 14 tools are stored in 
an oak chest. No. 904, $14.50, from 
Stanley Tools, New Britain, Conn. 


New lightweight Hoover Ensemble in 
brown is self-adapting to thick or 


thin rugs, no stooping or adjusting 
required; cleaner, $68; tools, $16.50. 
The Hoover Co., North Canton, Ohio 


For $1.35 plus 35c express, come six 
8-oz. assorted jars of such tropical 
fruit delicacies as kumquat preserves 
and mango marmalade. The 60 varie- 
ties include conserves and jellies. Bon- 
ita Fruit Preserving Co., Miami, Fla. 








Give a soft blanket, or pillow cases 
and sheets with colored borders and 
a monogram; Ronda blanket, $9. 
Chatham Mfg. Co., Winston-Salem, 
N. C. Sheet, Pepperell Mfg. Co., Boston 


So useful, so handsome, so inexpensive, 
this serving fork and spoon in Heir- 
loom Plate’s trim new Grenoble pattern 
solve a gift problem; each, $2.50. 
Oneida, Ltd., Oneida, New York 


side footatodhi small piano, a 
wastebasket + For a dining-room 
gift select table linens for all oc- 
‘asions, silver pieces, sideboard 
lamps, 6 crystal goblets, a china 
salad service (bowl and 6 plates) 
* In the bedroom a chaise 
longue, an easy chair, scatter rug, 


bedside lamp, comforter, mono- 


grammed bedspread, initialed 


Good garden tools for your friends! 
This Tip-Top tree saw, with 12-foot 
extension handle, and the long-handle 
pruner are each $3.50. A Snap-Cut 
pair: pruner and picker (which cuts 
and holds the flowers) is $1.50; the 
pruning shears are $2. All from Sey- 
mour Smith & Son, Oakville, Conn. 


A radio, encased in a 
mahogany end-table 
of fine old English 
type, has 5 tubes, 
push buttons for 6 


bed linens, an electric clock with 


te a , 
stations, < tuning 


ranges. No. 325-N, 
$99.50, F. O. B., from 
the Stromberg-Carl- 
son Telephone Mfg. 
Co., Rochester, N. Y. 


Santa totes a tubular, Chromsteel 
set. Porcelain table top and en- 
ameled chair seats and backs are 
in white or colors; 3 pieces, under 
$25. The Howell Co., St. Charles, Il. 
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Good-looking and popping with whole- 
family fun comes this electric corn- 
popper. It has a transparent glass 
lid and a measuring cup, $4.95. The 
Knapp-Monarch Co., St. Louis, Mo. 


\ , 





gentle alarm, a triple mirror * 


For the bathroom initialed tow- 


els, an amusing shower curtain, 


scale, clock, hamper, a mirror 





+ 
*y Building: Door-knocker «+ 


Door chimes « Kitchen-ventilat- 


ing fan « Corner china cupboards 


* 


or hanging glasscorner shelves for 


the dining-room + Double-com- 


partment kitchen sink + Auto- 


matic storage hot-water heater « 


Flexscreen—a pair of flexible woven- 
wire curtains for your hearth! If 
built-in, they recess when out of 
use; 24-hour shipping service, Ben- 
nett Fireplace Co., Norwich, N. Y. 


What roasts, bakes, stews, broils? 
This electric roaster. Fill it brim- 
ful for hungry hordes or serve a two- 
some; $29.95; broiler, $7.95. The Gen- 


eral Electric Co., Bridgeport, Conn. 


Give music! This compact instrument, 
11 x 154% x 9% inches, combines a 
Victrola with 5-tube radio, plays 
full-size records. RCA Victrola U-111, 
$39.95; RCA Mfg. Co., Camden, N. J. 





Jot telephone numbers in a Zephyr 
Autodex that opens by means of a 
sliding guide and push button to the 
initial you want; $2.65. From Auto- 
point Co., 1801 Foster Ave., Chicago 


English Cottage wren- 
house, of redwood, 
has copper roof, in- 
sulated for coolness. 
The four rooms are 
planned for rearing 
broods in fresh nests. 
Floor is removable; 
$5. Joseph H. Dod- 
son, Kankakee, IIl. 


Silver indispensables, a pair of com- 
ports, 74-inch diameter, for flowers, 
fruits, sweetmeats! First Love pat- 
tern, 1847 Rogers Bros.; each, $7.50. 
From the International Silver Co. 


An ideal gift is this 6- x 5-inch elec- 
tric or 8-day clock. The frame, of 
polished gold plate, bronze dial, 
has easel support; $6.95. Yukon, Seth 
Thomas Clocks, Thomaston, Conn. 


For uncertain dinner hour an electric 
Serverette keeps the food warm over 
hot water. Use its 2 oven-glass inset 
pans for baking the food; $12.50. Man- 
ning, Bowman & Co., Meriden, Conn. 





Water-softener «+ Built-in mail- 


box or package-receiver. + Lino- 


leum or rubber tile for the en- 


trance-hall floor and_ kitchen 


counters « Attic-ventilating fan + 


Bathroom lavatory + Overhead 


bathtub shower « For the bath- 


room, too, wainscoting of glass 


or ceramic tiles or baked-enamel 


wallboard « Glass or chromium 


towel bars, robe hooks, soap- 


holder. mirrored-door medicine 


cabinet, matched hanging bath- 


room shelves « Chromium closet 


fittings—shoe rack, sliding 


clothes carriers. hat-holders «+ 


Full-length mirror for bedroom- 


closet door « A device to cut off 


uncomfortable drafts. fitted to 


the bottom of bedroom and out- 


side doors « Storm sash with a 


ventilating device +« Overhead- 


en? 


Give electric-mixer attachments. Left, 
with the Sunbeam Mixmaster we 
show: silver-polisher, 75c;  knife- 
sharpener, $3.50; bean-slicer, $2. With 
the Hamilton Beach mixer, we show: 
vegetable-slicer and shredder, $4; 
meat-grinder and chopper, 


Lovely to look at and useful to own, 
this exquisite silver plate is for 


long years of service as a sandwich 
and cake plate; $5. No. N6497, Wal- 
lace Silversmiths, Wallingford, Conn. 


( 


For travel, a luminous-dial alarm 
clock, 3% inches high, has shutter 
front to protect it in a valise jam- 
ful: $3.95. Westclox, La Salle, Ll. 


To brighten a hall 
or dark corner of a 
Colonial room give 
this mellow-finish 
maple table and mir- 
ror. Table, No. C- 
3416-G, $11.95; mir- 
ror, C-3293, $16.95. 
Heywood-W akefield 


Co., Gardner, Mass. 


A small electric-heater, fan 


inside 


to circulate the warmed air! Arvin 
50, $4.95; west, $5.95. Noblitt-Sparks 
Industries, Inc., Columbus, Ind. 





type garage doors «+ To be built 


in near the curb. wrought-iron 


Give packets of flower seeds to your 
friends. For specialists you might 
choose a particularly choice variety, 
and for novices select what you think 
they need to start a small garden 


house numbers ¢ Fiberboard pan- 


Need another chair? This walnut, 
upholstered piece, marked by simplic- 
ity, fits many settings. Esquire, 
$49.50, plus freight. S. Karpen & 
Bros., 636 W. Cermak Road, Chicago 


eling to finish an extra room 





+ 
+k Kitchen Equipment: An au- 


Ifa friend is an enthu- 
siast for any particu- 
lar, flower, may we 
suggest you take out 
a yearly membership 
in the specific na- 


tomatic timer « A juice-extractor 


tional society? He will 
receive the group’s 
essential publications 


and a wall-bracket ice-crusher « 


Smooth a gift worry with this quick- 
heating iron. It has thermostatic, 
finger-tip control for all fabrics, and 


a permanently attached electric cord. 
; Westinghouse Adjust-o-matic, $8.95 
Matched saucepans + Covered r 


bean pots, individual casseroles « 


A cleaver « Set of knives, kitch- 


en shears -* Let Santa start the 


add-a-unit kitchen plan, buy- 


A new lace dinner cloth is sure to be 
a household delight. This is ecru 
color, Princess Royal pattern, 72 x 90 
inches; $9. It is a spun rayon. From 
the Scranton Lace Co., Scranton, Pa. 


ing, in consecutive years accord- 


Defy the climate—give a small green- 

house to keep the garden going thru 

the year! This one, seen in Middle- we 

bury, Conn., built by Lord & Burn- ing to your needs, a refrigera- 
ham Co., Irvington-on-Hudson, N. Y. 


To please any mem- 
ber of the family, give 
this mahogany, open- 
shelf bookcase that 
fits into almost any 
room, takes little 
floor space; No. 4, 
$32.50. Drexel Furni- 
ture Co., Drexel, N.C. 


tor and near-by cabinets, a range 


center, a sink and dishwasher > 
A stunning, semi- 
spherical hanging 
basket for growing 
plants comes from 
Revere Brass & Cop- 
per, Inc., of Rome, 
N. Y.; $4. It’s avail- 
able in gift shops and 
also from good florists 


VIatched kitchen towels ¢« Cook- 


ing thermometers « Fitted picnic 


basket « For baby’s mother, a 


bottle-warmer and a porringer to 


heat first solids « A cheese plate 


For those who enjoy the unusual, this 
luncheon set of 4 vegetable plates 
and covered muffin dish promises to 
satisfy; plates 55c each, muffin-server, 
$2.25. Vernon Kilns, Los Angeles 


Gaily embroidered in bright colors, ‘ , 

these bridge or breakfast sets, in- and a slicer « Rack of unusual 
cluding cloth and 4 napkins, should 

bring delight; 69c a set. Daleo Mfg. 

Co., 352 4th Ave., New York City 





> | spices, a pepper mill, a packet of 
a herbs « Triple-sift flour sifter « 


Square canisters «+ Nut-cracker « 


Fido’s: rubber bath spray-and-brush, 
$1.50; Scotch plaid leash, $1.65; a 
matching dog collar, $1.35; leather 
shoes for tender paws, $1. All plus 
postage. Younker Bros., Des Moines 


These charming Chippendale mahog- 
any shelves are for that empty wall 
space. Or they can even be placed on a 
desk or a chest; No. 759, $47. Herman 
Miller Furniture Co., Zeeland, Mich. 


Vledium-size tray + Step-stool 
- A bright red mixing bowl with a 
convenient handle « Kitchen radio 


. 
> " _ For Somebody's let: Cedar- 





The First Love pattern, famous in ized, colorful mattress «+ Plaid 
silverware, is etched in glass in this 
square salad plate and goblet; 6 salad 
plates, $7.50; 6 goblets, $5.25. Duncan 
& Miller Glass Co., Washington, Pa. raincoat « Wool blanket for bed To brighten even a modest kitchen or 
bathroom, stainless steel in light 
sheet or tile form, for wainscoting 
or counters, is available. Ludlite, Lud- 


lum Steel Co., Watervliet, N. Y. 


A 


Period-style bird 

cages, as Sheraton, 

Duncan Phyfe, Mod- or car *¢ Duplex dog-stripper + 
ern! Pictured: an 
Early-American with 
honey-maple frame, 
pewter bars. With 
matching stand, $23. 
Made by the Andrew 


*Y"’ leash for two dogs « Lock- 


B. Hendryx Co., New 


Haven, Connecticut 


Select a good lithograph or etching. 
Grant Wood’s “January” and Doris 
Lee’s “Winter in the Catskills” (and 
others), $5 each, have won unusual 
honors. Associated American Artists, 
420 Madison Ave., New York City 


A basement incinerator of 2-bushel 
capacity includes separate compart- 
ment for garbage disposal, no odor. 
Cinator, about $59.50 installed. Re- 
nown Stove Co., Owosso, Mich. 





and-key for dog’s collar + Com- 


bination sterling silver name 


plate and lock + W ool sweater for 


short-haired dog « Terrier’s trim- 


ming chart « Comb-and-brush 


set «+ Chromium nail clipper « 


Dog candy + Catnip mice « Cat- 


nip-saturated scratching posts ° 


Special comb for long-haired cats 


* Belled cat-collar, for bird protec- 


tion « An outdoor bird feeder 


Tuck a growing plant 
into the copper com- 
partment of this ma- 
hogany occasional 
table to complete a 
unique gift. The table, 
No. 1264, costs $17.- 
50. From the Impe- 
rial Furniture Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Sparkling crystal candlesticks and a 
bowl] are useful in every home. This 
lovely new Antoinette pattern bowl is 
$9; the candlesticks, $6 a pair. Cata- 
ract-Sharpe Mfg. Co., Buffalo, N. Y. 


This insulated, enameled-metal box 
is a weatherproof place for your milk- 
man to leave his wares; $1.75 to $2.10. 
The Perfection Mfg. Co., 2701 N. 
Leffingwell Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 





A For Christmas-giving we suggest house plants. Tho 
not expensive, they spread cheer long after other 
gifts are forgotten. Give unusual and easily grown 
varieties in containers decorated for the day. To 
make this fat, jolly peperomia (shown above) fes- 
tive, we’ve pasted a snowman silhouette and stars 
on the pot, and now it looks like Santa’s own plant. 


By Fae Hutitenlocher 


Associate Editor, Better Homes & Gardens 


A Give a Rose Geranium for the bedroom, 
where its primness and fragrance lend an old- 
fashioned atmosphere. To encourage a com- 
pact, symmetrical, many-branched growth, 
give every admiring friend a slip. The Rose 
Geranium doesn’t flower much, enjoys a daily 
sunbath, and water every two or three days. 


A Decorative and easy to grow, the starlike um- 
brella-plant has a very modern mien. For more 
of that Christmas flavor, stick gummed stars 
and other yuletide symbols on striped, white 
pots. Stationers sell these stars in a variety of 
colors and sizes. Keep the umbrella-plant quite 
wet; during the summer, plant it in a large pot 
and set it in the pool outdoors with the crown 
just below the water. There its umbrellas grow 
quite tall and are nice to cut for porch arrange- 
ments. In the fall the plants should be cut back, 
divided into several pieces, repotted, and shared 
with friends. Incidentally, the cat loves to chew 
it. One old lady in Ithaca, New York, buys a 
fresh, new plant every week for her cat to nip. 








A An incomparable gift for the plant connoisseur is 
the syngonium, a plant entirely new this year. It was 
hidden away in botanical collections until Carl C. 
Fraser, Brandenton, Florida, rediscovered it and 
brought it out as the cinderella-plant. Many florists 
now have it for sale. The foliage is an exquisite blend 
of gray-, olive-, and chartreuse-green. Varieties pic- 
tured are Ruth Fraser, Daphne, and Dot Mae. Be- 
cause syngoniums thrive with less light than flower- 
ing plants, we’ve used six of them here as a mantel 
decoration which will grow in beauty all the year. 





A For that Christmasy flavor, that final fillip, 
“package” your gift plants. We’ve added the 
holiday touch to this smartly striped, green and 
white pandanus, or screwpine, with a brilliant 
red Cellophane bow. In potting this plant, set 
t':e crown at or slightly above the surface of the 
soil or it will rot. When spraying, turn the plant 
on its side so water won’t settle in the crown; 
that, too, causes rotting. Next spring set the 
plant, pot and all, in the ground outdoors in a 
shady spot. Full sun burns variegated plants. 


A Another eminently fitting Christmas-gift plant 
is the St. Bernardlily (anthericum). It shoots 
up wands of starry, white blossoms, and its fo- 
liage is like a great rosette of gaily striped holi- 
day ribbon. It’s a good plant for the occasional 
table. After flowering, the stems produce young 
plantlets near the old blossoms, and soon these 
little plants pull the stems down; and then you 
have a splendid hanging-basket plant. A dozen 
or so young plants may be pinched off and 
potted, to grow into plants for the porch baskets. 
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Upright evergreens, 
such as the Irish Ju- 
€ niper and Hicks Yew, 
are likely to be spread 
open and broken by 
heavy snows unless 
they are bound to- 
gether with heavy cord 








«Clean your tools thoroly 
with emery paper, and to 
prevent rust, paint the 
metal parts with crankcase 
oil. Rust dulls tools, causes 


them to work very poorly 


DecemBer is never long enough to do all the 
garden work I’d like to do. What I mean is, you 
can often do more gardening in December than 
any other month by reading and learning. What 
a wealth of material is available! 

December is a time to enjoy your garden, too; 
in fact, you can enjoy it 365 days of the year. . . . 
How? By growing evergreen trees, shrubs, and 
garden flowers; by growing shrubs with colored 
twigs and berries. Even the twigs alone, with 
their brown and gray bark, make a picture. 


What te Do: Start reading—at least a few min- 
utes a day. What problems bothered you this 
last year? Look them up. May I especially rec- 
ommend “‘The Complete Book of Gardening,” 
by Leonard Barron (Doubleday-Doran); ‘‘ Gar- 
dening,”’ by Montague Free (Harcourt Brace); 
and “Garden Maintenance,” by Ortloff and 
Raymore (Macmillan). 

The old-fashioned practice of mulching lawns 
with barnyard manure has little to recommend it, 
for it’s unsightly, lots of unnecessary work, and adds 
thousands of weeds. It supplies little plant food. 

Prune summer-blooming shrubs any warm day 
this winter. Cut the oldest wood clear to the 
ground; but remember, shearing all branches 
back to equal height spoils the natural beauty 
of the shrubs. 

If you want to feel sympathetic and warm to- 
ward the world, feed the birds regularly; they 
need your help, especially in localities such as 
Maine, Minnesota, and Wisconsin, where snow 
covers much of the food. 

Downspouts from the roof, if allowed to pour 
water constantly on some shrub or evergreen, are 
likely to kill it unless it’s a native of swamplands. 

Go to your local greenhouse about a week be- 
fore Christmas to see the plants and flowers in 
bloom. It’s well worth the trip. For suggestions 
on how to make the plants look Christmasy, see 
the “‘ December Indoor Gardening Guide” on the 
opposite page. 

If you have a heavy clay soil, save your coal 
ashes and spread them over the surface for spad- 
ing in next spring. A 2- to 6-inch layer may be 
used provided it’s leached out by at least one or 
two heavy rains before turning it in. Wood ashes, 
however, if unleached, contain considerable pot- 
ash and should be applied only very lightly to 
avoid injuring your plants. 

It’s safe now to mulch your perennial border 
even in Paducah, New Albany, Indiana, and 
Wichita. Straw, cornstalks, salt marsh hay, or 
evergreen branches are all good, especially if 








Don’t shovel snow on top of your evergreens. 
You are sure to injure them. Rather, remove the 
snow during a storm by jarring the branches 


By Victor H. Ries 


held up off the tops of evergreen perennials. 
Peatmoss is excellent as a mulch provided it 
doesn’t cover the foliage. Foxgloves, Canterbury- 
bells, sweet-william, and similar plants prefer 
shading to anything else. Berry baskets, bushel 
baskets, or old crates make ideal shade and win- 
ter protection. The latest idea of using glass-wool 
batting is proving best of all, however. 


Evergreens: Altho average evergreens are per- 
fectly hardy, they do need a little attention dur- 
ing the winter. If newly planted this past year 
they may need watering, especially in cities such 
as Columbia, Missouri; Lexington, Kentucky; 
and Dayton, Ohio, where snow is relatively 
scarce. In Ithaca, New York; Madison, Wiscon- 
sin, and other cities where snowfall is ample, 
knock snow off evergreens or tie them up so the 
branches won’t break. Less hardy evergreens 
may be shaded with old Christmas-tree branches, 
burlap, cornstalks, or straw to prevent sunscald 
and winter injury. 


Trees: If any of your fruit trees, or their rela- 
tives, such as Flowering Quince or mountain- 
ash, have San Jose scale, spray them with oil or 
lime-sulphur. Use oil spray only when the tem- 
perature is rising and above freezing. Never use 
oil on maples; it usually kills them. 

Trees may still be planted in those localities 
where the ground may not have frozen, as Ports- 
mouth, Ohio; Morgantown, West Virginia; 
Wilmington, Delaware; and Evansville, Indiana. 

Prune low-hanging branches on maples this 
month; other trees may be pruned anytime this 
winter. 

In colder sections they may be planted, but 
with frozen balls of earth. Don’t forget to wrap 
the trunk with burlap from the branches to the 
ground to prevent sunscald as well as borers. 
This should be left on for two years. 


Growing Holly: Save a few of the seeds from 
your Christmas Holly. Remove the pulp from 
them and sow the seeds out-of-doors in a pot of 
soil. Leave there until spring. They should start 
coming up in April or May. This is a slow way to 
get holly trees, but it’s fun trying just the same. 


Winter Window Boxes: Winter window boxes 
are always enjoyable. Fill them with small plants 
of Norway Spruce, arborvitae, holly, Douglas- 
fir, redcedars, or some evergreen vine such as 
English Ivy, wintercreeper (Euonymus), or even 
periwinkle (Vinca minor). Add color with a few 
berried twigs, such as barberry, winterberry, or 
bittersweet. In warm sections of Kentucky, south- 
ern Indiana, and southern Illinois, boxwood, 
nandina, and Japanese Euonymus may be used. 


Pruning: Pruning is more than just cutting off 
branches. To do it properly, you must know 
something about the plant, especially its time of 
bloom, and its fruiting habit. In general, prune 
any shrub just after it has bloomed, so it may 


Better Homes & Gardens has published 95 fact-jammed booklets and leaflets on garden subjects. For a 
free, descriptive list of these, write 8412M Meredith Building, Des Moines, lowa, for Leaflet B-J-6. 
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develop buds for the next season’s bloom. But if 
it has decorative fruits, you may wish to wait and 
enjoy these thru the fall and early winter. 

This means that a great deal of pruning may 
be done now of summer-blooming, but not spring- 
blooming, shrubs, if you desire their bloom. Don’t 
cut Pussy Willows until after they have “ pussied”’ 
next spring, or Vanhoutte Spirea until after it 
has bloomed. Japanese Barberry, privet, Red- 
twig Dogwood, and similar shrubs may be 
pruned now, as may the Peegee Hydrangea. 
Snowhill Hydrangea, buddleia (butterflybush), 
and vitex may just as well be cut clear to the 
ground for the best bloom next season. 

In Kentucky, where broadleaf evergreens, such 
as Japanese Euonymus and Evergreen Privets, 
grow rampant, severe pruning may be necessary; 
cut some old wood to the ground and head some 
back; avoid a symmetrical shape unless for- 
mality is desired. 

In states like Ohio, Michigan, and New York, 
some junipers, arborvitae, yews, and occasionally 
hemlock may possibly be rejuvenated by pruning, 
provided side branches are left to develop the 
new growth. Cutting back, 
except growth next 
season, is seldom possible 
with pines, spruces, and firs. 


new 


Rabbits and other rodents > 
the bark of 


when winter food becomes 


chew trees 
sparse. To prevent this, 
wrap trunk with burlap or 
tarred paper. This 
vents sunscald and injury 
from borers, especially on 
the newly planted trees 


pre- 


Protected and shaded > 
from the wintry 
half-hardy plants are safe 
beneath bushel baskets 
and berry boxes. Use glass- 


blasts, 


wool or straw around these 
plants to prevent alter- 
nate freezing and thawing 


grounds > 
and replan your garden 


Measure your 
during winter leisure. No 
garden is ever completely 
satisfactory. ‘There 
always changes to be made 
which will add interest 
and improve the livability 


are 











































A Homemade wall plaques—a Christmas-gift suggestion easily 
made, from Carl G. Erich, Abilene, Kans. The plaque of Lin- 
coln is from a magazine cover; pasted on 44-inch plywood, 
jig-sawed out, then applied to 44-inch plywood—and put into 
a lathe-turned frame about 12 inches in diameter. The “musical” 
what-not shelf was made of 44-inch plywood about 8 x 10 inches 
in size, half-circle shelf nailed to the front and all painted white. 


Every year around Christmastime, in a cabin on Lake Michigan’s shore, 
there’s a lively party for a score or so of young men . . . “with a tree and a log 
fire and plenty of hot coffee,” writes Morris G. McGawn, Three Oaks, Michi- 
gan. A civic leader, for many years he has taken keen interest in the Boy Scouts 
and other youth groups. 

Essentially, he feels, it’s a man’s cabin—but Mrs. McGawn joins him occa- 
sionally. “‘I like to steal away to the solitude of the wooded dunes,” he says. “I 
spend many week-ends there with my books and pipe, the birds and wild life 
in summer, the fire and snow in winter.’ 


Tue one-room structure, 16 x 20, with small basement which is used as kitch- 
en, is located in Sherwood Hills, a beach only a few hundred feet away. The 
rail fence, walls, walks, and other addenda are entirely of Mr. McGawn’s fash- 
ioning—progressively of week-ends in the seven years of the cabin’s life. 
Every minute Mr. McGawn can spare from his several interests—he’s been 
in business in Three Oaks since April 1, 1884; 54 years!—he spends outdoors, 
and in warm season the cabin must share time with the flowers at his home in 
town. His favorites are the varieties of narcissus, tulips, iris, and gladiolus. 





Above, the McGawn cabin, summer and winter. Mr. McGawn’s 


own caption for the picture below, “At Eventide . . . a log fire, 


an easy chair, a book, and a pipe,” suggests a theme for a poem 
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Manger 


Mrs. Gladys R. Hackett writes 
from Ballston Lake, New York, 
that last Christmas she found no 
ideas for decorations that could 
compare with those by Julia A. 
Latimer in the December Better 
Homes & Gardens: “For our fire- 
place mantel we made a little man- 
ger like that pictured on the cover. 
It was very effective when lighted 
by two small electric bulbs instead 
of the tallow candles. We also put 
a small electric bulb inside, under 
the roof. The little figures were 
purchased from the five-and-ten. 

“We used the yule-log sugges- 
tion for a very striking dining- 
table decoration. Found a real log 
15 inches long, and added a few 
sprigs of bright red berries from 
the black-alder, a wild holly which 
sheds its leaves in winter. The blue 
and silver balls, blue candles, and 
evergreens were used on our buf- 
fet.” 


* * * 


Whims & Hobbies this month 
finds itself with the spirit of the 
season and is mostly concerned 
with those whose hobbies are de- 
voted to spreading cheer among 
mankind. See page 41. 


Southwestern Winter 


Corrine C. Hancock, National City, 
California, wonders if we know just 
what a lovely place the Southwest 
is the year around (we suppose she 
includes California in that broad 
sweep)—and if we’ve “any con- 
ception of the beautiful south- 
western homes—the endeavors of 
these true pioneers in homemaking, 
the young architects and builders 
as well as the homemakers? And as 
for gardening, do you ever touch 
such things as sweet peas in Janu- 
ary?” 

Last Christmas they had flowers, 
she boasts, for Christmas decora- 
tions—gorgeous poinsettias, red hi- 
biscus, red Christmasberry plants, 
Christmas cactus.“ We who are not 
bounded by snow can have out- 
door Christmas trees all illuminated 
—and oh!—if you could have seen 
the large life-size créche not very 
far from my home! I spent Christ- 





< These pictures would seem to indi- 


cate that Better Homes & Gardens is 
one with Santa and a tree on Christ- 
mas. Left, contributed by Mrs. Har- 
old A. Snell, Los Angeles; right, from > 
Harris Nathan, Utica, New York. 
Your editors also thank the many 
others who’ve sent Christmas cards or 
photographs of their homes at Christ- 
mastime to this department. We re- 
gret that the space available doesn’t 
permit their reproduction, for many 
of the cards, particularly, picturing 
a home or a family scene, were in- 
deed delightful and quite distinctive 


mas week in Arizona. Did you ever 
see a home out in the desert on a 
man-made oasis—and real beauty 
in simple adobe, with Date Palms, 
and a small grove? 

“Rock gardens, cactus gardens, 
citrus trees, strong outdoor furni- 
ture, and the truly California patio 
—well, I ask you, aren’t you miss- 
ing something?” 

We don’t dare answer, Corrine. 
But we’re glad you asked. 


x * * 


Among Ourselves is conducted 
by Elizabeth Early. Help! Help! 
It’s your department, you know. 
Please help keep it interesting. 


Inspiration 


Mrs. Nina Colboth, St. Johnsbury 
Center, Vermont, is one of many others 
who drew inspiration from last De- 
cember’s cover. She says: “‘Every- 
one admired my manger scene. 
I followed as nearly as possible 
the little house on the wall; and set 
against a background of small trees 
it was very arresting when the soft 
orange-colored lights were turned 
on. It was used in our church on 
Christmas morning before the al- 
tar, and at our Women’s Club 
Christmas meeting. So once more 
your magazine has been an inspi- 
ration to many.” 


Perpetual Wreath 


Mrs. H. L. Gardner, of Los An- 
geles, California, presents an idea 
for making a holly wreath usable a 
second year: “I wrap tissue and 
newspapers around it and put it in 
the basement. Silvered, and witha 
nice ribbon, it’s beautiful the sec- 
ond year. Our paint store mixes 
aluminum paint thin enough for a 
25-cent insect-sprayer. Then I 
spray the wreath. It’s the way we 
spray our Christmas tree, also. It 
costs about 40 cents to spray a 6- 
foot tree—and it’s much prettier.” 


Those who prefer silvered 
wreaths and trees to the more 
conventional fresh, green ones, 
and whose climate permits pres- 
ervation, take note. But few, we 
imagine, will be able to preserve 
their wreaths from year to year. 
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Mrs. Catherine Hooton, Hollister, > 
Calif., contends that any Christmas 
card or scene can easily be repro- 
duced in color on your window if you 
have cold-water paints and a knack 
for such things. Here’s a photograph 
of one of hers, without the color. 
Mrs. Hooton’s painting on a friend’s 
window helped bring first prize in 
a best-decorated-home competition 





To make a Christmas ball center- > 
piece like that shown at right: “A 
balloon stick is put into a cork which 
has been placed in melted paraffin 
in a low candle-holder. Then the 
rings on the silver balls are slid down 
the stick, larger ones at bottom, 
smaller toward the top; finishing 
with silver or colored ornament like 
that for on a Christmas tree top. 
Silver leaves cover the four candle- 
holders for the blue candles.” (From 
Margaret A. Barr, Whittier, Calif.) 
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Your Living Christmas Tree 


Dale Van Horn, Lincoln, Nebraska, contributes this “‘how-to”’ in pictures. 

(1) Carefully select your tree at the nursery. Dig around it to leave 90 percent 

of the roots in a ball of earth. (2) Wrap the ball carefully in burlap, fastening 

edges securely (nails will do). (3) Put damp peatmoss in bottom of wooden 

- bucket. (4) Pack ball firmly in bucket with peatmoss, filling all spaces to top 
When you read this, the A. H. Bruner family of Des Moines, originators of of bucket. (5) Tree-filled bucket can be carried easily in one hand. Water it 
this interesting 1937 Christmas card, will be somewhere among the South when home. (6) Place it on cardboard box which has been strengthened with 
Sea Islands or on the Malay Peninsula—on their way to Bangkok where sticker tape, and cover well with Christmas wrapping-paper secured with nails 
they’ll spend Christmas (and sleep on shelves, as is the reported custom!). pushed thru into soil and moss. . . . If the tree isn’t neglected or isn’t kept in- 
The entire family—Mr. and Mrs. Bruner and four daughters—are on a 15- doors too long, it will thrive when set into the garden. But prepare a place for it 
month trip around the world. You may hear more about them later when the soil isn’t frozen; then cover the spot with a thick coating of leaves. 
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Wesley Bowman 


One of the greatest Christmas carols ever written, 


like Christ, had an humble birth. ... The inter- 


esting origins of the carols. .. . Caroling customs 


a an organ broke down, and a 
blizzard broke out in a little village high up 
in the Tyrelese Mountains over a century 
ago, we have today the beautiful Christmas 
hymn Szlent Night. 

This serene hymn, so tranquil in tone, was 
written hurriedly when all was not calm and 
all was not bright. For, inside the tiny church 
of Arnsdorf, near Salzburg, Franz Gruber 
was anything but calm when he discovered 
on the day before Christmas Eve that his 
organ was broken. 

And outside, the weather was anything 
but bright, with a raging blizzard cutting 
off all chances of getting repairs from the 
neighboring village and all his hopes of 
playing the elaborate Christmas music he 
had practiced for so long a time. 


Desperately the organist rushed to Joseph 
Mohr, the assistant priest, and begged him 
to write something so simple that it could be 
sung without even one rehearsal. 

That evening Father Mohr, returning late 
from administering the last rites to a dying 
woman, paused in the snowy heights over- 
looking the town and fell to musing. The 
blizzard was ended. Only a faint light glim- 
mered from the dark outline of the village. 
Over all was the vast stillness of Nature on a 
winter evening. It occurred to him suddenly 
that it must have been much like this upon 
that holy night in Bethlehem. Tremendously 
moved, he hurried home and wrote the 
verses of what we now call Silent Night. 

Franz Gruber set them to an unpreten- 
tious melody that could be played with a few 


By Winifred and Mary Meuld 


chords on a guitar—and that midnight the 
congregation listened to the first playing of 
Silent Night. The members listened placidly, 
thinking only that it was a “nice enough lit- 
tle piece,” never dreaming that they were 
listening to one of the greatest Christmas 
hymns ever to be written. 

Nor did Franz Gruber himself think it any 
more than that, when days later he hap- 
pened to play it again, merely to test out the 
organ. But the listening repair man from 
near-by Zillerthal was so impressed by its 
quiet beauty that he asked for a copy of it 
to take home with him. And so, on the 
tongues of the famous Zillerthal singers and 
yodelers, Silent Night started its way around 
the world. 

(On Christmas Eve in 1936, the origin of 
Silent Night was re-enacted in part for radio 
listeners. From Hallein, a village near Salz- 
burg, Austria, the hymn was sung with feel- 
ing by Felix Gruber, using his great-grand- 
father’s original guitar.) 


CompPosED to be sung only once—in an 
emergency—by a humble village choir, this 
hymn has lived thru the years, to be sung by 
the most celebrated artists of every land. The 
beloved voice of the late Madame Schu- 
mann-Heink glorified it over the air each 
Christmas Eve for many years. The radio 
artistry of “Cavalcade of America’ has 
dramatized its modest birth from coast to 
coast. The homespun charm of Zona Gale’s 
writing has graced it in her unforgettable 
short story A Great Tree. Very truly did the 
little old lady of her Friendship Village re- 
mark in that story, “‘Ain’t it funny how big 
things work out by homely means. . . by 
homely means!” 

And so it has been with others. O Little 
Town of Bethelehenm was written hurriedly, 
also, and to be used only once. ‘The renowned 
minister, Phillips Brooks, jotted it down to 
describe to his Sunday School class the town 
of Bethlehem as he remembered seeing it one 
Christmas Eve in his travels. Little did he 
think, as he read it casually on a Sunday 
morning back in 1867, that it would wing its 
way into the hearts of everyone who heard 
it, until celebrated composers would vie to 
set it to worthy music; and that, of all their 
versions, the most famous would be tlie one 
which came in a dream on Christmas Eve to 
the organist of his own church in Boston— 
Lewis H. Redner. 


Nor did an anonymous author have any 
idea when he composed Away in a Manger, 
merely for his own children to sing one 
Christmas Eve, that it would afterward be 
sung by children all over the world. 

Altho it’s the type of song Martin Luther 
might have written, still that lover of music 
didn’t write it—even tho he’s almost uni- 
versally given the credit. [ Turn to page 53 
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Imagine! Thrifty rice pudding > E Ct ky . = “ aki Bake ham till almost done; drain ex- 
looking and tasting this grand! Sha BS pi he tra liquid. Add cocktail; finish baking. 


New breakfast idea, too! Fruit a i = eS a For a colorful dessert, freeze DEL 
Cocktail on your pet cereal, —_- ‘ hikes MONTE Fruit Cocktail “‘as is.’ 


Just where could you find a A bright, cheery salad, too — : a a ttl “ Saucy tarts! Thicken cocktail 
gayer sauce for leftover cake? DEL MONTE Fruit Cocktail in ; " Py syrup. Season with brown svu- 
It's DEL MONTE Fruit Cocktail, gelatin. Also see DEL MONTE gar, butter, nutmeg. Fill baked 
the syrup slightly thickened. Fruits for Salad, below. : = 4 tart shells with fruit and syrup. 









Haven't you noticed? Why, ideas seem to pop right 
out of a can of Det Monte Fruit Cocktail. 

Not surprising, either. For look at all the marvelous good- 
ness this cocktail combines! Luscious Det Monte Peaches and 
Pears. Zesty pineapple. Seedless grapes and scarlet cherries. 
Blended just right—the work all done! 

No wonder more and more women are serving Det MONTE 
Fruit Cocktail in more and more ways. Always—and often — 
as a cocktail, of course! Try it yourself. You'll call it your 
menu-brightener No. 1! 


You'll like DEe&L MONTE 
Fruits for Salad, too! The 
fruit cut in larger pieces 
—especially for salads. 


ITS Dol 
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P.S. Another flavor inspiration — Det Monte Coffee! 


FRUIT COCKTAIL 























Hapry HOLIDAYS (to you! May your fes- 


tive bird be done to a turn, your plum pudding packed 
with goodness, your stocking filled with your heart’s 
desire! No need to steam yourself and your puddings. 
Straight from the can came our just-for-one beauty, as 
modern as the lovely angels that guard it. Cream-cheese 
holly leaves popped from a pastry tube, and _ berries 
from a bag of cinnamon candies. Down below we've 
six yuletide specials—traditional feasting for Christmas 
Day, a mid-week filler-in, and plenty of entertaining 
ideas to save work for the hostess and please the guest. 


MAIN DISH VEGETABLE ACCOMPANIMENT DESSERT NICE TO SERVE 








Fruit Cocktail With 
Frozen Ginger Ale 


Noel Salad 
Cranberry Sauce 
Finger Rolls 


Baked Yams 
Broccoli With 
Chopped Pimiento 


Fruit Puddings 
Foamy Sauce* Coffee 
[See photo opposite] 


Roast Goose 
Fruit Stuffing * 


tray; open canned fruit cocktail and the first course is 
ready. For Noel Salad top grapefruit sections with pome- 
granate seeds. Place puddings on glacéed apricots. 


How to Do: It’s a jolly good beginning—fruit cocktail 
on slightly frozen ginger ale. Serve in crystal sherbets 
with sprig of holly. Freeze the ginger ale in refrigerator 








Table Centerpiece: Directions for Making Peasant Angels, Page 44 


No Ve: etable Lettuce Slices Orange-Mincemeat 
Thousand Island Pie 


Dressing 


Crisp Celery and 
Olives 
Assorted Hot Crackers 


Oyster Stew 


How to Do: “ *Twas the Night Before Christmas,” so 
make the meal easy. Ladle oyster stew piping hot from 
large tureen at the table. Hot soup deserves hot crackers— 


heat for a jiffy in the oven. Jingle bells for mince pie served 
December 24. It’s appreciated. For festive flavor use 
canned mincemeat sprinkled with grated orange rind. 





Turkey Bake 
Cranberry Cubes 


Tiny, Whole Green 
Beans 


How to Do: If cold turkey is a problem, slice and bake 
between layers of leftover stuffing. Pour gravy over all 
before baking. No gravy? Break down turkey carcass; add 


Celery-Apple Salad 
Toasted Split Rolls 


California Walnut 
Bowl 


Favorite Fruit Cake 
Coffee 


cold water; simmer 1 hour. Use stock to make additional 
dressing and thicken remaining stock for gravy. Crack 
walnuts but leave whole; pass on wooden tray or bowl. 





Buttered Limas in 
Sweet-Potato Nests 


Cranberry Pot 
Roast* Slaw 
How to Do: Hang up a spray of mistletoe the night the 

coeds entertain. Have some real food for the boys. Yea bo! 


Green-Pepper Cole 


Jellied Fruit Pudding * 
Whipped Cream 


Tomato Juice 
Butter Wafers 


Make nests of mashed sweet potatoes; fill with buttered 
limas. Cranberries tenderize the meat and improve flavor. 





Cold Sliced Chicken 
Hot Ham Cuts 


Brussels Sprouts 
au Gratin* 


Salad* 


Christmas-Wreath 


Plum Nectar 
Cheese Canapés 


Frozen Eggnog* 
Walnut Wafers 


Butterflake Rolls 


How to Do: For good spirit and informality pass Plum 
Nectar in the living-room before dinner. Decorate cheese- 
spread canapés with tiny parsley sprigs and pimiento- 


holly berries. Baste ham with pineapple sirup; heat pine- 
apple slices for garnish. To make the salad, fill cran- 
berry ring mold with old-fashioned apple-nut salad. 





French-Fried 
Potatoes 


Deviled Oysters * 


Mayonnaise 








How to Do: A holly-day get-together for relatives. Cook 
6 pared and cored apples in candy sirup (4 cup sugar, 
1% cups water, 4% cup“ red hots’’) until just tender. Cool 


Rosy Apple Salad 


Frosted Butterscotch 
Cookies * 


Quick Corn Chowder* 
Toasted Paprika 
Crackers 








in sirup. Chill and fill with mincemeat combined with 
celery and nut meats. Top with parsley. Brush crackers 
with salad oil; sprinkle with paprika; toast in oven. 





Corn Casserole 


Kris-Kringle Salad 


How to Do: For the buffet supper, combine diced, 
cooked chicken or turkey with chopped celery and cubes 


Preserved Kumquats 


Walnut Tarts* Hot Consommé 


of cranberry jelly. Serve in crisp lettuce cups; top with 
fluffs of mayonnaise and more cubes of cranberry jelly. 
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FOODS 
INDEX 


Appetizers 


Cheese-Spread Canapes 

Fruit Cocktail With Frozen 
Ginger Ale 

Toasted Paprika Crackers. . .29 


Candies and Popeorn 
Confections 


Creamed Black-Walnut Taffy 33 
Lemon Nut Balls 


Lollypops........ 
Peanut Brittle 


Peppermint-Candy Canes... 
Popcorn Corsages 


Cookies 

Bon Bons 

Chocolate-Chip Cookies 

Iced Butterscotch Cookies. . 43 
Ginger Cookies... ........34 
Oatmeal Crispies. ... 


Santa-Claus and Christmas- 
Tree Cookies 


Desseris 

Frozen Eggnog pie 
Jellied Fruit Pudding. . -. 
Orange-Mincemeat Pie. . . 
Walnut Tarts 

Frostings and Sauces 
Brown Butter Frosting 
Foamy Sauce... ..is.j...: 


Meats, Fish, and Fow! 
Cranberry Pot Roast 
Deviled Oysters 

Hot Ham Cuts 

Turkey Bake 

Salads 


Christmas-Wreath Salad.... 
Kris-Kringle Salad 
Noel Salad 


Soups and Chowders 
Quick*Corn Chowder....... 


Staffings 
Fruit Stuffing 


Vegetables 


Brussels Sprouts au Gratin, . 
Buttered Limas in Sweet- 
Potato Nests 





*Recipes for **So Good Meals” on Page 42 


Tasie Accessories: Crystal, Duncan & Miller; China, Co 
Spode; Cloth, Electra Seraceta Taffeta; Silver, Heirloom 
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land & Thompson’s French Provincial Copper Lustre by 
meida, Grenoble Pattern; Candles, Tavern, Daffodil Yellow. 





Send Recipes Now for Cooks’ 
Reund Table Contest. See 
Page We 0 54, 























F SANTA’S wiggled down your chimney a good many 
times since the first tiny stocking was hung, the chances 
are he’s already left a big share of the things children long 
for—the electric train, the bicycle, the skates and sleds, 
plus plenty of supplies for the downstairs game room. 
Dominoes, table tennis, paints, and modeling clay have 
arrived, been duly appreciated, and, no doubt, are already 
more or less destroyed. 

So now you’re stumped! What’s left that you can afford 
and that your youngsters will both enjoy and benefit from? 

The answer, and I[’ll enthusiastically vouch for it myself, 
is outdoor sports for the whole family with plenty of the 
back-yard games included! Most of these are old-timers 
with a new lease on life, but they’ve taken the country by 
storm. What’s more, they’re just as much fun and as good 
for us parents and our friends as they are for developing 
and delighting toddlers, teen-agers, and budding debu- 


MORE FUN for 


By Gladys Denny Shultz 


tantes. Just drop into a sporting-goods store and you'll see 
what I mean. They’re hard put to it to keep up with the 
demand for skiing and badminton equipment, for archery, 
croquet, and horseshoe-pitching sets. Games in endless 
variety, with prices to fit any purse. 

First, since it’s that time of year, what about winter 
sports? Has everyone in the family—and that means 
Mother, too—a good, usabie pair of shoe skates? They’re a 
lot easier on the ankles and skating is more quickly learned 
than with the other kind. There are skates with double 
runners for very young children. From then on you'll find 
the size you need at the price you wish to pay. We’ve 
found it smartest to get the cheaper ones, around three or 
four dollars for growing children, since two years is the 
longest a child can wear the same pair. But if your family 
is stair-stepped and can grow into consecutive sizes, get 
good ones to start with. Do it anyway, if possible, for your- 
selves and for older adolescents. All set? Then you’re off 
for family skating parties and grand cold-weather picnics! 


THEN there’s skiing, with every community in the snow 
belt going ski crazy. Sixty-year-olds are to be seen on ski 
trains, and it’s a perfect sport for youngsters, teaching them 
balance and co-ordination. Buy ski one foot longer than 
the wearer is tall. Or have each youngster reach his hand 
as high as he can over his head, then get ski that come up 
to his finger tips. Two ski poles, not one, should be included. 
It’s a point where too many parents try to save a little 
money. And since it’s Christmas, how about throwing in 
ski boots and a vivid, attractive costume? This last has 
many uses besides skiing, and a complete outfit ought to 
make a happy Christmas for anyone within driving dis- 
tance of snowy hills. 

There’s hockey, of course, now being played in many 
schools; and ice-boat enthusiasts are increasing. But these 
are still pretty specialized, so let’s skip a few months and 
dive into back-yard games. Start your collection this Christ- 
mas so you'll have plenty on hand when the snow melts. 


ACE-HIGH just nowstands badminton, tobe played also 
in the basement recreation room. It’s a British game, with 
most of the sets we get made in India, but the small feather- 
crowned balls of rubber are being batted back and forth 
across nets in many an American yard. The racket looks 
like a tennis racket, but is smaller and lighter and so can 
be managed by younger children. A complete set for four 
players will cost you anywhere from $3 to $25. One charm 
of badminton is that it has practically no rules, so the veri- 
est amateur can have fun. On the other hand, it provides 
plenty of exercise in chasing the bounding balls. 

Archery, too, is getting more and more popular. It has 
an especial advantage from the family standpoint in that 
there’s nothing better for posture. When you aim an arrow, 
the shoulder blades go into place automatically, all body 
muscles are stretched, and organs reassembled where they 
should be. If someone in the family has adebutante slouch, 
you can’t do better than to give the afflicted one a really 
good bow, costing anywhere from $5 to $15, and a supply 
of arrows, which are around 45 cents each. Targets may 
be had at any price you like. 

A bow should be the same height as the person who’s 
to use it. Since there’s an art to string- [ Turn to page 37 
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the FAMILY 


By Kathern Ayres Proper 


. , DON’T get half as much fun as we should out of 
our fireplaces. In summer they’re too likely to be just so 
many exposed wastebaskets—places to throw cigaret ashes 
and yesterday’s newspapers. In winter we do a bit better, 
toasting ourselves dreamily as the flames lick their way up 
the chimney, consuming quantities of cordwood or coal. 

Which is all very fine, aesthetically, but why not now and 
then toast something besides ourselves, and in turn, our- 
selves do some of the consuming? 

Anyway, that’s what our family felt, and the indoor 
picnics and informal fun we’ve had since we really made 
friends with our fireplace have been something to expand 
about—something anyone blessed with a hospitable hearth 
and a flair for simple entertaining can have as well as we. 

Marshmallows, of course, and apples and chestnuts and 
popcorn are the good old stand-bys after the blaze has died 
down to a bed of glowing embers. But that’s not all that 
can happen, quite tidily, too, in the living-room, basement 
playroom, or wherever you’ve quartered your fireplace. 


STEAKS seasoned with salt and pepper and a dash of gar- 
lic salt, and broiled over a fireplace bed of coals have all the 
soul-satisfying flavor of steaks cooked over the campfire. 
Huge frankfurters turn brown and pop open with the same 
appetizing aroma as those roasted on summer-evening 
picnics. What’s more, no guest can be stand-offish or self- 
conscious when he’s helping turn the meat, toast the bread, 
or stir the soup while the others kibitz over his shoulder. 

But don’t take your fireplace-dining too seriously. One 
dish or beverage, piping hot from the grill, will add to the 
atmosphere, appetite appeal, and good flavor of any meal. 
For the rest, bring it from the kitchen range or from the 
buffet table by way of the electric chafing dish, table stove, 
coffeemaker, toast and sandwich tray, or waffle iron. 

The guests won’t expect you to supply ants and mos- 
quitoes, but add a touch of picnic-setting (and add to your 
peace of mind) by spreading a beach blanket or rag carpet 
over the hearth rug and the sofa. 

If you’ve a portable grill for outdoor picnics, probably 
you can use it in your fireplace. One type of rack is sturdily 
supported by sheet metal on three sides, and is fine for fire- 
place-cooking. Another less expensive kind has folding legs 
to be imbedded in earth or sand. Use it in your fireplace by 
leaving the legs folded, supporting the rack with firebricks 
at both ends. 

If you’re out to buy a grill, note how far apart the rods 
are placed. It’s pretty disgusting to watch a juicy piece of 
steak slide thru into the fire. Grills with bars running 
both ways appeal to me. 


ALso for an indoor vagabond meal have handy a few 
footstools or other low seats to group near the fireplace for 
the cooks. Cooking comfortably requires long-handled 
equipment. Any handy man can extend the handle of your 
skillet a couple of feet by attaching a loop of heavy, twisted 
wire. Forks, turners, and spoons may be streamlined in the 
same manner. Sturdy wire forks a yard long can be bought 
for a small sum. Several of them are a good investment for 
marshmallow-roasting alone. 

During the last several years coffee tables have come 
into their own, and their size and height make them just 
the thing for indoor picnics. Tea carts, too, make good 
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serving centers. Those with leaves and a detachable tray 
are especially handy. Then, of course, there are card tables 
for those who prefer chairs to the floor. 

So now for some fireside menus—informal, easy to pre- 
pare, delicious. 


Supper on the Hearth 
(Family Gathering) 


Frresipe BAKED BEANS 
BroiLep HAM Rep CINNAMON APPLE SAUCE 
Hot CornBREAD 

DATE SQUARES 


Fireside Baked Beans 


[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


4 tablespoons light molasses 1 teaspoon dry mustard 
2 teaspoons chopped onion 2 16-ounce cans baked beans 


CoFFEE 


Add molasses, onion, and mustard to [ Turn to page 36 
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NOEL DECORETTES 


By Hannah Hecker 


Little Gifts to Make 


I. Garlands of star and heart cookies for a tree. 
To Make: While cookies are warm, pierce with) 
toothpick. Decorate with colored frosting an 
cut gumdrops. 


2. Make gay little stockings to hang before the 
fire on many Christmas eves. 

To Make: Use star or polka-dot percale, or plaid 
gingham; or applique contrasting colors on plain 
material. Sew l-inch ivory rings at top. 


3B. A bracelet of bells strung on elastic will make 
a party festive. 


4. Package your choicest seeds in silver or gold 
envelopes and decorate with star and heart seals. 
For a quick tie-up, use flowered wallpaper. 


%- Large peasant cookies for pleasant little tots. 
G. A box of monogrammed cookies. 


7 A garland of fir caught up with star molds. 
To Make: Bind twigs to lightweight rope. Form 
swag by fastening up with string. Hang stars over 
the string. 


%. Merry Christmas letters for the mantel or 
table. 

To Make: Buy alphabet letters at toy counter. 
Paint letters with red showcard color; mark out- 
line on wrong side of metallic paper; cut and 
paste metallic paper on face of letters. Or just 
paint with silver or gold. 


®. Bake fruitcakes in star molds. 


10. A cranberry tree for your table. 

To Make: Bind small branches of fir; mount in 
wood block; paint and decorate with star seals. 
Put on cranberries with tiny wire hooks. 


Il. Jelly glasses dressed for going places. 

To Make: Cut fruit from colored paper—cut 
white-paper snowflakes and paste over blue Cel- 
lophane—colored seals—tiny strawflower nose- 
gay atop a ruffle of lace-paper doily. 


42. An avocado with silver paper leaves. 

To Make: Cut metallic paper leaves double- 
thickness with long stems; attach to match 
stick and bind with strip of metallic paper. 


13. A tray decorated with decalcomania trans- 
fers and filled with knickknacks to please a 
hostess. 


14. A bandanna of pine cones to make a fire burn 
brighter, and walnuts in a circle of gingham tied 
with cable cord. 

To Make: Cut a 24-inch circle of gingham or red 
net. Carefully halve California walnuts; break 
or carve a small hole in top of shell. Tie a knot in 
cable cord or 6 strands of raffia. Place knot inside 
half of walnut shell and glue on other half. 


15. Wrap your gifts with good wishes and imagi- 
nation. 

To Make: A cranberry-studded pine branch makes 
a miniature tree. . . . Fold a circle of silver paper 
in eighths and cut a snowflake. Jolly Santa—from 
tan or pink paper cut large circle for head and 
small circle for nose. Cut tiny blue circle for eye. 
Cut red triangle for hat; fold down with ball of 
cotton. Paste on cotton whiskers. 
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HOLIDAY COOKIES 
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Ginger Cookies Thoroly cream 4 cup shortening and 14 cup sugar; add 1 

cup light molasses and 2 tablespoons milk. Add 2% cups 
flour sifted with 1 teaspoon salt, 1 teaspoon soda, 1 tablespoon ginger, 4 tea- 
spoon cloves, 4 teaspoon cinnamon, and 4 teaspoon nutmeg. Drop by spoon- 
fuls into cup of granulated sugar; place, sugar side up, on greased cooky sheet; 
flatten with tines of fork. Bake in moderate oven (350°) 12 to 15 minutes. After 
5 minutes’ baking decorate with cut candied cherries and citron, and continue 
baking. Makes three dozen.—Mrs. Edna R. Blair, San Francisco, California. 


COOKS’ ROUND TABLE 


*REO. U. 8. PAT. OFF. 


of Endorsed Recipes" 





Fidelis Harrer 


Bon Bons Thoroly cream 1 cup butter and 1% cups confectioners’ 

sugar; add 1 beaten egg, 4% teaspoon each vanilla and 
almond extracts; beat well. Add 2% cups flour sifted with 1 teaspoon soda and 
1 teaspoon cream of tartar; beat thoroly. Chill 1 hour. Form in small balls on 
greased cooky sheet; flatten slightly and center each with a blanched almond. 
Bake in moderately hot oven (375°) 10 to 12 minutes. Makes five dozen small 
cookies.—Mrs. C. W. Naylor, Red Wing, Minnesota. 


HOLIDAY COOKIES 


Chocolate-Chip Thoroly cream 1 cup shortening, 34 cup brown sugar, and 
Cookies 34 cup granulated sugar; add 2 beaten eggs, 2 tablespoons 

hot water, and 1 teaspoon vanilla extract; beat well. Add 
21% cups cake flour sifted with 14 teaspoon salt and 1 teaspoon soda. Add 1 
pound coarsely chipped sweet baking chocolate and 1 cup broken pecan or 
California walnut meats; mix thoroly. Drop by spoonfuls onto greased cooky 
sheet, spacing 2 inches apart. Bake in slow oven (300°) 25 to 30 minutes. Makes 
five to six dozen small cookies.—Mrs. Harry Van Buren, Marseilles, Illinois. 


Oatmeal Thoroly cream 1 cup 
Crispies shortening, 1 cup brown 

sugar, and 1 cup granu- 
lated sugar; add 2 beaten eggs and 1 tea- 
spoon vanilla extract; beat well. Add 14% 
cups flour sifted with 1 teaspoon salt, and 1 
teaspoon soda. Add 3 cups quick-cooking 
oatmeal and 4 cup chopped California wal- 
nut meats; mix. Form in long rolls; chill 
thoroly. Slice 144 inch thick; bake on un- 
greased cooky sheet in moderate oven 
(350°) for 10 minutes. Makes five dozen.— 
Mrs. Arend Coz, Stillman Valley, Illinois. 





Combine 1 cup sugar, 4 cup water, 1 teaspoon vinegar, 2 Popcorn 
tablespoons light corn sirup, and 4% teaspoon salt; stir until Corsages 


sugar dissolves. Cook to light crack stage (265°). Remove 

from heat; add 1 tablespoon butter and 1 teaspoon red-vegetable coloring. Re- 
serve 1 tablespoon sirup for fastening wooden skewers. Pour over 6 cups popped 
corn, stirring constantly. Form in 2-inch balls. Dip skewers into sirup; push into 
balls. Back with lace-paper doilies and colored Cellophane circles. Tie Cello- 
phane bows. Makes 16.—Mrs. Isabelle Olson, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


Combine 2 cyps sugar, 24 cup light corn sirup, and 1 cup Lollypops 
water; stir until sugar dissolves. Cook, without stirring, to 
hard crack stage (300°). Wipe sugar crystals from sides of pan with damp cloth. 
Cool; add 1% teaspoon oil of peppermint and 14 teaspoon red-vegetable coloring. 
Lay 24 skewers 4 inches apart on greased pan. Spoon sirup on skewers to form 
2-inch discs.—Eulalie Moran, Washington, D. C. 


HARD CANDIES AND POPCORN CONFECTIONS 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, DECEMBER, 1938 
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For an economical, cleansing gargle, 
use a solution of our Baking Soda 
(pure Bicarbonate of Soda) one to 
two teaspoonfuls in a glass of water. 
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Packed among linens, this apple 
gives them a fresh, spicy odor 


GIVE A 


Spicy Pomander 


By Frances W. Griffith 


SoMETHING new, yet ever so 
old, are clove apples and oranges— 
spicy gifts for Christmas or bridge 
parties, fragrant additions for your 
own cedar chests, clothes closets, 
and linen shelves. 

“*Pomanders,” our grandmothers 
called them, but thousands of years 
before they tucked them in among 
their snowy sheets and calicoes, the 
Egyptians discovered their secret. 
Cloves formed the base of their em- 
balming preparations. Today, for a 
slim dime, you and I can use the 
same old theory to solve the prob- 
lem of inexpensive, clever gifts. 


For a clove apple, start with a 
medium-size, well-shaped raw apple. 
Wash thoroly, dry with a clean cloth, 
then rub with a greased cloth. Next, 
choose a handful of whole cloves, 
ones with heads as far as possible. But 
headless ones may be used, too, for 
their star-shape ends add a tricky 
note when filled in around the 
knobby ones. Begin at the top of the 
apple, forcing a row of cloves in a 
circle around the stem, pushing 
them in up to their heads. Follow 
with row after row, until the apple is 
thickly covered with the spice. Then 
let the apple stand for two hours on 
paper toweling, or until the juice 
that’s been forced out has run off and 
the fruit is well dried. Tie a bow of 
red or green ribbon to the stem, 
wrap in waxed paper, place in a gift 
box—and there’s your pomander! 

One such spice apple, now eight 
years old, has shrunk slightly but is 
still perfectly preserved and still rich 
with the true, delicious scent of 
cloves. It’s lent a fresh, spicy odor to 
clothing and linen. 


Very much the same way we 
make clove oranges. Select a small, 
thin-skinned orange and stud with 
cloves just as you crust the apple. 
Then roll the orange in a mixture of 
equal parts of powdered orris root 
and powdered cinnamon, allowing 
about two teaspoons of each spice per 
orange. Rub the fragrant powder 
generously over the clove-studded 
fruit, then wrap it in tissue paper. 
Keep for a week, then gently brush 
off the excess powder. 
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1. | said somethin’ a couple of weeks 
ago that made Mom so hopping mad, 


I almost caught a licking. 





2. We were at Aunt Lola’s and I piped 
up: “Gee, Mom, look at how white 
this napkin is! Our things must have 
tattle-tale gray or somethin’ ’cause 
they never shine like this.” . .. Zowie! 
Mom flew for the hairbrush. 


MOM WAS SO MAD, 
SHE JUST FLEW FOR 
THE HAIRBRUSH 









3. But lucky for me, Aunt Lola 
stopped her. “It’s the truth, so why 
get angry?” she told Mom. “Your 
lazy soap leaves dirt behind. If you’d 
switch to Fels-Naptha Soap as I did, 
your clothes wouldn’t have tattle- 
tale gray.” 





4. So mom forgot to spank me and went to the grocer’s for some 
Fels-Naptha. This morning, she was raving about how its richer golden 
soap and lots of gentle naptha wash clothes so white and nice. And, golly, 
if she didn’t give me a quarter for a pony ride! 


BANISH “TATTLE-TALE GRAY’ 
WITH FELS-NAPTHA SOAP! 





COPR. 1938, FELS & CO. 





NEW! WONDER 

FLAKES! TRY 

FELS-NAPTHA 
SOAP CHIPS, TOO! 
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A Good Way to Solve Your 
Christmas-Gift Problem 


For many of the friends on your Christmas list an ideal solution to 
the gift problem is a subscription to Better Homes & Gardens, now bigger 
and more attractive than ever. It’s a gift that brings a new reminder 
of your thoughtfulness each month the year around. 

And beautiful gift greeting cards like that pictured above are fur- 
nished free, ready for you to sign and mail to those to whom you’re 


giving Better Homes & Gardens. 


Printed in four bright colors on richly finished paper, and with 
matching envelopes, these greeting cards make excellent messengers 
of your friendship and good wishes at Christmastime. 

So check your Christmas gift list now and send for an ample supply 
of cards. Let them carry to your friends the glad tidings of a gift sub- 
scription to Better Homes G Gardens. See page 6 for special gift rates. 


* + * 


* * * 











More Fun for the Family = 


IN BY THE FIREPLACE 


beans. Place in greased pan. Bake 
uncovered in moderate oven (350°) 
39 minutes. Or bake on grill over 
glowing embers. Serves 8. 

Supply colored paper cups for in- 
dividual servings of apple sauce, or 
perhaps some of those used for bak- 
ing cup cakes. 

When the fire has burned down 
to a glowing bed of coals, it’s time 
to broil the ham. 


Weiner Roast 


(High-School Crowd) 


WEINERS OR FRANKFURTERS 


CATsUP ToAsteD Buns MustTARD 


Diiv Pick.es Ripe OLIvEs 
Sweet GHERKINS 
Tomato Co.e-SLAw SALAD BowL 
GINGERBREAD SQUARES WITH 
WHIPPED CREAM 
Hot CHOCOLATE 


ToAsTED MARSHMALLOWS 


You might roast all the frank- 
furters together on a grill, but usually 
the young crowd prefer to roast 
their own on long-handled forks. 
This leaves the grill free for toasting 
buns. Pass the salad in a wooden 


[ Begins on page 37 | 


bowl, so the main course can be 
served on one paper plate. 


Indoor Barbecue 


(Card-Club Dinner) 


PINEAPPLE JUICE CHEESE CRACKERS 


BROILED STEAKS BARBECUE SAUCE 


BAKED POTATOES 
MIxED VEGETABLE SALAD 
ToOAsTED FRENCH BREAD 


LEMON Piz CoFFEE 

This menu has always been tops 
at our house, each couple bringing 
some of the food. While we, as hosts, 
furnish steaks, coffee, bread, and 
relishes, our guests bring salad and 
dessert. 

Serve the first course while the 
steak is broiling on the grill. Rig up 
an oven to bake the potatoes over 
the coals or bring them baked from 
the kitchen to keep warm near the 
fire. Tender cuts are best for barbe- 
cuing, and need only salt and pepper 
for seasoning. Some guests may add a 
dash of barbecue sauce. 


So MUCH for inspirations. From 


now on it’s your picnic. Have fun! 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 

















More Fun for the Family= 


OUT IN THE YARD 


ing it, better have the sporting-goods 
department where you make your 
purchase get you off to a good start. 
Most of them can do it, too. That’s 
one thing about the sports craze— 
most departments have experts in 
the various sports who can advise 
and coach if necessary. 


Ruvc-ross and dart-and-target 
sets of various kinds can be played 
indoors or out and are quite inexpen- 
sive. Sois shuffleboard, the shipboard 
game that’s conquered dry land. For 
$5 you can get a set with four push- 
ers and eight disks. You mark off 
your cement driveway yourself for 
the court. Even Grandpa and Grand- 
ma can play this game and everyone 
likes it. Notice how it pulls those 
shoulder, back, and tummy muscles? 

Croquet has come back with a 
bang, at prices from $2.95 to $15. 
And for so mild a sport, great rival- 
ries can be developed. The modern 
touch is to string electric lights over 
the croquet lawn and play at night. 
Horseshoes, the other game of our 
fathers which has swung back into 
renewed popularity, requires only a 
peg driven into the ground and as 
many horseshoes as you wish, at 
around 75 cents each. If you’re out 
for championships, you'll want a 
special kind; but for most of us, any 
horseshoe will do. 


SwimMING, tennis, and golf are 
enjoyed far more universally than 
ever before. Every youngster should 
have a whack at tennis, and pretty 
good rackets may be bought for as 
little as $2.50. For family fun, if 
you've a thick, well-rolled sward, set 
up posts costing around $4, swing a 
net for the same price, and at least 
get in some good serving practice. 
Santa will shoot par with a new golf 
bag or driver for the young enthusi- 
ast of the links. 

By all means have a softball and 
bat for everyone to use, but for the 
special benefit of the little folks. And 
if you’ve a tree or a high post where 
a basket can be mounted, you’re all 
set for a bit of basket-shooting. 

And among the back-yard sports, 
let’s not forget fishing! No foolin’! 
And you don’t even need a pail of 
water. Dad and the boys, if they’re 
ardent disciples, can have practice 
and sport combined by fly-casting 
the year round; and you can hardly 
make Junior feel bigger and more 
outdoor-ish than by giving him a 
fishing outfit, complete with rod and 
reel, line and artificial lures. You 
can get him what he’ll need for $5, or 
pay as much more as you like. 


So PLAY hard, my hearties, and 
may your family life and your own 
back yard mean more to you during 
the coming year than they ever did 
before! 

And in all Christmas shopping for 
youngsters of any age or sex, keep 
in mind that the toys you buy should 
do one or both of the following 
things—suggest something to do, or 
contribute to growth in imagination 
and understanding. 

Play, you know, is the way chil- 
dren learn and at the same time grow 
strong and agile—hence the empha- 
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sis in recent years upon toys for small 
children which provide activity and 
build muscles, as do wagons, dump 
trucks, balls, climbing apparatus; 
which lead to the playing of imagi- 
native games, as do dolls, doll ma- 
terials, and miniature household ob- 
jects of all kinds; or which foster 
creative expression and concentra- 
tion, as do clay, plasticine, blocks, 
paints, crayons, paper and scissors, 
and other raw materials. There are 
stacks of these on the toy counters, 
in any size and at any price you 
want to pay. Just expect that the 
child up to 3 will mostly amuse him- 
self playing and experimenting with 
materials. Don’t look for much con- 
centration with the Christmas gifts 
before ages 4 to 5. 


Roser ALSCHULER, author of 
the popular Two to Six (William 
Morrow & Co., revised copy, $1.50), 
suggests that if you give a doll, it 
should be big enough to handle 
easily, and have removable clothes 
with large buttons and buttonholes. 

In buying toys or games, it’s a 
wise rule to get a few good sturdy 
ones rather than many that are 
cheap and flimsy. Also, we’re told 
to let children play with their pos- 
sessions in their own way, thus learn- 
ing about materials and what may 
be done with them. 

I’ve mostly followed this plan my- 
self and have always contended that 
Pete, my young son, could find a 
thousand more uses for things than 
the manufacturer ever intended. 
We’re told this helps a child “con- 
quer” his materials, and it’s cer- 
tainly true that any material became 
completely helpless after Pete had 
experimented with it for a while. 
There was no fight left in it. 


For the older child, in addition to 
all the outdoor fun we’ve discussed, 
let’s keep in mind hobbies which 
may be a source of lifelong pleasure. 
Why not, for example, a really good 
camera for the adolescent who hasn’t 
one? For the one who has, a dark- 
rocm with materials for developing 
and printing films. An easel and 
drawing materials for the youngster 
who likes to sketch! For the young 
musician, something for his musical 
library—sheet music, records, a book 
about music or musicians. 

Come to think of it, why should 
anyone be racking brains about 
what to get youngsters, big or little? 
The sky, most literally, is the limit. 








My Petition 


These things chiefly do I 
desire: 

To bake and sew and make 
a fire; 

A garden plot to plant and 
tend; 

The frequent visits of a 
friend; 

Long useful years with 
joys to share; 

Health to life’s end—home, 
calm, faith, prayer. 


—Carrie G. Davies 








T the first sign of cold weath- 

er, you put anti-freeze in 

your car, but how about an 
“anti-freeze”’ for your house. 
THIS winter, fortify against 
drafty rooms—family colds— 
expensive fuel bills. ‘“Anti- 
freeze” your house with J-M 
Rock Wool Home Insulation. 


The fascinating free book illus- 
trated below tells how Johns- 
Manville Rock Wool provides a 
uniform, effective barrier to the 
passage of heat. This illuminating 
book tells you everything you 
want to know about this scientific 





,. HOW ABOUT 


anic-fr00ge 


FOR YOUR HOUSE? 





insulation and how it is pneu- 
matically installed by J-M ap- 
proved insulation contractors. It 
explains how J-M Rock Wool, 
‘blown” into the empty walls and 
attic spaces, will“ anti-freeze”’ your 
house—help keep rooms warm and 
cozy all winter. It shows why J-M 
Rock Wool won’t rot, corrode, 
settle or burn. 

This book explains why fuel 
costs are reduced up to 30% and 
why in summer the house is kept 
up to 15° cooler on the hottest days. 

. . . 
For better year-round living, in- 
sulate your home the modern, 
economical J-M way. Mail coupon 


for free book. 


You can finance your J-M Rock Wool Home Insulation with convenient 
monthly payments under the terms of the J-M Million-Dollar-to-Lend Pian 


JOHNS-MANVILLE 


‘“‘“Blown’’ Rock Wool Home Insulation 





FREE BOOK tells the complete 


fascinating story about J-M Home Insulation 


MAIL THE COUPON 





Name 


City 





JOHNS-MANVILLE, Dept. BHG-12 
22 East 40th St., New York 

Send FREE illustrated book telling whole amazing 
story of J-M HOME INSULATION. I am interested 
in insulation for my present home (); for new con- 
struction [) (please check). 





Address 





State 




















The holiday season brings back memories of bygone days 
and old-time friends. You find yourself wondering how 
they are and what they’re doing. 

That’s the time to pick up your telephone and renew 
acquaintance across the miles. Greetings are warmer when 
they’re spoken. Familiar voices make family news more 
satisfying. And genuine pleasure goes both ways, always. 

Try a telephone reunion at holiday time—and you'll 
want to do it all year round. Rates are low during the 
day and are even lower to most points after 7 P.M. and 
all day Sunday. Long Distance rates for calls to many 


points are listed in the front of your telephone directory. 


* Especially after 7 P.M. or all day Sunday! 











Christmas Across a Nation 


Washington Irving Christmas 
In snow-clad Yosemite Valley, not 
far from majestic Yosemite Falls, the 
Ahwahnee Hotel celebrates Christ- 
mas as depicted in Washington Ir- 
ving’s Sketch Book. In the dusk of 
Christmas Eve, a procession of 
men dressed in white, representing 
Druids, march up to the hotel, 
singing carols and lighting their 
way with flaming torches. Slowly 
chanting their haunting chorus, they 
enter the great hall, bearing an 
enormous yule log. It’s laid in the 
fireplace and lighted with the brand 


* 


Back to the Pagans 


Christmas customs trace 
back to the Middle Ages, back 
even to the days before Christ. 
The pagan Romans used to 
hang gold and silver masks of 
Bacchus on vines; and as a re- 
sult, today we climb ladders 
to decorate green trees. The 
Druids of ancient Britain 
started the custom of hanging 
mistletoe. The Scandinavians 
of pre-Christian days sang car- 
ols around a fire; fire was a 
symbol of optimism and safety. 
And our elaborate manger 
scenes in churches date back 
more than 700 years, to St. 
Francis of Assisi, who set up 
a manger scene with live ani- 
mals and real shepherds in the 
little Italian village of Grec- 
cio. Crowds of people from the 
surrounding countryside 
flocked to his church. 





* 





of last year’s log. A jingle of sleigh 
bells is heard and Santa appears, 
bent with gifts. During the burning 
of the yule log there’s much sing- 
ing and telling of tales. The fire 
must burn all night, and there must 
be watchers, for should it go out, it 
would be a sign of great illness. 

Invitations for Christmas dinner 
next day are issued by Squire Brace- 
bridge, who has transformed the 
dining-room into an elaborate 
wreath-decked Bracebridge Hall. 
Women dress in great Watteau 
gowns, men in wigs, long hose, and 
silk trousers. Seven blasts of the 
trumpets herald the entrance of 
guests. 


Tue squire speaks a few words of 
welcome; and then His Reverence, 
the parson, from his high pulpit, 
acquaints the guests with the impor- 
tance of the occasion. Then come the 
servators with great fish, the mighty 
boar’s head, the baron of beef, the 
majestic peacock pie; and finally the 
lackeys, singing and bearing the fa- 
mous Wassail bowl and the huge 
plum pudding. 

Thruout the meal the housekeep- 
er, weighted down with heavy keys, 
walks among the guests to see that 
everyone is happy. Neighbors from 
far and wide come in to offer their 
thanks to the squire, until at last the 
squire and his friends depart, bow- 
ing and wishing all a Merry Christ- 
mas as they pass. 

Christmas night a great bonfire 





[ Begins on page 10} 


is built on Glacier Point, high above 
Yosemite Valley and the hotel, and 
in due time shoved off the point to 
become a flaming fall of fire that 
goes shooting and hissing and streak- 
ing down the mountainside into the 
valley below. 

And so ends Christmas Day in 
Yosemite. 


Everywhere, Everywhere, Christ- 
mas Tonight Among some foreign 
populations of our large cities, 
Christmas festivity is one continu- 
ous round from December 5 to Janu- 
ary 6, called “‘ Twelfth Night’’—be- 
cause it was on the twelfth night that 
the Three Wise Men knelt over the 
Christ Child in Bethlehem. 

In many communities in the 
United States, Christmas Day is a 
strict religious holiday—no gifts, no 
feasts—only Midnight Mass and 
church services, with fun reserved 
for other days. 

And many an American spends 
Christmas Eve with his family be- 
side the radio. And reason enough. 
For over it come such broadcasts as 
the Columbia Network sponsors—a 
dramatization of Dickens’s heart- 
gripping Christmas Carol, with 
Lionel Barrymore. 

But this is only a part of the story 
of Christmas in the United States. 
As Phillips Brooks says: 


Everywhere—everywhere, Christ- 
mas tonight! 

Christmas in lands of the fir tree 
and pine, 

Christmas in lands of the palm tree 
and vine, 

Christmas where snow peaks stand 
solemn and white, 

Christmas where corn fields lie 
sunny and bright, 

Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas 
tonight. 











The Old West 
Rides Again! 


Wet, maybe not the old West al- 
together, but next month’s Better 
Homes & Gardens brings the flavor of 
the West riding right onto your din- 
ing table—Western meals, Western 
recipes, with California flavor. 

But for “balance’”’ we’ve taken a 
tip from across the Atlantic and talk 
also about TEA TIME, and how, 
for relaxation, to make it a family 
custom. ... 


NEXT MONTH 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 














FOR CHERISHED GIFTS 


unbeam 


ELECTRIC APPLIANCES MADE 


Sunbeam 
MIXMASTER 


THE BEST FO MIXER MADE 


1 who now use 
great kitchen 
ver to doubly- 
only ( 
th two lo 
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Sunbeam 


ed 


MAKES THE SAME DELICIOUS COFFEE 
EVERY TIME AUTOMATICALLY 


Sunbeam 
SILENT AUTOMATIC 
TOASTER 
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C.1.U. 


A Good Sign 


No. 22 of a Series of Family 
Life-Insurance Stories by Ray 
Giles, Author, ‘* Your Money 


and Your Life Insurance”’ 


Peruaps, if you’ve been pre- 
sented with a calling card bearing 
the initials “‘C. L. U.,” you’ve won- 
dered what they meant. You know 
there’s a life-insurance man outside, 
but what’s that degree on his card? 

It shows that he has taken special 
examinations in life insurance. These 
have been given by some regular 
board of examiners set up for the 
purpose. By passing, he’s earned the 
right to call himself a Chartered 
Life Underwriter. It doesn’t follow, 
necessarily, that he’s any better 
qualified to help you than some old- 
timer who has no such honor. But, 
even so, a “C. L. U.” is a good 
sign, for it shows that its possessor 
expects to make life insurance his 
life career. 


Wauen mentioning this fairly re- 
cent development in life insurance to 
a friend, he remarked, “‘ Yes; seeing 
that degree on a card woke me up 
to a great change that’s taking place 
among life-insurance agents. Years 
ago I was hounded so persistently 
and by so many of these gentlemen 
that I refused to see them any more. 
Recently a friend of mine decided 
to go into the business, and when he 
told me how his company was pre- 
paring him for the work, I learned 
that a lot of water has gone over the 
dam during the last few years. 

** My friend had to study textbooks 
prepared by some of the foremost 
economists in the country. Then he 
had to pass examinations showing 
that he’d mastered the subject. He’s 
had to continue taking instruction 
after working hours.” 

Today several universities and col- 
leges offer carefully prepared courses 
in life insurance. As these graduates 
have entered the field, other insur- 
ance representatives have realized 
that they, too, must measure up to 
new and higher standards. Fortu- 
nately it’s comparatively easy. The 
same textbooks are available to any 
insurance agent. 


Many of the insurance companies 
have retained instructors from these 
life-insurance classes to give similar 
instruction to their new agents and 
periodical lectures to their older 
ones. Some of the professors teach- 
ing life insurance have given up 
academic life to join the staffs of in- 
surance companies, 

Thus the character and compe- 
tence of life-insurance representa- 
tion has steadily grown better. The 
really successful agent of today no 
longer strong-arms you. He’s an 
estate-planner. And that’s why, after 
you’ve found the right man, you 
should lay bare your private affairs 
and hopes to him. For your own 
sake give him at least as much time 
as you’d give to planning a fishing 
trip or a new rock garden. Only by 
doing so can you profit most fully 
from his expert knowledge. 












NEW WHOLE WHEAT CEREAL 
WINS MILLIONS 





THIS NEW.... 
SHREDDED RALSTON 
MAKES A REAL 
MANS BREAKFAST 
DOESNT IT, SON? 


| SURE LOVE THAT 
FLAVOR...AND THE © 
WEW BITE SIZE MAKES | 
IT SO EASY TO EAT 


NEW...BITE SIZE CEREAL 




















VICTOR RECORDS! 














It costs only $14.95 to give 
Victor Record music this way! 


The gift that 
keeps on giving 
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You can give this new automatic 


RCA Victrola for only $175*! 


<p omnes $25.95 value—in Victor 

a ; Records and RCA Vic- 
trola Attachment — for 
$14.95! RCA Victrola Attach- 
ment plays Victor Recordsthrough 
any modern AC radio, with full 
tone and volume of set. This spe- 
cial offer gives you $14.95 (list 
price) RCA Victrola Attachment, 
$9.00 in Victor Records of your 
own choice, $2.00 subscription to 
Victor Record Review, member- 
ship in the Victor Record Society 
— at a saving of $11.00! 
























Model U-125 


40th Anniversary RCA Victrola 
with $9 worth of Victor Records 


Combines Victor Record and radio entertain- 
ment. Has Gentle Action Automatic Record 
Changer . . . Radio has L ectric Tuning for 6 
stations. In walnut or mahogany. Price, $175*, 
including $9.00 worth of ar Victor Records 
you choose, membership in Victor Record 
Society. Ask your dealer about generous 40th 
Anniversary trade-in offer. Other RCA 
Vietrolas . . . « « « «+ $19.95* up. 











A giftof Victor Records 
costs only 75c up 





26049, 26050, 26051 —A col- 
lection of the six most popular 
Christmas hymns .. . . $2.25 
6607 — Adeste Fideles — The 
Palms . John McCormack $2.00 
1748— DerTannenbaum — Silent 
Night, Holy Night . Hulda Las- 
hanska-Paul Reimers . . $1.50 
25145 —Santa Claus is Comin’ 
to Town—Jingle Bells . Dorsey 
— Goodman ........ 75e 









Let this book be your guide to 
joyful Christmas presents 


Most complete, com- 
pact and convenient 
musical reference 
work... lists approxi- 
mately 6,500 Victor 
Record selections 
COMPLETE with 
biographies, portraits, 
cross indexes, pronun- 


Yours for keeps on 
Victor Records 


... Your favorite music by the 
world’s greatest artists 
Enjoy Christmas this year to the SCA Vine 
sound of your best-loved Christmas dealer. 
songs, performed by your favorite The World’s 
artists! Give your family Victor Greatest Artists are 
Record music... Ever after, Victor on Vistar Saeset> 
Recordswill bring you the music you 
want, when you want it... music for 
every occasion...to match any mood 
... Read how little it now costs to 
give Victor Record music! 








Listen to** Magic I-ey of RCA” every Sun., 
2to3 P.M.,E.S.T.,on NBC Bluc Network. 
You can buy RCA Victrolas on C. I. T. 
easy payment plan. Anyrad trument is 
better with an RCAVictor Master Antenna. 
*Prices f. 0. b. Camden, N. J., subject to 
change without notice. 
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COMBINES. RECORD AND RADIO ENTERTAINMENT 
SERVICE OF THE RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
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hea. U. & PAT. OFF. 


For use in his endless war games 
with spears and bows and arrows, 
our 5-year-old has coined one of the 
most useful new words of the year 
1938—“frenemy,” a person who is 
your friend part of the time and 

our enemy the rest of the time. . . . 
fe says the woods are full of ’em. 


+++ 


As an antidote for “‘ headline jit- 
ters,’ nothing’s better than to read 
a little history or a little poetry after 
dinner... . / A husband, of course, 
must swear his wife to secrecy; it 
wouldn’t do at all for her to tell her 
bridge club that her husband reads 


poetry. 





*““Must swear his wife to se- 
crecy ... that he reads poetry”’ 


I tried to heat some cold hash on the 
new electric stove the other midnight, and 
to my horror discovered that the switches 
weren't even marked; you couldn't tell 
which switch turned on which burner; 
they didn’t want to spoil the streamlined 
effect, I suppose. No doubt the women 
know which is which, thru feminine 
intuition. 


++ + 


When we're traveling, the b. w. 
always looks at the rubber stopper 
in the tub before she takes a bath. 
If it’s not quite immaculate she in- 
sists that I give the hotel manager 
one of my homespun little lectures. 


+++ 


We feel that we live in a sort of 
conservative neighborhood; there 
isn’t anyone within two blocks that’s 
had more than one divorce. 


++ + 


There’s a feeling in the neighborhood 
that the lucky householders who go away 
Sor a long winter vacation should make 
some arrangements for having the snow 
shoveled off their sidewalks while they're 
away. 


++ + 


The sensation in our block is the 
streamlined Thanksgiving dinner 
evolved by the young bride two 
doors away—a turkey sandwich 
(white meat) and some cranberry 
ice. Plenty of mayonnaise, of course. 


Within a brassie shot of the water 
plug on the corner live eleven wid- 
ows, we counted up the other night; 
and some of them get home from 
their bridge games later than the 
neighbors’ grandchildren. (Only two 
widowers; both of ’em go to bed 
early.) 


+++ 


It’s odd how children differ... . 4 At 
5, the b. b. has broken his collarbone 
twice, and still takes steps two or three 
at a time, descending a stairway as if it 
were a ramp; while the b. g. never sits 
down on a chair without looking to see if 
there’s a tack or something on it. 


++ + 


In our block there are two schools 
of thought about the youngsters’ 
music lessons. . . . The Thompsons 
argue that their radio-phonograph 
stimulates their daughter’s musical 
ambitions, but the Murrays declare 
that the records and the radio are 
very discouraging to their son. 
Question of temperament, appar- 
ently. 


+++ 


“Nothing,” confesses Phyllis Gow- 
an, “‘makes me feel so virtuous as to 
send a Christmas present to some- 
one who never sends me one. It’s 
worth $2 anytime.” 


+++ 


There’s a pond in the park behind our 
house, and the ice does more to reunite 
Samilies than any other outdoor sport. . . . 
On a fine crisp week-end afternoon skaters 
JSrom 6 to 60 are gliding around, looking 
very much like a Curreer & Ives print, 
and I think the four pairs of skates are 
the best investment in health and socia- 
bility I ever made. 





“Gliding around. . . looking 
like a Currier & Ives print”’ 


Another plausible explanation for 
the popularity of these 1000-page, 
3-pound novels is that the women 
of America are tired of being ac- 
cused of indulging only in the light- 


est of literature. 


—HARLAN MILLER 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 








































































Drink it 


An Alka-Seltzer 
Tablet in a glass of water makes a spar- 





and it gives quick relief from Head- 
oches, Sour Stomach, Distress after 
meals and other commonailments. Italso 
helps overcome excess acid condition 


$0 often associated with these troubles. 
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A HEADACHE, 
ITS A DANDY. 


STOMACH OR 


HANDY. 


TO HAVE YOUR FUN, 
TO CHASE AN UPSET 


KEEP ALKA-SELTZER 


WHEN YOU GO OUT 
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SODA FOUNTAINS 














Canterbury Poppy 





Unusual Opportunity 


To fill in your inactive and obsolete patterns 


of flat silver. We have accumulated more 
than three hundred of these patterns, such as: 


Bridal Rose Lily -of-the-Valley 
Old Engtisa Leuis XV 
Frontenac Medici 
Les Fleurs Orange Bios 
som 
Violet 


This silver has been used and refinished and 
is offered in first-class condition and ma- 
terially under the price of new silver. 


Unusual Silver 

We have one of the largest stocks of unusual 
silver in the United States, same consisting 
of Tea Services, Compotes, Pitchers, etc., 
by America’s Leading Silversmiths, also 
foreign makers. 

Correspondence Solicited 

Stiver Sent on Approval 


JULIUS GOODMAN & SON, INC. 
41 South Main Street 
Memphis Tennessee 


Luxembourg 














Whims & Hobbies 


Nearly 300 different representa- 
tions of the Madonna make up 
the collection of Mrs. R. A. Zim- 
merman, wife of a Menominee, 
Wisconsin druggist. 


* * * 


Many are the Good Samaritans 
who spread cheer or give aid or spe- 
cial parties for the needy at Christ- 
mastime. You’ll find them in almost 
every city and hamlet. An example 
is in Asheville, North Carolina, 
where Lou Pollock, who operates a 
chain of shoe stores thruout the 
state, gives a Christmas party for 
needy children, outfitting them with 
shoes and hose; and Julius Lowen- 
bein, who spends his Sundays and 
holidays visiting the sick, scattering 
cheer among the hundreds that year- 
ly flock there in search of health. 
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Bert Stamm, of Stryker, Ohio, 
a semi-invalid himself, makes an 
annual pilgrimage to the South, 


carrying with him a cargo of- 


books, magazines, and religious 
tracts which he has collected dur- 
ing the year; and this reading 
material is distributed to the un- 
fortunate. He distributed eight 
tons last yéar. 


* * * 


All thru the year Marion F. Mor- 
rison, Dexter, Maine, makes bibs, 
rompers, baby jackets, bootees, pic- 
ture books, novelty Christmas cards, 
handkerchief cases, and other things 
for children, and at sales she picks 
up children’s books, toys, and games. 
Then in December they’re all in- 
closed in bright red wrappings and 
dispatched to various places where 
at Christmas they’re given to chil- 
dren who’d otherwise receive little 
from Santa. 


* * * 


**Grammy’s”’ one hobby is her 


garden; and her children and 
grandchildren, instead of giving 
presents which might be tucked 
away unused, on Christmas, 
Mother’s Day, Easter, and other 
anniversaries, give her plants or 
seeds—and her garden is a con- 
stant, living revelation of her chil- 
dren’s love. “‘“Grammy”’ is Mrs. 
Henry Frick, Hudson, New York. 


So, 
bd 
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A gift of home-grown flowers to 
her church each Sunday and every 
Christmas for thirty-five years is the 
unusual hobby-record of Mrs. J. A. 
Davis, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
Her chief source of spring and sum- 
mer blossoms is her collection of 14 
oleander bushes. In fall and winter 
she plants bulbs in succession that 
she may always have their blossoms. 
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HE prompt use of Listerine Anti- 
ae after exposure to sudden 
temperature changes, drafts, wet or 
cold feet, may often head off a cold or 
simple sore throat. At such times, this 
wonderful antiseptic seems to give 
Nature the helping hand it needs in 
fighting germs. 


Amazing Germ Reduction 


First Listerine Antiseptic cleanses the 
entire oral cavity, then reaches far 
down into the throat and kills millions 
of germs associated with colds and 
simple sore throat . . . the “secondary 
invaders’’ as doctors call them. They 
are the bacteria that accelerate con- 
gestion and inflammation. 

Fifteen minutes after gargling with 
Listerine Antiseptic, tests showed an 
average germ reduction of 96.7%. Even 
one hour after gargling, an 80% germ 
reduction was noted on the average. 

Such germ reduction helps you to 
understand the remarkable success 
Listerine Antiseptic has had in con- 
trolling colds. 





= gargle with Listerine 


Controlling Colds 


Seven years of medically supervised 
research proved that those who gar- 
gled regularly with Listerine Antiseptic 
had fewer colds, milder colds, and got 
rid of their colds faster than non- 
garglers. 

Surely, in view of these facts, the help- 
ful, delightful, and fastidious habit of 
using Listerine Antiseptic morning and 
night is worth cultivating. Lambert 
Pharmacal Co., St. Louis, Mo. 








LISTERINE 


THE SAFE ANTISEPTIC 
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Listen for the Train Whistle 
GRAND CENTRAL STATION 
Columbia Network ... Every Friday Evening 


See your newspaper for time 
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T’S nice to give wedding or anni- 

versary presents—but do you feel 
sometimes that everybody is getting 
married at once? And don’t you long 
for one of the mew Toastmaster toast- 
ers for yourself? 


Then, you'd better just make up 
your mind and have one. There never 
was a finer toaster, or a more beauti- 
ful one. The graceful lines of this 
““toast-masterpiece’’—the delicately 
etched decoration—the lustrous chro- 
mium sparkle . . . why, merely look- 
ing is a pleasure. 

And the pleasure deepens when you 
taste toast made on this new Toast- 
master automatic pop-up type toaster. 
It makes your kind of toast every time. 
Just set the indicator button for Light, 
Dark, or In-Between—and leave the 
rest to the toaster. 

The Flexible Timer regulates the 
toasting time to a ‘‘T’’—fast when 
the toaster is cold, still faster when 
it’s hot. Then, when the toast is done 
to a turn, up it pops and off goes the 


REG. U. S. PAT. OFF. 





current, automatically. No watching, 
no turning, no burning! 


See this new Toastmaster* toaster 
wherever fine appliances are sold. Anc 
don't forget that there is a 1-slice 
toaster, too, just right for smaller 
families. 


ry r 


JUST LIKE HOME—Most good restau- 
rants and hotels serve delicious toast made 
on Toastmaster Toasters. 
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***TOASTMASTER” is a registered trademark of 
McGRAW ELECTRIC COMPANY, Toastmaster 
Products Division, Elgin, Il. 





Newly styled and luxuriously complete for in- 
formal entertaining—this *‘Standard’’ set is 
one of two latest-model Toastmaster Hospitality 
Sets. 


TOASTMASTER Zoaster 


, 7 a 
AUTOMATIC goP-Up TYPE 


TOAS ™ ASTER PRODUCTS—2-slice automatic pop-up type toaster, $16.00; 1-slice, $10.50; eam 
Hospitality Sets, $19.95, $23.95; folding stand, $5.95; Toast 'n Jam Set, $17.95; Junior non- C=) 
automatic type toaster, $7.50; automatic waffle-baker, $12.50 = 





RECIPES FOR 


9 Yoo 
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Fruit Stuffing 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


34 pound (24 
cups) prunes 
11% cups boiling 


6 cups dry bread 
cubes 
1 teaspoon salt 


water Y{ cup melted 
2% cups chopped fat 
apples 


Wash prunes and soak in boiling 
water 30 minutes. Drain, reserving 
liquid; coarsely chop prunes. Add 
remaining ingredients; thoroly com- 
bine. If moist dressing is desired, add 
some of reserved liquid. Sufficient 
for an 8-pound goose. 


Foamy Sauce 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 
14 cups confec- 
tioners’ sugar 
2 stiff-beaten 
egg whites 


4 tablespoons 
butter 

2 beaten egg yolks 

16 teaspoon vanilla 
extract 


Cream butter; add egg yolks and 
vanilla extract; mix thoroly. Add 
sugar gradually, creaming after each 
addition. Thoroly fold in egg whites. 
Makes 2 cups. 


Cranberry Pot Roast 


[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


2 cups cran- 
berries 
1 cup water 


3-pound beef 
pot roast 
2 tablespoons fat 


Dredge meat in flour and brown 
on both sides in fat. Cook cranberries 
in water until skins pop. Pour over 
meat; cover closely and cook slowly 
about 3 hours. Serves 6. 


Jellied Fruit Pudding 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


1 tablespoon 2 cups grape nuts 


unflavored 1 cup chopped, 
gelatine packaged figs 
4 cup cold water % cup seeded 
114 cups hot water raisins 
2 tablespoons ¥6 cup broken 
lemon juice California 


14 cup sugar walnut meats 

Soften gelatine in cold water; dis- 
solve in hot water. Add lemon juice 
and sugar, stirring until sugar dis- 
solves. Chill until partially firm. Add 
remaining ingredients; pour into 6- 
by 10-inch mold; chill until firm. 
Cut in squares and top with whipped 
cream. Serves 6. 


Brussels Sprouts au Gratin 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


1 quart Brussels l6 cup grated 
sprouts American 

1 tablespoon fat cheese 

2 tablespoons flour 14 cup buttered 

1 cup milk crumbs 


Salt and pepper 


Cook Brussels sprouts in boiling, 
salted water to cover until just ten- 
der—about 10 minutes. Drain and 
place in greased baking dish. Make 
white sauce of fat, flour, and milk; 


ome 


[ The Meals Appear on Page 29 | 


season to taste with salt and pepper 
Add cheese; stir until cheese melt: 
and pour over Brussels sprouts. Cov- 
er with crumbs and bake in mod- 
erate oven (350°) 15 to 20 minutes 
Serves 6. 


Christmas-Wreath Salad 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


4 cups cranberries 1 cup chopped 


2 cups hot water celery 
2 cups sugar \4 cup broken 
2 tablespoons un- California 


flavored gelatine —_ walnut meats 
4 cup cold water 14 cup mayon- 


_ 


Juice of 4% lemon naise 
2 cups diced 4 cup heavy 
apples cream, 
whipped 


Simmer cranbernies in hot water 
20 minutes. Add sugar and cook 5 
minutes. Strain and add gelatine 
softened in cold water. Pour into 
medium-size ring mold and chill 
until firm. Sprinkle lemon juice 
over apples; add celery and nut 
meats. Fold in mayonnaise mixed 
with whipped cream. Unmold cran- 
berry ring and fill center with apple- 
nut salad. Garnish with slices of 
avocado. Serves 6 to 8. 


Frozen Eggnog 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


3 egg yolks 3 egg whites 

2 tablespoons 2 tablespoons 
sugar sugar 

2 cups milk 4 cup cooking 

2 cups cream sherry 

\% teaspoon salt Nutmeg 


Beat egg yolks and 2 tablespoons 
sugar until thick and lemon-colored. 
Scald milk and cream in double 
boiler. Add small amount to egg 
yolks; stir slowly into milk-and- 
cream mixture; cook until mixture 
coats spoon. Add salt to egg whites 
and beat until stiff; add sugar and 
continue beating. Fold egg whites 
into egg yolks; add sherry flavoring. 
Freeze, until just firm, in automatic 
refrigerator, stirring once after mix- 
ture sets. Dash with nutmeg. Serves 6. 


Deviled Oysters 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


¥ cup finely 
cut celery 


1 teaspoon salt 
1% teaspoon 


\4 cup diced pepper 
green pepper 3 teaspoons 

2 tablespoons Worcestershire 
minced onion sauce 

2 tablespoons 2 tablespoons 
minced parsley catsup 

2 tablespoons 4 drops Tabasco 
salad oil sauce 

1 cup cracker Juice of % 
crumbs lemon 


1 quart oysters Buttered crumbs 


Lightly brown celery, green pep- 
per, onion, and parsley in salad oil. 
Moisten crumbs with some of oyster 
liquor; add seasonings, Worcester- 
shire sauce, catsup, Tabasco sauce, 
and lemon juice. Simmer oysters in 
remaining liquor just until edges 
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"WHOLE MEAL 
DISHES 


from a ungle pound of 


Limas with 
Marshmallows 





How’s that for a 
real food bargain? 


Bring on your hungry family! Each 
of the tempting Lima dishes above 
is a ‘‘meal in itself’’— it’s so packed 
with nourishing goodness. 

Yet, so amazingly inexpensive, 
too! Think of it! Two cups of 
SEASIDE Limas dried give you six 
cups cooked! And what clever, 
thrifty ways you can use them: for 
thick soups, chowders, gelatin sal- 
ads, meatless pies, hash, croquettes! 
No peeling...no paring! Simply 
soak your Limas, and boil. 

And how healthful they are! 
Highly alkaline, rich in protein, vi- 
tamins and minerals! Serve Limas 
soon...serve them often! But al- 
ways ask for “SEASIDES” so 
you'll get plump, butter -flavored 
dandies...the pick of the crop! 


FREE 


For dozens of money-saving, 
nourishing, flavorful dishes 
(including the three illus- 
trated here) write today for 
our 36-page recipe booklet. 
Simply address Dept. 44, Cal- 
ifornia Lima Bean Growers 
Association, Oxnard, Calif. 





“Regular” 
“Baby”— look 
for this 25-Ib. 
box or the 100- 
Ib. Seaside bag 
atyour grocer’s. 
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curl. Drain; combine with other two 
mixtures. Fill greased ramekins or 
sea-food shells. Top with crumbs; 
bake in moderate oven (350°) until 
thoroly heated and lightly browned. 
Serves 8. 


Frosted Butterscotch Cookies 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 
% cup shortening 1% teaspoon 
1% cups brown baking powder 

sugar 1 teaspoon soda 
2 beaten eggs 1 cup sour cream 
1 teaspoon vanilla 2% cup chopped 

extract California 
2% cups flour walnut meats 
¥% teaspoon salt 


Thoroly cream shortening and 
sugar; add eggs and vanilla extract; 
beat well. Add flour, sifted with salt, 
baking powder, and soda, alter- 
nately with sour cream; beat after 
each addition. Add nut meats. Chill 
until firm and drop from teaspoon on 
greased baking sheet, spacing 2 
inches apart. Bake in moderately 
hot oven (400°) 12 minutes. Cool 
and spread with Brown Butter Frost- 
ing. Makes 30. 


Brown Butter Frosting 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


6 tablespoons 1 teaspoon 
butter vanilla extract 

114 cups confec- 4 tablespoons 
tioners’ sugar hot water 


Brown butter over low heat; add 
confectioners’ sugar and blend. Add 
vanilla extract, then enough water 
to make of spreading consistency. 


Quick Corn Chowder 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe ] 


1 10%4-ounce can 4 cups milk 


condensed 1 smaH onion, 

cream of sliced 

mushroom soup 1 tablespoon 
1 No. 2 can fat 


golden bantam 1% teaspoon salt 
whole-kernel 1/16 teaspoon 
corn pepper 


Combine soup, corn, and milk. 
Brown onion in fat and add. Season 
with salt and pepper. Simmer 15 
minutes. Serves 8. 

Walnut Tarts 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


1 cup sugar 3 beaten eggs 

1 cup light 1 standard recipe 
corn sirup plain pastry 

1 cup broken 
California 


walnut meats 


Combine sugar, corn sirup, nut 
meats, and eggs; pour into 6 pastry- 
lined tart pans and bake in hot 
oven (450°) 10 minutes; reduce oven 
to 325° for 40 minutes. Nut meats 
rise to top and form crisp crust, 
leaving rich custard beneath. Makes 
6 tarts. 








Long-Planned House 


Poor Aladdin! his house was raised 

Whole and sudden, by hands of 
jinns; 

All his joy was a startled, dazed 

Awe and wonder. The joy that 
wins 

By long waiting, by saving slow 

(Pinching pennies till fingers 
cramp) 

Brings a glamor he could not 
know— 

And heaps more fun than a 
magic lamp! 

—Dorothy Brown Thompson 
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SHE LEARNED .. . 


—how to mix in shortening for a flaky crust 
—how to add water for tender pastry 

—how to handle pastry to keep it tender 

—how to bake pastry to keep it well-shaped 
—how to buy flour for better results in all baking 














Look in your Pillsbury’s Best Bag for 
new, improved methods for bread, bis- 
cuits, pie crust, and cakes— 


WITH THESE METHODS AND THIS FINE FLOUR YOU CAN 
GET “PARTY QUALITY” INTO SIMPLE FOODS! 


By MARY ELLIS AMES, Director, Pillsbury’s Cooking Service 


I suppose it’s natural for 
some women to think: ‘For 
fancy baking I need fine 
flour . . . but for simple 
baking I need not be so care- 
ful.” Actually, this is exact- 
ly wrong. 

In bread, biscuits, pie 
crust, and simple cakes, the 
flavor and goodness come 
almost entirely from the 
flour we use. There are no 
fancy flavors and colorings 
to cover up the unsatisfac- 
tory results of poor flour. 
For instance, in pie crust 
there’s simply nothing we 
can do to avoid the poor 
color, toughness, and flat 
flavor which come from 
cheap flour—except to use 
better flour. 

It costs only about ‘2c 
more per recipe to use 
Pillsbury’s Best. When you 
see what tender, crisp, beau- 
tiful pastry it makes — the 
way it puts “party quality” 
into even the simplest baked 
foods — you'll realize that 
spending that ‘2c is true 
economy. 


Made of a blend of wheats “‘balanced’”’ 


for all baking— 






NEW, PROVED METHODS FOR 
IMPROVING SIMPLE BAKING 


In the last few years, sim- 
pler and surer methods have 
been developed for making 
bread, biscuits, pastry, and 
cakes. You’ll find these 
methods printed in a recipe 
folder packed in your 
Pillsbury’s Best bag. If you 
use these methods with the 
fine flour in that bag, you'll 
find your everyday baking 
turning out like the kind 
that wins prizes at the 
fairs. 

Ask your grocer for 
Pillsbury’s Best — and look 
for the recipe folder in the 
bag. 









LOOK IN THESE BAGS 
FOR FOLDER GIVING NEWEST 
BAKING METHODS 











BREAD, PIES, AND 
CAKES... PLUS 
OTHER RECIPES 
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BY ANN CARROLL 
Right out of our own kitchen comes this 
Christmas Pudding! It is your favorite 
pudding given a new dress, and new zest, 
with Hawaiian Canned Pineapple! 
Puddings Hot. With a steamed Carrot 
Pudding (such as illustrated), our little 
trick is to line the well-greased mold with 
Pineapple slices before turning in the pud- 
ding mixture. Another idea is to include 
Crushed Pineapple in the pudding itself— 
or as a delicious sauce, just as it is. 
Puddings Cold. Try adding Pineapple 
Tidbits to tapioca, bread or rice puddings. 
Turn out cup custards on chilled slices of 
Pineapple, or put a spoonful of Crushed 
Pineapple and currant jelly into the mold 
before turning in the custard. Add some 
Crushed or Tidbits to fruit gelatins and 
frozen desserts, or fold drained Crushed 
Pineapple into the whipped cream you use 
as topping. Alternate Pineapple slices with 
ladyfingers for the sides of icebox cake. 
Yes, Hawaiian Canned Pineapple does 
have a way of adding flavor—to puddings 
as well as to fruit cocktails and salads, as 
a garnish for holiday meats. And best of 
all, it’s such a wholesome fruit: vitamins A, 
B and C, many important minerals, plus 
natural sugars for quick energy. It’s good, 
good for you—and convenient no end! 





AI Ag ag 4 id’ 


PINEAPPLE 
CARROT PUDDING 


Mix together 1 cup each cur- 
rants, raisins, grated potatoes, 
grated raw carrots, ground 
suet, sugar, sifted flour, 1 tea- 
spoon each soda, nutmeg, and 
allspice, 2 teaspoons cinna- 
mon, ¥ teaspoon each ground 
cloves and salt. Turn mixture 
into a greased mold lined with slices 
of Pineapple, filling % full. Cover, 
steam 2 cael Serves 6 to 8. Once 
and a half the recipe was used in the 
pudding pictured above. Serve hot 
with a sauce made by boiling together 
¥, cup of sugar, | tablespoon flour, 4% 
teaspoon salt, 1 cup of the Pineapple 
syrup. When slightly thickened, add 
1 tablespoon each butter and brandy 
or grated lemon rind. Serve it hot. 
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PEASANT ANGELS 


Directions for Making Them 
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ull-color photograph of the angels appears on page 28 | 
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Large Angel Pattern: Make a 

»72-1nch circle, using lightweight 
cardboard. Mark off one quarter- 
Section and add 4 inches of ad- 
joining quarter-section (Chart 1) 
Draw lines X and Y Me:z : 
34 inch from li < Y for 
an nes X and Y for 
tabs and underlap. On line a 
inch from lower curve mark 14. 
8 tab. Repeat to make 5 tabs 

n line X make 14-inch slits for 


g 


Draw circle 14 inch from center 
point C. This will form the base for 
head. Draw 2 circles 54 inch and 1 
inch from center point C. Th 
will indicate arm and win 4. 
tions. See detailed Chart M The 
bottom of arm slits will be a point 
% inch from lines X and Y on 
lower circle. From these Points 
draw diagonal lines to center point 
marked C. Pierce 4 small holes with 
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Musical Door Chimes 
Instead of Br-r-Rings 


When the door-button 
is pressed, rich, pleasing 
chime tones replace the 
irritating, nerve-racking 
noise of the ordinary 
bell or buzzer. The tonal 
beauty and graceful, 
decorative appearance 
of Rittenhouse Chimes 
add much to the pleas- 
ure and pride you take 
in your home. — 
Model shown is 40” 
long and sounds two 
notes. Price $7.00 
(model for two-door op- 
eration $8.00). Other 
models $1.00 to $50.00. 
Your electrical dealer, 
department or hardware 
store has them or can 
get them for youx Write 
today for free folder 
showing all models. 


The A. E. Rittenhouse Ce., inc. 


Dept. 25 Honeoye Fails, N.Y. 
Established 1903 
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RITTENHOUSE CHIMES 
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& ELECTRIC DOOR-CHIMES== 












AL L. Arizona's 


Valley of the Sun 


Thrilling days of glowing warmth, and balmy 
ights of star-filled grandeur, make this famous 

Valley of the Sun a land of perpetual summer. 
Come enjoy the glamour of its orange groves, 
its palm trees, its limitless expanse of cactus-dotted 
desert, its picture-book mountains, and its cloudless 
turquoise skies. Meet its neighborly, sincere people 
inywhom hospitality is inherent. Bask in its serenity, 
and bronze in its friendly sun. Stay for a season, and 
return to spend a lifetime. One visit will convince you 
that this is the ideal site for the home-of-your-dreams. 


Winter Rates now in effect on “2° Wal 7. 
Transcontinental Lines. ““ $-. . «Cs 


§ 2” 
Plhoenix 
wastnesa "ARIZONA 


Please send free new illustrated booklets and 
folder containing cartograph map of Arizona 
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darning needle 44 inch down from 
first circle. Attach head thru these. 


Wing Pattern: Draw a 4” x 7” 
rectangle on light cardboard (Chart 
N). In upper right-hand corner 
measure down 34 inch. Draw diago- 
nal line to lower left-hand corner. 
Add a 3%” square to upper left- 
hand corner. Using a penny for pat- 
tern, mark scallops as shown. Punch 
l4-inch dots on wings later. 


Sleeve Pattern: Draw a 3” x 334” 
rectangle on lightweight cardboard 
(Chart O). Draw diagonal line 
from lower left-hand corner to a 
point 7/16” to the left of the upper 
right corner. Add 7/16” x 54” tab 
at this corner. Make tab accurately, 
to fit tab on wing. (See enlarged tab, 
Chart P.) To lower right corner 
add 54” x 1" tab; shape like a hand. 

Place pattern on white drawing 
paper. Mark and cut. Punch wing 
scallops; cut slits with sharp knife. 


Small Angel Pattern: Follow 
Chart 2 for measurements; continue 
as for large angel. 


Robe Decorations: See Chart 3 
for design and Charts 1 and 2 for 
placement. Many arrangements of 
star, heart, or dots may be used—an 
all-over sprinkling of stars, hearts, 
or dots; a border of stars; a double 
row of dots; or a combination of 
these. 


Star Flowers: Cut gold star and 
green leaf using metallic paper, dou- 
ble thickness. From picture wire, cut 
a 9” stem for large angel and a 6” 
stem for small angel. Wrap with a 
14” strip of green metallic paper. 
See Chart for patterns. Using 
gummed tape, stick top of stem to 
back of star. Paste second star over 
first, metallic side out. Fringe out- 
side edge of leaves and fasten in the 
same manner as stars. With tape, 
fasten flower to inside of one hand 
and paste hands together firmly. 


To Assemble: Use 1” transparent 
gummed tape and paste. Match tabs 
on wing and arm pieces; paste to- 
gether. Place tabs in slits, bend tabs 
toward back, paste down, and cover 
with small piece of tape, being 
careful not to cover slits. (See Chart 
R.) Form cone-shaped angel body 
(Chart 2B). Slightly bend tabs 
along line and fit into slits along line 
X. Place tape over each tab on inside. 
A 2” artificial snowball forms the 
head for large angel, and 134” ball 
for small angel. Using darning nee- 
dle and white cord, sew head: in 
place, thru punched holes. Halfway 
down place blue gummed dots for 
eyes, and one half a red dot for 
mouth. Paint hair, using rust-col- 
ored water color; and leave a little 
part down center. Rouge cheeks. 
They wear babushkas. Cut a 7” 
triangle of percale for large angel, 
and 6” triangle for small angel. 


Paper Curls: Cut circles from dou- 
ble-thickness copper or gold metallic 
paper (Chart 2). Paste circles to- 
gether before cutting curls. Allow 2 
to 4 curls for each peasant. Pin 
babushkas and paste curls in place. 
Curve sleeves and bend wings. 
Now you have lovely angels to 
add holiday atmosphere. Cloaked in 
tissue paper they’re a surprise gift. 
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Enjoy the benefits of Maytag wash- 
ing action, dirt-catching sediment 


trap, and extra-efficient damp-drier. 
Maytag features combine to give 
quicker, easier washings and cleaner, 
fresher, longer wearing clothes. 





The sturdy Maytag will give you 
satisfaction and savings for years. 
Old Maytags by the thousands are 
still washing clothes gently, thor- 
oughly and economically. 


















































Rates FOR ME I met Ethel Davis last 
month or I'd still be wishing I could afford 
a Maytag. “Are you still yearning for a 
Maytag?” she asked me after we had traded 
gossip. “I'm afraid I am,” I moaned, “I'd 
love to own one, but I simply must keep 
within my budget.” Ethel laughed. “So 
that’s your reason,” she exclaimed. “Didn't 
you know that Maytags are now priced for 
budgets like yours! Come with me.” 

She marched me to a Maytag display. 
Was I surprised! Fine, big washers with 
new, low prices that were a revelation. And 
when the dealer explained how Icould own 
one on very low monthly payments, I was 
sold. So was hubby—he says his shirts never 
looked so neat before. And as for the work 
it saves me—we are both happy about that! 
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Don’t let that ‘““OVER-40” look 
settle down on You too soon 


Many people just past 40 
look and act far older than 
their years. 

This early aging may come 
from two common after-40 
troubles. 


tant vitamins. The yeast it- 
self acts like a “booster’’ for 
these vitamins when digestion 
is slow. It supplies other 
essentials that help 
these vitamins and the 
food you eat do more 


1. Your body may not be getting "Sm ’ 
enough vitamins. Older people for you. And this im- Fleischmann . 
need certain vitamins just as proved digestion should Yeast helps 
much as children do. make you feel better, 

2. Poorer digestion—that often more energetic. many 


sets in aground 40—may pull you 
down. It also may keep the vita- 
mins you eat from doing you all 
the good they should. 
Both these troubles can be 
helped by Fleischmann’s fresh 
Yeast. It gives you 4 impor- 


Aver FO: 


Feel Younger 


Eat Fleischmann’s 
Yeast % hour before 
meals, plain or dissolved 
in a little water. Do this 
every day to help you 


Cc ight, 1938. 
feel 40 years young! opyright 


Standard Brands incorporated 






















NOW ONLY 
are unsightly and dangerous! Keep them o mee tom | Oc 
ft th i bother sewing or serving wit : 

F re) e floor with the famous JUSTRITE Pat. fowl roa lee and as Siecloes 
unlace quickly, cleanly w 3 

PUSH CLIPS Morse ane er 2. teat 

Quick, neat and easy. No tools. Ideal for radio, testing. Soe adie’ ‘Aids. 241 Senator 


lamp and telephone wires. Set of 8 on card in 
olors to match your woodwork only 10¢ at 
Electrical, Hardware, Department and 10> Stores. 


JUSTRITE MFG. CO.-CHICAGO 


e 
Cin’ti, Ohio 
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MOTHERS Get this Streamlined Mechanical 
Train for vour boy WITHOUT COST! 
Peer —Se_ eee eet ee ee Ue CU 


ETTER HOMES & GARDENS 
1 5212 Meredith Building, Des Moines, towa 


I enclose $ for the attached subscrip- 


Tue Christmas gift that he'll prize above all 
others is this modern streamlined mechanical 
train. It consists of mail car, refrigerator car, 
livestock car with sliding doors, and caboose, © (isns (hey must’ ital 3 or more and youc own 
all in different colors. Included is the round and 1 ake, nes = soot 
oval track with built-in switches. You can get 
train without cost by using the coupon and I 
sending us three or more |-year subscriptions I 
to Better Homes & Gardens at $1 each. How- 1 
l 


ever, they must be sold outside your own , Address....-----.+-++5+2eee00s 
home; your own or your gift subscriptions 
cannot be counted. ORE A ee vee 





Books for Tots and Bigger 


Santa OK’s these gift-books for little men and little women 


By Vera Bucknell Thompson 





**O for a Booke and a shadie Nooke, 
eyther in-a-doors or out. 

With the grene leaves whispering overhede, 
or the Streete cryes all about. 

Where I maie Reade all at my ease, 
both of the Newe and Olde; 

For a jollie goode Booke where on to looke, 
is better to me than golde.” 


—Anonymous. 


WauetHer Santa Claus drives 
his reindeer this year or flies thru 
the air in a new airplane, he loves to 
use books for Christmas ballast, be- 
cause he knows that long after the 
toys are broken and forgotten a be- 
loved book will bring joy and satis- 
faction to his boys and girls. Tho I 
talk of new books | titles in black 
type |, don’t forget the old favorites. 
Several publishers publish inexpen- 
sive editions of those which were 
treasures in your childhood. 


For Tots 


A Child’s Grace The “littlest” 
will turn the pages of this picture 
book with loving hands, for these 
exquisite photographs illustrate the 
well-known child’s “‘Grace”’ of Mrs. 
Leatham’s, beginning: “‘ Thank you 
for the world so sweet.” [ Pictured 
in photography by Harold Burde- 
kin; preface and verses by Ernest 
Claxton; published by E. P. Dutton 
& Co., $1.50.] 

The Alphabet Nothing has ever 
taken the place of the old version of 
the alphabet rhyme beginning, “A 
was an Archer who shot at a frog.” 
Author Orr made large full-color 
plates for it that were published in 
England in 1931. Most of the char- 
acters are English, of course, and 
most of the backgrounds historical. 
{ By Monro S. Orr; in 26 colored 
pictures with more than 25 black- 
and-white drawings and other em- 
bellishments; William Collins Sons 
& Co., $2. ] 

You'll find additional good books 
for the tiny folks in the variety store. 


For 4 Years and Plus 


Sleepy Kitten If I were 4 
years old, I’d love to be the 
one that the Sleepy Kitten 
takes thru the book. I'd think it 
was fun to be upside down on 
page 9¢, or run up the hill on 
page 41 to get the picnic bas- 
ket; and when the kitten went 
back to sleep I'd say, turning 
to the first page, “Please, 
Mommy, read it again.” [ By Miriam 
Clark Potter; E.P. Dutton & Co., $2.] 

The Streamlined Pig The little 
boy wanted a farm more than any- 
thing else in the world, so his father 
bought him one. It was perfect until 
the rains came and the river covered 
the farm. The little boy took his cows 
and his chickens and his ducks and 
his donkey and his buffalo off in air- 
planes and zeppelins. But the pig had 
to fly thru the air with the help of a 
parachute, and the wind made him 
into a streamlined pig! { By Mar- 
garet Wise Brown; gay pictures by 
Kurt Wiese; Harper & Bros., $1.50. | 


Collections 


Boxes of books are fun, too, with a 
number of fine collections to be had: 

My Book House Perhaps you'd 
like to buy a collection of books to 
start your eldest in search of the joy 
that good reading brings; (or maybe 
have children with varied tastes to 
satisfy?). Thiscollection of 12 volumes 
will fill his needs from babyhood 
thru the grades, and take him into 
high school well grounded in litera- 
ture. Here’s a fine tool to help train 
your child to habits of thought that 
will make his life happier and more 
worth while. The latest edition has 
the new “eye ease”’ paper, a delicate 
pastel that eliminates glare. Selected 
stories and poems from the world’s 
most popular works for children, 760 
selections from 52 countries; 2.752 
pages and 2,075 illustrations, more 
than a thousand of them in attractive, 
full color. [The Book House for Chil- 
dren, Chicago, Illinois. $49.50. ] 
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ISNT ONCE 
ENOUGH ? 


LIFE! SMART 
DOGS TAKE 


SHOT CAPSULES 
TWICE A YEAR. 





PLAY SAFE WITH YOUR DOG 


“Sergeant” was a real dog, 
owned by a druggist who 
made worm medicines for his 
pet from the best drugs in his 
shop. Sergeant’s Sure Shot 
Capsules are especially made 
for Roundworms and Hook- 
worms in dogs weighing over 
ten pounds. Smaller dogs need 
Sergeant’s Puppy Capsules. 
Both are safe and effective. 
There are 23 tried and tested Ser- 
geant’s Dog Medicines. Trusted by 
dog lovers since 1879. Constantly 
improved. Made of finest drugs. Sold 
under a money-back guarantee by 
drug and pet stores. Ask them A a 


FREE copy of Sergeant's Dog Boo 
or write: 


POLK MILLER PRODUCTS CORP. 


2012 W. Broad St., Richmond, Va. 
Copr. 1938, Polk Miller Products Corp. 


Sergeants 
DOG MEDICINES 








REAL comfort, 


Wear “Sleepers” 


Tired feet need soothing re- 
laxation. Knitted wool 
“Sleepers” are cozily warm, 
noiseless, washable, sturdy. 
Powder blue, rose, foam 
green, orchid, and all pastel 
shades. Darker colors for men. 


A DELIGHTFUL GIFT! 


You'll love ‘‘Sleepers.’’ And they make 
a perfect and original gift for friends. 
Convenient for travel; soft, fashionable. 

Look for ‘*Sleepers’’ at notion depart- 
ments in most stores or send $1.00. State 
color you prefer and if for man or lady. 
Attractive package; postpaid. 


RELIABLE KNITTING WORKS 
2030 W. Lioyd St, Dept. A, Milwaukee, Wis. 


CORNS, SORE TOES 


Dr. Scholl’s beget re 
give instant relief; 
soothe, heal; stop shoe 
pressure; case new or 
tight shoes. Quickly re- 
ve corns, callouses. 
Medical safe. Cost 
but } i Sizes for 
yng Bun- 










Ge 
Dr Scholls Zinopads 













Helps increase Poultry Profits. Send coin or stamps. 
50 cents for 3 years or 10 cents for 6 months trial 
Agents wanted. American Poultry Journal 
542 So. Clark Street Chicago, Minois 


Te 


Best Poultry Paper 6 ®S.,.. 10% 
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The Little Folks’ Library: _ first 
and second series [ Newson & Co.; 
12 small volumes to each set, $1.80. ] 
My First Library { Platt and Munk, 
50c }. 


For 8 and Abouts 


Alexander’s Christmas Eve Ever 
since November 12, when the last 
bit of blue silk was fastened to his 
blue silk tail, Alexander, the spotted 
horse, got into mischief. Now on 
Christmas Eve, Mrs. Santa Claus 
had to wash gooseberry j jam off his 
face so he could make the trip with 
Santa. Even then Alexander was 
naughty, persuading the clown and 
soldier to jump from Santa’s pack. 
{ By Marjorie Knight; illustrated in 
color and black-and-white by How- 
ard Simon; E. P. Dutton & Co., 
$1.50. ] 

Dolls As many little girls from 8 
to 80 are collecting dolls these days, 
this amusing doll anthology, delight- 
fully illustrated, would be a wel- 
comed gift. The author has col- 
lected dolls and poems about dolls 
for a great many years. [ By Julia A. 
Robinson; Albert Whitman Co., 
$1.50. ] 

Old Favorites: Household Stories, 
by Grimm [ Macmillan Co., $1] ; 
The Children’s Bible, by Sherman and 
Kent [ Charles Scribner’s Sons, 
$2.50 ]. [ Turn to next page 








STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, 
MANAGEMENT, ETC. 


Of Better Homes & Gardens, published monthly at 
Des Moines, Iowa, for October 1, 1938. 
State of lowa ) 


ss 
County of Polk if 


Before me, a Notary Public in and for the 
State and county aforesaid, personally appeared 
Fred Bohen, who, having been duly sworn ac- 
cording to law, deposes and says that he is the 
President of Better Homes @ Gardens (Meredith 
Publishing Company), and that the following is, 
to the best of his knowledge and belief, a true 
statement of the ownership, management, etc. 
of the aforesaid publication for the date shown 
in the above c aption, required by the Act of 
August 24, 1912, as amended by the Act of 
March 3, 1933, embodied in section 537, Postal 
Laws and Regulations, to wit: 

1. That the names and addresses of the pub- 
lisher, editor, managing editor, and business 
managers are: 

Publisher: Meredith Publishing Company, 
Des Moines, Iowa. 

Editor: Frank W. McDonough, 
Des Moines, Iowa. 

President: Fred Bohen, Des Moines, Iowa. 

2. That the owners are: 

Meredith Publishing Company, Des Moines, 

Iowa 
Fred Bohen, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Trust of E. ., Meredith, Des Moines, Iowa. 
Edna E. Meredith—Mildred M. Bohen, Trust, 

Des Moines, Iowa. 

E. T. Meredith, Jr., Des Moines, Iowa. 
Mildred M. Bohen, Des Moines, Iowa. 
Edna E. Meredith—E. T. Meredith, Jr., Trust, 

Des Moines, Iowa. 

Edna E, Meredith, Des Moines, Iowa. 

3. That the known bondholders, mortgagees, 
and other security holders owning or holding 1 
percent or more of total amount of bonds, mort- 
gages, or other securities are: None. 

4. That the two paragraphs next above, giv- 
ing the names of the owners, stockholders, and 
security holders, if any, contain not only the list 
of stockholders and security holders as they 

maa upon the books of the company but 
also, in cases where the stockholder or security 
holder appears upon the books of the company 
as trustee or in any other fiduciary relation, the 
name of the person or corporation for whom 
such trustee is acting, is given; also that the said 
two paragraphs contain statements embracing 
affiant’s full eeuteden and belief as to the cir- 
cumstances and conditions under which stock- 
holders and security holders who do not ap 
upon the books of the company as trustees, Fold 
stock and securities in a capacity other than that 
of a bona fide owner; and this affiant has no 
reason to believe that any other person, asso- 
ciation, or corporation has any interest direct 
or indirect in the said stock, bonds, or other 
securities than as so stated by him. 
The Meredith Publishing Company, 
Fred Bohen, 
President. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this first 
day of October, 1938. 

{ Seal ] J: O. Gleason, 

Notary Public in and for Polk County, Iowa. 
(My commission expires July 4, 193° )) 
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This is such a simple test, yet it means so 
much! For it shows whether a cleanser is safe 
to use on the bathtub, sink and other smooth 
surfaces in your home. Just do this: Sprinkle 
a little Old Dutch on the back ofa sinte ue 





Rub with a coin, and listen. There's no 
grating or grinding from Old Dutch because 
it is free from harsh, scratchy grit. With this 
test you can detect a gritty cleanser, because 
you can hear it grind and scrape. 


Old Dutch doesn’t scratch 


..- IT’S MADE WITH SEISMOTITE 


Lovely is the word for porcelain and enamel surfaces kept gleam- 
ingly smooth with Old Dutch. That’s because the flaky, flat-shaped 
Seismotite particles wipe away the dirt and polish as they clean. Old 
Dutch is wonderfully quick-acting—yet it is kind to your hands and 
to the many smooth surfaces in your home. Be good to yourself, and to 
your nice things, by using modern, economical Old Dutch Cleanser. 














This handsome Well & Tree 

platter which bears a good, 

durable, silver plate, is a 

welcome addition to any 

table service. pistgeniter 

gerving steaks, chops, 

hot and cold meats, 

omelets, vegeta- 
les; and will 

make a smart 

buffet tray for 

sandwiches. 





$3.00 Value ada) and windmill pictures from 6 
for only om | 00 


The Well & Tree design allows 
the meat juices to drain away, 
into a well, where they can be 
easily ladled out. The outer 
edge is finished in a raised 
border effect that adds to the 
richness of the platter. The de- 
bossing on the bottom of the 
platter permits an air space 
between the table and platter. 


<- Actual size 135 inches long 





i iabdetae t 


You may orderas many Well & Tree | 
Platters as you wish. Remember each 
platter requires $1.00 ($1.50 in Can- 


Old Dutch labels [or compie:e labels}. 
Old Dutch Cleanser, Dept. $461 


SIRE RTT)? 6221 N. La Salle St., Chicago, Illinois 


and 6 Old Dutch Labels 


This Supremely Lovely 


WM. A. ROGERS 
WELL & TREE PLATTER 


Made and Guaranteed by Oneida, Ltd. 





Iam enclosing _—__ windmill pic- 
tures from Old Dutch labels {or com- | 











plete labels} and-$ for which 
please send me Well & Tree 
Platters. 
Addr 
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EXCERPTS FROM ACTUAL LETTERS 





Housewives are overjoyed to dis- 
cover how Johnson’s Wax polish 
helps with their housework, saves 
hours of cleaning time, gives 
greater beauty to FLOORS, FURNI- 
TURE AND WOODWORK. This pure 
wax preserves leather, gives shoes 
a wonderful long lasting polish; 
protects painted door frames from 
dirt and finger smudges; keeps baby’shigh chair 
clean and sanitary. There are more than 100 
work saving household uses for Johnson’s Wax. 


Give your TELEPHONE a wax pol- 
ish to shut out dust and make it 
easy to clean. 


COPR. S.C. JOHNSON & SON, INC., 1938 





Pt Caer 





Wax your SILVER and 
METAL DRESSER SETS 
for protection against 
tarnish. 


Protect your BOOK- 
ENDS and ORNAMENTS 
(wood, metal or pottery) 
with Johnson's Wax. 


Try these other 
household uses for wax 


JOHNSON’S WAX is 
very economical to 
use. It should not be 
confused with any so- 
called no-rubbing wax. 
Because it is a blend 
of pure waxes only, 
Johnson’s Wax wears Lamp Shades 
longer, gives greater 


beauty and protection. Bl 
ecco yaar, OO 
BARN EXTRA MONEY FOR CHRISTMAS by seu. 


ing gift subscriptions to Better Homes & Gardens at the 





Typewriter 


AS 


Ash Trays 


Electric Refrigerator 














special rates quoted on page 6. We offer liberal commis- 
sions. Write today for details to Better Homes & Gardens, 
5512 Meredith Bldg., Des Moines, Iowa. 








Books for Tots and Bigger 


[ Begins on page 46 | 


Ages 9 to 14 


The Great Adventures of Jack, 
Jock, and Funny “We must earn 
money to shingle the house! What 
can we do?” With teacher’s help, 
Charles and Chester opened a board- 
ing kennel for dogs. It was work, of 
course, but the dogs were such fun. 
They found Funny in a train wreck, 
not knowing that the cunning little 
fellow would help them to find their 
missing grandfather. The black-and- 
white dog pictures are most delight- 
ful. [ Story by Eleanor Youmans; 
illustrated by Will Ranells; Bobbs- 
Merrill Co., $1.50. ] 

Heidi Grows Up What became 
of Heidi when she grew up? Here’s 
the answer to a question that many 
little girls have wished to know. 
(She had adventures! And _sur- 
prises!) [By Charles Tritten, Jo- 
hanna Spyri’s translator; Grosset & 
Dunlap, $2. | 

Thorndike Century Junior Dic- 
tionary If a dictionary for Christ- 
mas doesn’t click, get it for New 
Year’s and start the year off right 
for some lucky boy or girl—almost 
25,000 of the most common words 
with explanations that a grade- 
school child can understand; good 
illustrations. [ By E. L. Thorndike, 
D. Appleton-Century Co., $2. | 

Fun With Boxes For a 10-year- 
old boy who likes to use his hands. 
It tells how to build all sorts of 
things with materials you have 
around the house. Clear, simple di- 
rections and diagrams. | By Joseph 
= Frederick A. Stokes Co., 
$2. 

Old Favorites: Heidi, by Johanna 
Spyri [Rand McNally Co., $1; 
Windemere Series]; Winnie The 
Pooh, by A. A. Milne [ E. P. Dutton 
& Co., $1 ]; Stories of Pioneer Life, by 
Florence Bass {[ D. C. Heath & Co., 
84c ]; Back of the North Wind, by 
George MacDonald [ J. B. Lippin- 
cott Co., $1]; Little Women, by 
Louisa M. Alcott [ Little, Brown & 
Co., $1.50 ]. 


More Adventurous 


The Story of Buffalo Bill What 
teen-age boy isn’t interested in the 
story of Buffalo Bill? When Bill’s 
father died he got a job as a “ bull- 
whacker,” if you know what that 
is. At the age of 12 he couldn’t read 
or write. He did go to school for one 
year, but quit to make a name for 
himself as an Indian fighter. He was 
among the first to ride the pony ex- 
press with the mail; was a scout 
and a spy for the Union army dur- 
ing the Civil War, and the last of 
the frontiersmen. [By Shannon 
Garst; Bobbs-Merrill Co., $1.75. ] 

We Didn’t Mean to Go to Sea 
The most exciting adventure the 
Swallows have ever had. They in- 
tended to have a jolly holiday, sail- 
ing around in Jim Brading’s little 
yacht, The Goblin. But! They found 
themselves adrift in the fog without 
Jim! What happened where they 
landed (it was Holland) makes a 
delightfully thrilling adventure. All 
young readers from 10 to 14, wheth- 
er they know John, Susan, Titty, and 
Roger from reading “ Pigeon Post,” 


or are just making their acquaint- 
ance, will find this an engrossing 
story. [ By Arthur Ransome; Mac- 
millan Co., $2. ] 

Circus Who doesn’t love a cir- 
cus? The personal anecdotes ac- 
companying the splendid pen-and- 
ink drawings help to capture the 
romance of the Big Top, and would 
appeal to any child from five on up 
who has been to the circus. Older 
boys and girls as well as men and 
women would enjoy their unusual 
charm and quality. [ Picture book, 
with text by Bertha Bennet Bur- 
leigh; G. P. Putnam’s Sons, $2.50. } 

The Flying Chinaman This 
hilarious Chinese mystery story, for 
ages 9 to 12, is nonsense from start 
to finish, with the mystic words, 
“Wha ta nu tiam crow” causing 
poor Wei all his trouble. Here’s not 
one but two villains, with a villain- 
ess thrown in for good measure; 
but don’t worry because the police 
of Canton always get their man. [ By 
Harry H. Fein; Alfred A. Knopf, 
Inc., $1.50. ] 

Storms on the Labrador Good 
teen-age books are hard to find, but 
older boys and girls will enjoy this 
story of outdoor life in a part of the 
continent that’s little known. Hard- 
ship, excitement, and a boy’s de- 
votion to his Indian dog “‘ Cracky,”’ 
with a love story on the side, make 
this an absorbing tale. [ By Hep- 
burn Dinwoodie; Oxford Univer- 
sity Press, $2. | 

Old Favorites: Gulliver's Travels, 
by Jonathan Swift [ E. P. Dutton & 
Co., $1 ]; Swiss Family Robinson, J. D. 
Wyss [ E. P. Dutton & Co., $1 ]; 
The Mysterious Island, by Jules Verne 
[ Charles Scribner’s Sons, $1.50 }; 
The Three Musketeers [ Next Page 











How to Put a House 


in a Frame! 


In EASY lessons, pictured so you 
can’t miss a point, and all in one is- 
sue, you'll learn how to frame a 
house into a beautiful garden por- 
trait—in short, how to become your 
own landscape architect. ... 

Properly planting your home 
grounds is so simple and easy with 
these salient points to guide you. 

For instance, you’re shown as well 
as told how to select your theme, how 
not to waste space, and how to han- 
dle the driveway, among many other 
“‘ basic ideas” in this most interesting, 
most easily understood treatise on 
home-landscaping we’ve ever pub- 
lished . . . featured in next month’s 
Better Homes & Gardens. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 
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[ Grosset & Dunlap, 75c]; Hans 
Brinker, by Mary Mapes Dodge 
[Grosset & Dunlap, 75c]; The 
Golden Treasury, by Frances T. Pal- 
grave [Ginn & Co., $1 ]; Robinson 
Crusoe, by Daniel Defoe [ Garden 
City Publishing Co., $1]; Treasure 
Island, by R. L. Stevenson [{ Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, $1.50 ]. 


Other Teen-Age Books 


The White Camel A story about 
Arabia, where strange things hap- 
pen. Both Ali, the Sheikh’s grand- 
son, and Ben Josef, the lucky silver- 
white camel, were born the night 
the old Sheikh died. The story is 
woven around the two who grew up 
together. Here’s a pleasant way for a 
14-year-old to learn about Arabian 
customs, plants, animals, and geog- 
raphy. Beautiful black-and-white 
illustrations. [ By Eden Philpotts; 
illustrated by Sheikh Ahmed; E. P. 
Dutton & Co., $2. ] 

Boys’ Book of the Sea Not only 
stories of ocean liners, activities of 
the Navy and the Mercantile Ma- 
rine, but also descriptions of light- 
houses, shipwrecks, deep-sea diving, 
and many other interesting matters 
about the sea will interest a boy from 
12 to 16. There are many fine illus- 
trations. [ By Charles Boff; E. P. 
Dutton & Co., $2. ] 

The Little American Girl What 


will I buy for Margaret, who’s 15 
and modern? Do get The Little 
American Girl, and she’ll know that 
you’ve a fine sense of what a girl 
likes to read. Sarah Ann Reid, 17 
years old, is invited to go to Paris 
to be a “house daughter” in the 
Quaker International Center, a 
small good-will establishment in the 
Latin Quarter which provides a tem- 
porary home for foreigners stranded 
in Paris. She learns to speak French 
fluently, makes friends with many 
interesting people, and does her bit 
to promote peace. [ By Marjorie 
$2.1 Alle; Houghton Mifflin Co., 
$2. 

American Wings Illustrated with 
official photographs of U. S. Army, 
Navy, Coast Guard, and commercial 
planes, this fine book about modern 
flying would receive a hearty wel- 
come by a 16-year-old interested in 
aviation. As well as covering all fields 
of flying in the United States, Cap- 
tain Leyson discusses flying as a 
career for boys. [ Modern Aviation for 
Everyone, by Captain Burr Leyson; 
E. P. Dutton & Co., $2. ] 

Old Favorites: We, by Charles 
A. Lindbergh [ Grosset & Dunlap, 
75c¢ ]; Twenty Thousand Leagues Un- 
der the Sea, by Jules Verne [{ Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, $1.50]; Birds East 
of the Rockies; Land Birds West of the 
Rockies, by C. A. Reed [ Doubleday- 
Doran & Co., $1.25 each }. 





Butter 


Have you tried these widgets and 
ways with butter, to make the serv- 
ice especially interesting? 

1 At the top, below, we show 
creamed butter, fluffy and light. 
Offer creamed butter with sirup for 
waffles or griddle cakes. Serve it in 
the creaming bowl. (Just beat sof- 


Fidelis Harrer 
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Tricks 


tened butter, adding thin cream or 
evaporated milk, a tablespoon at a 
time, until fluffy.) 

2 To make 18 neat butter pats at 
one swoop, warm this sturdy metal 
slicer (in photograph 2) under the 
hot-water faucet, then press thru a 
chilled quarter-pound butter bar. 
Also in 2, we show a covered tray- 
ette of frosted glass to hold a quarter- 
pound of butter. [ Pat slicer and cov- 
ered trayette, each $1 plus 10c 
postage west of the Mississippi, 
Frederick F. Lowenfels & Son, 367 
Greenwich St., New York City ] 

3 These tools, warmed in hot wa- 
ter before each stroke, make dainty 
butter shapes to serve with tea muf- 
fins, hot scones, or rolls at a holiday 
luncheon. Use the hook-like widget 
to shave curls, with a quick jerk 
across the top of firm butter. Top 
each curl and other fancy shape with 
a tiny sprig of parsley and then slip 
into ice water till serving time. To 
make the fluted cubes, press the 
metal shaper into firm butter. 

4 Try golden butter balls to dress 
up your favorite hot bread, wheth- 
er homemade or purchased and 
warmed. Cut a firm quarter-pound 
into cubes, roll each cube deftly 
between these corrugated wood 
spades. [ Curler and fluted butter 
shaper, each 50 cents. Spades about 
65 cents a pair in your stores. These 
devices, in photographs 3 and 4, are 
from G. M. Thurnauer Co., Inc., 6 
& 8 E. 20th St., New York City ]. 

For butter roses (not photo- 
graphed), dip a small measuring 
spoon into hot water, scrape butter 
petals, press altogether, a tiny parsley 
sprig centering the bloom.—4A. 7.0. 











BEAT THE WEATHER 
in Style and Comfort 


It doesn’t make any difference whether you 
choose Ball-Band footwear for smart style or 
for lasting comfort—you’ll get both. And you’ll 
get this double satisfaction because Ball-Band 
builds these most important qualities right into 
every pair. Beat the weather in style and comfort 
this winter. See your Ball-Band dealer and buy 
Ball-Band. Look for the Red Ball trade-mark. 


MISHAWAKA RUBBER & WOOLEN MFG. CO. 
485 Water Street, Mishawaka, Indiana 


LOOK FOR THE RED BALL 


BETTER FOOTWEAR FOR ALL THE FAMILY 


= Se 
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THIS YEAR — a 
MERRY CHRISTMAS WITH 
"Y COOKIE DOLLS 
















BRER RABBIT 
COOKIE DOLLS 


Mix ¥% cup Brer Rabbit Molasses 
with 4% cup brown sugar, 1 egg, 
and % cup melted shortening. Sift 
together 2% cups flour, 3 tsps. 
baking powder, 2 tsp. salt, 1 tsp. 
ginger, 1 tsp. cinnamon and 4 tsp. 
cloves. Add to first mixture to 
make a soft dough. Chill one hour. 
Roll on floured board and cut with 
floured cutters. For eyes, nose, 
mouth and buttons, use small 
raisins. Bake on greased cookie 
sheet in moderately hot oven 
(375° F.) about 12 minutes. Makes 
18 dolls 4 inches high. If no cutters 
are available, flour hands well and 
shape dough into balls for heads 
and bodies, and little rolls for 
arms and “legs. Then flatten the 
balis and rolls and join by press- 
ing edges of dough together. 





TEMPTING CHRISTMAS GIFTScome from 
the kitchen. These spicy, fragrant Cookie 
Dolls are inexpensive, too. But remember 
—for the real, old-plantation flavor every- 
body loves, you need Brer Rabbit Molasses. 
It’s made from freshly crushed Louisiana 
sugarcane. Buyacanfromyour grocer today. 


ee 











Brer Rabbit's famous book of 100 recipes for 
E delicious gingerbreads, cookies, cakes, puddings, 
breads, muffins, candies. Clever menu ideas. Address: Penick & 


Ford, Ltd., Inc., New Orleans, La., Dept. B-2. 


Name 








(Print name and address) 








ARaADT Pioneer 


SAVE YOURSELF TIME AND WORK 






Poultry Batteries 
Reduce Cost—Speed Production OWYIGNUR AIR 
— 


Complete line of Battery Equip- J§¥pawae 1 
ment for Chicks, Broilers, Pullets —\“SQ0L eum | 
and Layers. Thousands are mak- <Urwe — 
ing money the ARNDT way. SS - 
FREE Booklet tells the whole 
story. Write for it. 


Dept. 46, 
M. H. ARNDT MFG. CO. Trenton, WN. J. 


in the Kitchen with 


FAUcerueth 


IN ONE 






Spray or Stream 
Strainer.A 
Rubber 
Hou keer 

Milli 


5-10c & HDWE. STORES 

















MOTHERS 


You can get 


BETSY- 
WETSY 


and her com- 


plete outfit 





| BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 
W HAT a gift for a perfect Christmas. She — oe Oe ams 


sleeps, drinks, and even — changing. She | tenctose $.............. for the attached 
* . ° subscriptions (they must total 3 or more, 
is washable and comes complete with rubberized 4 nd your own cannot be included). Please 


send me, postpaid, Betey-Wetsy and her 
] complete outfit. 


bathinette, organdy dress, bonnet, slip, bootees, 
three diapers, safety pins, bottle and nipple. 
Get her for your girl by sending the coupon with 
three or more Soest subscriptions to Better I 
Homes & Gardens at $1 each. However, they 
must be sold outside your own home; your own 
or your gift subscriptions do not count. 








Bet a Cookie You Can't Tie 
These Winners 


See Cooks’ Round Table of En- 
dorsed Recipes on Pages 33 and 34 


Or IF you can, you certainly 
should have strutted your culinary 
talents in our last June’s contest for 
Christmas Cookies, Hard Candies, 
and Popcorn Confections. For now 
comes the pay-off, with Gertrude 
C. Keil, of Chicago, Lllinois, head- 
ing the list and taking first prize of 
$5 with the cleverest Santa-Claus 
and Christmas-Tree Cookies you 
ever munched and crunched upon. 
They’re Dish of the Month for De- 
cember, with pictures and particu- 
lars on page 33. 

Just a nose behind in the cooks’ 
race came 20 more recipes for holi- 
day goodies, netting a $1 check for 
each of their authors and lodging 
them on the Honor Roll below. 
Easy-to-make Ginger Cookies patted 
into shape in a bowl of sugar; cookie 
Bon Bons, each fat ball topped with 
an almond; Chocolate-Chip Cookies 
full of crisp surprises; and Oatmeal 
Refrigerator Cookies, chewy and 
grand for the children. Also on pages 
33 and 34 are the candy and pop- 
corn winners—Lollypops and Candy 
Canes, Popcorn Corsages, Peanut 


Brittle, and Black-Walnut Taffy. 


Mrs. Edna R. Blair, San Francisco, 
Calif. 

Mrs. George B. Bochard, Williams- 
port, Ohio 

Mrs. Arend Cox, Stillman Valley, Ill. 

Mrs. J. M. Dabney, Meridian, Miss. 

Mrs. Howard de Bower, Madison, Wis. 

Mrs. Virginia L. Goebel, Cincinnati, 
Ohio 

Lucille M. Groht, North Weymouth, 
Mass. 

Mrs. Nellie B. Lane, Kansas City, Mo. 

Mrs. Douglas G. Logie, Montclair, 
N 


Eulalie Moran, Washington, D. C. 

Mrs. Raymond Morton, Wamego, 
Kans. 

Mrs. C. W. Naylor, Red Wing, Minn. 

Mrs. Susie E. Nelson, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

Mrs. Isabelle Olson, 
Minn. 

Lucile Porter, Princeton, N. J. 

Mrs. John Silvers, Baltimore, Md. 

Hazel Tally, St. Charles, Mo. 

Mrs. Charles Toles, Colorado Springs, 
Colo. 

Mrs. Harry Van Buren, Marseilles, 
Ill. 

Louise Williams, Richmond, Va. 


Minneapolis, 


“Let's Make Candy?” 


We give you the season’s choicest 
crop of candy recipes in December’s 
‘Cooks’ Round Table News’’—so 
choice you can bet your sweet life 
you'll be busy trying them all! 

Ever hear of making creamy taffy 
with orange juice? Delicious! Christ- 
mas Brittle with chopped dates, figs, 
cherries, pineapple, and black wal- 
nut meats? Everyone’s favorite! 
There’s a recipe for the grandest, 
chewiest caramels you ever tasted. 
And if you like to do things with 
popcorn, you’ll enjoy our new recipe 
for Popcorn Candy Bars. You'll go 
for the Chocolate Nougats and 


Chocolate Pecan Slices, too. And 
Fondant Banana Dates (there’s a 
real candy for you!). Nor have we 
forgotten the old favorites. They’re 
all there. For “‘ Let’s Make Candy,” 
send 4c in stamps to Better Homes © 
Gardens, 7812 Meredith Bldg., De: 
Moines, Iowa. 


$25 in Prizes! 


If you’re a whiz at making up 
tinkling drinks, or a wizard at turn- 
ing cherries into gorgeous desserts, 
this month’s contest for cooks will 
bring out the best that’s in you. For 
Summer Beverages and Cherry Des- 
serts are the order of the day, with 
winners to be announced next June. 
There'll be $5 for the most delicious 
and practical, $1 each for the 20 
next best. 

For those summer drinks, make 
them from canned, bottled, or fresh 
juices, from one of the drink pow- 
ders now on the market, from milk, 
coffee, tea, or what you will. As for 
the cherry dinner-toppers, let them 
be pies or tarts, rolly-pollies or 
sponges—anything at all that brings 
out the goodness of cherries, fresh 
or canned. 


As BEFORE, the winners of these 
21 prizes, if they specify in their recipes 
one or more of the products advertised in 
this or in the past six issues of Better 
Homes & Gardens, will receive a pack- 
age of each advertised product they 
mention, the Better Homes G Gardens 
Certificate of Endorsement for fram- 
ing, and six copies of the endorsed recipe. 

1. Write your recipe clearly on one 
side of the paper. Send but one recipe 
at a time and mark it “December Sum- 
mer Beverage Recipe” or ““December 
Cherry Dessert Recipe.” 

2. Give measurements in /evel cups, 
tablespoons, and teaspoons, never in 
heaping or scant measurements. 

3. Be sure to specify in your recipe 
the brand names of the nationally known 
food products you use as ingredients— 
products available everywhere. We 
must know them so we can test your 
recipe with the same brands you use. 

4. Include 50 to 100 words about 
the history or origin of your recipe. 

5. All recipes submitted become the 
property of Better Homes & Gardens. 

6. Contest closes midnight, Decem- 
ber 31. 

7. Address your contest recipes to 
6912 Tasting-Test Kitchen, Better 
Homes & Gardens, Des Moines, Iowa. 








Each ribboned road winds to 
some place 
You’ve never been before, 
Sometimes it leads to distant 
scenes, 
Or to a stranger’s door. 


The ribboned road I like to take 
Leads not to far-off Rome, 

But winds along familiar ways 

And guides me, finally, home. 


—Kathrya Kendall 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 
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Crystal of Character 


of flowering vines, clarity of rain- 
drops interpreted i in radiant hand-cut 
crystal. “Granville” design brings a 
fresh breath of springtime to the a 
ventional manner of any dinner ta 
Sizes from goblets to cordials... m- 
plete sets for wedding gifts. Prices 
$1.25 to $1.50 cach (depends on pat- 
tern and locality). Cataract-Sharpe Mfg. 


Company, Buffalo, 








/ Rock 


Sharpe GS 
(Sancy 
Din aenitiimeill 


Each piece bears this seal 

















td TO BUILD 


most advanced 


FIREPLACE 


Avoid SMOKE, 
COLD DRAFTS, 
CHILLED FLOORS 





New FRESH AIR Unit warms cold air 
that must enter house to replace air 
drawn out through chimney. Stops 
cold drafts that sneak in and chill 
floors... distant rooms. Distributes 
pure, warmed, fresh air. Maintains 
even temperatures. Will not smoke 
nor upset automatic heat controls. 
Provides real heating usefulness. 
All guaranteed ... at little or no 
extra cost! Thousands of gratified 
owners in U.S. and Canada. Before 
you build, find out why this new 
principle alone brings real comfort 
in homes, camps. 


BENNETT 


FIREPLACE 
SPARK CURTAINS 












New, modern... 
graceful curtains of 
woven metal stop 
all sparks — permit 
clear view of fire 











inc i 
| Fireplace spark © é 
o Flexscree® 


e24%2* 
aeae02? 


(/” FIREPLACES 
ae 
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Nend Today 


FOR THESE 


Helps 
NEW IDEAS! 


CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES 


Festive Menus ror THE Houipays......... 4c 
Yucetiwe Cakes, Cookies, anp Pupprinos. . . 4c 
6 o 28 Curistmas Conviviatities. Decorations, 
favors, place cards, centerpiece, Santa’s 
coming, distribution of gifts, program 
theme, Merry Christmas games 4c 
Parties FoR THE Crown. Fifty-eight pages of 
out-of-the-ordinary parlor tricks, guessing 
games, conundrums, puzzles. Includes 
complete directions for inv itations, deco- 


rations. Menus and _ table-settings. A 
party for every month of the year... .20c 
FOOD 
Hevps ror THE Hunrer—Arrer THE GaAme’s 
OS a dk die kee ands ch ueta» 4c 
SaLaps ror WINTER MEAILS............... 4c 
Cooktes Tuat Take Pere 4c 


THem a Sadie Sad ae eb aae bee 46s 4c 
PrizEWwInNinG YEAST ROLLS............... 4c 
Iz’s a Pantry Monri.......... pad ae. ee 
APPE-TEASERS.... Ve amenable 4c 
Gincersreaps Hor ANp Spicy............ 4c 
Out or THE Deep Fat Ketrie............ 4c 
Lerrovers ON Dress PARADE............. 4c 
Meats THat Make Men Happy.......... 4c 
6bf7 42 Canpy Recipes.... <a acte 
6f 16 Turirry Company DINNERS. ..... 4c 


My New Berrer Homes & Garvens Cook 
Book. Price 50c wonky 25c shipping and 
handling charges. Total......... oo §SC 


CHILD CARE AND TRAINING 


6¢c3 Foop ror Tue Curtp Unper 1 Year. .4c 

6¢4 Foop ror tHe Cui_p From 1 To 2.. .4c 

6¢5 Famity Menus Apaptep TO THE CHILD 
From 2 To G. <= ce ae 

bc8 Toys ror CHILDREN AND THE Uses 
Ce EE ae re 4c 

HOME FURNISHINGS 

hi Sup Covers anp UpHoOLsTery...... 6c 


Fioors, Watts, anp Cem.inos. Detailed sugges- 
tions for harmonizing these three factors 
of a room ee 

We tt-Dressep Winvows. How to choose colors 
and materials for curtains and dra- 
SUN 66 pad sbs se et tabucieees . -25¢ 

Co.or in Your Home. Suggestions for creating 
color harmony in home furnishings. .25c 

FurntrurE ARRANGEMENT AND BALANCE. Dia- 
grams to show you how to -- ha» 
furniture correctly........... .25c 


HOME BUILDING AND FINANCE 


bj; 7 HowTo Set Up a Home Bupcer ... .4c 
My Berrer Homes & Garpens Inventory. To 
aid you in your household budget calcu- 
lations; to prove your loss promptly and 
beyond question, in case of fire or bur- 
of Easily worth hundreds of dollars to 
Hosen 5c 
Tue Bareen Homes & Garpens HANDBOOK FOR 
Home Buitpers. A 72-page book filled 
with valuable, war suggestions for 
the new-home builder.............25¢ 
New Ipeas ror Your Mopern Kitcuen. How 
to plan, remodel, equip, decorate, and 


MEE. sacacecceerevisse 10c 
GARDEN 
6 g 52 MAKING AND MAINTAINING AN AQUAR- 
GE cp tcaspesesesicenuosscoeriiess 4c 
6 g 26 How Tro Grow Bu tes Inpoors...... 4c 


g¢8 How To Succeep Wirn Evercreens.4c 
gai? Fence ano Trevis Designs ann How 
ke a ehinie, EEE Le 6c 

6 g 89 An Easy-To-Bui_p SmaLtyt GreenHouse 
:(DAvPAat eee ese eC peceseoeeetagecs 4c 

6a6 Garven HANnvIcRAFT.............. 4c 
6a/5 Terrariums—G.ass Boxes ror Grow- 


ss Ca oak atau decd 4c 
gc? How To Prune Trees, Suruss, Ever- 
GUORU, ASTD TONER. 6 kc sicctcswcccre 6c 


GarpDEN-PLANNING CHART. For perennials— 
gives the names, height, season of bloom, 
location in sun or shade, soil, planting 
distances, pests, uses, propagation, cul- 
tural notes of flowers, arranged on a re- 
volving, circular chart so that all this 
inform ation is readily available at a 
moment’s notice . 25c 

Tue Garven-Cius Hanpsook, A complete dis- 
cussion of all phases of garden-club 
work, for officers and members. . . 50c 

Tue Home Garpener’s Pronouncinc Dic- 
TIONARY. Gives the meaning, brief de- 
scription, and pronunciation of the com- 
monest plant names used in gardening; 
new ped prcedberwem a 50c 


Address All Orders to 
BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 
8912 Meredith Building, 


Des Moines, Iowa 
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NO ONE EVER SANG 


And is it any wonder? Of all the 
dreary, drab bathrooms, Marge 
and Freddy's was one of the worst. 
Then one day Freddy heard how 
very inexpensively MASONITE 
PRESDWOOD TEMPRTILE could 
give them gleaming, tile-like walls 
«tight over their old walls. 
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It's Sing Away Your Sorrows for Freddy every morning. What man wouldn't 
revel in this spotless shaver's haven? Especially with a brilliant indirect light- 


ing arrangement made possible by 


an offset wall of TEMPERED PRESD WOOD. 


THE MOST CHEERFUL ROOM IN THE HOUSE... 


That's Marge's opinion. And she's thrilled at how easy it is to keep the 


MASONITE PRESDWOOD TEMPRTILE spick and span. 


Just an occasional 


rubdown with a damp cloth. The indirect light over the tub is a joy for tub 


bather and shower enthusiast alike. 


The light bulb is protected from moisture 


by an inner wall of MASONITE TEMPERED PRESDWOOD and frosted glass. 














@ In your new or remodeled home, you'll be delighted with the smart, permanent tile- 
effects you can have with MASONITE PRESDWOOD TEMPRTILE. Your lumber dealer 
has the details. Also ask him about new-building and remodeling loans under F. H. A. 


| 

| A hh». 

| MASO NI TE ITE PRESOWOOD TEMPRTILE and TEMPERED PRESDWOOD. 
| Name Address__ - 
| City os —— = Sl aii ti - 
Chee ets ce ces Gee ce cD GED GD Ga cn GD GED com aoe oD Go ee ee ee ea a am a a oe oun ax 






A Mississippi Product 


Copyright 1938, Masonite Corporation 


MASONIT 


THE WONDER WOOD 
OF A THOUSAND USES 


° Sold by Lumber Dealers Everywhere 


MASONITE CORPORATION, Dept. BH-12 
111 W. Washington St., 
Please send me FREE samples and full information about MASON- 


Chicago, Ill. 








L 















THERE’S ONE WAY TO 
a Lnow You're GIVING 


( Luality | @E 


Give outstanding Manning-Bowman appliances which make fine 
foods tastier, easier to cook and to serve than ever before. 





SQUABBLES disappear, with a Manning- 
Bowman Glass Coffee Maker in the fam- 
ily! Exclusive fingertip control on “high” 
makes grand coffee quickly . . . “off” lets 
it filter, “low” keeps it hot. No plug pull- 


UP POPS the toast—browned just the way 
you like it by Manning-Bowman’s Auto- 
matic Toaster. Exclusive inspection feature. 
Two slices. Lustrous, non-tarnishing chro- 


mium with rich Bakelite trim. Styled for 


Honor Your Little Meals 


By Ethel MeCall Head 


Photographs by W. P. Woodcock 





Knotty-pine walls, that intriguing built-in sideboard, and the fine 
big window with its gay cottage curtains turn meals in this room 
into jolly occasions. Brightest notes—the amusing repetition of the 
drapery material around the table top, the potted ivy in wall brack- 
et. Hidden asset—shelves for dishes behind the sideboard doors 


TuHere’s something 








ing. 6 cup, $7.95. 8 cup, $8.95. tomorrow, for use every day. $12.95. 


IRONING isn't cooking, but can be a 
chore unless you have a new Manning- 


TWINOVER* by Manning-Bowman bakes 
two waffles at once. Spin the handle to 
open either side. Trim, compact, only thing 


of its kind. $12.50. Automatic Model, $17.50. 
# Registered Trade Mark 
An ideal man's gift 
MANNING-BOWMAN Zephyr 


Electric Safety Razor 


MANNING- BOWMAN 
BO opbances 


Meriden, Conn. 
New York . . . Chicago ... 


Bowman Automatic. Dial your fabric for 
proper heat. Only 4 pounds, $8.95. 





""Designed for Giving’’—a 
smart little folder full of 
practical gift suggestions. 


Yours for the asking. Sean Francisco 





; COIN 
Yi PURSE 
If you like the feel 
of fine leather— 
the appearance of 
beautiful lustrous 
molded plastic— 
the smartness of 
this new way to 
carry money—the 
Jiffy Plastic Purse 
is Tops! Authentic 






old if 1939 colors: Cha- 
eee tenon teau Wine, Golden 
sen a your Havana, Marine 
dealer's name. In U.S.A. Blue and Black 
Boxed for gift 





NOT slippery! NO polishing! Beautiful NEW 
Satin Finish “61 gives years of service on 
floors, linoleum, furniture, woodwork. Water 
won'tharmit. Atpaint stores. Pratt&Lambert- | 
inc., 57 Tonawanda Street, Buffalo, N.Y. 


A GLASS MAIL BOX 
Postpaid for only $2 or sent C.O.D. 
Plus C. O. D. ry Simple to 
install. Will last a lifetime. Order 
one for your home now. This glass 
mail box also makes a grand 
Christmas gift. Please order early. 


BEST SALES SERVICE 
217 Flim Bidg., Cleveland, Ohie 














about that phrase “eating 
in the kitchen” which gives 
me the shudders. You all 
know the too-frequent set- 
up—Johnny wedged be- 
tween the water-heater and 
the wall, to his open disgust; 
Sister hating the smell of 
cooking cabbage; baby 
reaching the dessert from 
his vantage point near the 
drainboard. 

Perhaps your little meals 
—breakfasts, children’s 
lunches, evening snacks— 
just naturally gravitate to 
the kitchen if you’ve no 
breakfast room and the 
dining-room seems too far 
and too formal. But at least 
you can make certain by a 
bit of clever revamping that 
everything in sight from the 
dining-nook corner is gay, 
that the table and seats 
themselves are charming 
and comfortable. 

Maybe a small bay window built 
off the kitchen will be the answer. 
The cost will be little compared with 
the returns in pleasure for the whole 
family. Or hasn’t that old pantry 
or service entry possibilities? Or per- 
haps with a general rearrangement 
of the kitchen you can work out a 
corner near a window that, with a 
little paint and planning, can be 
made into something efficient and 
cozy. Bright chintzes, colorful fur- 
niture, potted plants, or cutflowers 
will squelch even Monday-morning 
blues. 

But if you’ve half a chance, turn 
your back on the kitchen entirely. It 
may even take the aid of an archi- 





Early American creates this charming 
breakfast room, which boasts of plenty 
of built-in shelves and cupboards, wide 
windows, and a lovely view of the garden. 
The floor-covering? Linoleum—emi- 
nently practical, yet strikingly effective 


tect or carpenter, but somewhere, in 
almost every home, there’s a place 
into which a real breakfast room can 
be tucked. What’s more, the minute 
it comes out of the kitchen, you’ll 
find its uses multiply. It’s likely to 
be a lot more flexible, and Sunday- 
night suppers with a guest or two 
take naturally to its informality. 


Bur whether you do things to a 
corner of the kitchen, or really go in 
for a fetching, many-purpose break- 
fastry, do turn thumbs down on the 
old catch-as-catch-can system. Take 
the hurry out of eating, enjoy well- 
cooked food, and honor even little 
meals with the halo of gracious living. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 
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Build This New Type 


FIREPLACE 


Cut Heating Costs 


The Heatilator Fireplace offers 
the most important improve- 
ment ever made in a fireplace— 
the comfort of circulated heat 
that warms the entire room and 
even adjoining rooms. It has 
saved dollars in heating costs in 
thousands of homes all over 
America, has been proved in all 
climates. It makes camps usable 
weeks longer every year. And it 
solves the heating problem in 
basement recreation rooms. 


WILL NOT SMOKE 


The Heatilator provides a correctly 

designed metal form for the masonry, 
assuring smokeless operation. It great- 
ly simplifies construction, saving labor 
and materials. There are no extras to 
buy—the firebox, damper, smoke- 
dome and down-draft shelf are all 
built-in parts. 
WRITE for complete details. State 
if building or re-modeling a fire- 
place. Make a note NOW of the 
address. 

HEATILATOR COMPANY 

720 E. Brighton Ave. 
Syracuse, N. Y 
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Heatilator Fireplace 








Healthiest Winter Climate 
in America... 


TUCSON 


ANEW WORLD awaits you this 
winter in Tucson. No other city *: 
in the U.S. offers the many nat- 
ural advantages of this healthful 
land of constant sunshine, low 
humidity and cool nights. 
Come! Rest and relax under the vitalizing 
rays of the warm desert sun. It melts away 
cares and worries. Or play out of doors all 
winter in this fresh, bracing atmosphere. 
Economical, too. There are modern accom- 
modations in apartments, ho- 
tels, guest ranches, schools and 
sanatoria, to suit every purse. 
Imagine! Average noon temper- 


Discover the Sunniest, 















° 


a 
ature — December, 67°. 
ET RUND QUT erie send conpon tatey for foe boshiet and complete 7 
snformatron T bss wom. profil cives club serves visitors witbous fee or obligation | 


TUCSON, ARIZONA 


* Send me your new illustrated booklet: 
“New LIFE IN THE LAND OF SUNSHINE” 
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The Carols We Sing 
[ Begins on page 26 | 


Probably some chronicler, needing a 
“name,” made him the author. 

For it could easily have been 
Luther. He felt strongly that music 
should begin at home, organized his 
own children into a small choir, 
wrote many simple compositions, 
and would have been overjoyed, 
had he lived 400 years, to hear Away 
in a Manger sung by the Star-Boys 
of Sweden carrying their star-tipped 
staffs and caroling from door to 
door . . . by Scandinavian and Rus- 
sian children climbing trees, fences, 
and roofs to tie bunches of grain 
high in the air for the birds . . . by 
blond-haired Dutch children stuf- 
fing their wooden shoes with hay for 
St. Nicholas’s white horses . . . or by 
dark-eyed Italian bagpipers (“ pip- 
ers” as they’re affectionately called) 
descending from the Calabrian Hills 
to play before the wayside shrines 
and outside the rustic, miniature 
mangers set up in the village homes. 


Irs sung by French children clus- 
tering around their quaint créches, 
or awaiting their Christmas Reveil- 
lon, the very festive “supper after 
midnight” which follows Midnight 
Mass in that country. Modern youth 
groups of Martin Luther’s own Ger- 
many (which now, under Hitler, 
would be as strange to him as a 
foreign land) hike out into snowy 
country on Christmas Day, build 
great fires, and carol it around their 
leaping flames. 

The “ Waits” of Merrie Old Eng- 
land (those modern descendants of 
the night watchmen of old) wander 
thru the city streets, wearing jolly 
red cambric caps and capes, and 
carol to the accompaniment of wind 
instruments. You'll hear Away in a 
Manger sung by the farmer children 
of Devonshire and other cider coun- 
ties of England—* wassailing apple 
trees” by gathering about the most 
productive tree in each orchard, 
dashing cider against it, and salut- 
ing it with songs, because, as Herrick 
says: 


““Wassail the trees that they may 
beare 

You many a plum, and many a 
peare, 

For more or less fruits they will 
bring 

As you do give them wassailing.” 


And surely Martin Luther never 
dreamed that this simple little family 
song would float across the great 
Atlantic, to be sung thruout America 
by thousands of gay young carolers 
as they troop thru the streets of cities 
and towns, carrying on the happy 
custom of singing Christmas -noels 
frcm door to door. 


To C. A. Grinnell, of Detroit, who 
died in 1927, has been given the 
credit for the rebirth in America of 
the ancient ceremony of Christmas 
caroling. Immediately at the close of 
the World War, he suggested to C. 
M. Tremaine, director of the Na- 
tional Bureau for the Advancement 
of Music, that definite steps be taken 
to foster a nationwide participation 
in this gracious custom. One year 
later, thirty cities had enrolled, and 
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Imperials 


Jeffersonian Group 


GENUINE OLD FASHIONED 


Topay, as for so many 

years, Imperial’s 

famous Green Shield 

trademark is a syno- 

nym for highest qual- 

ity in the tables you 
buy. 


SOLID MAHOGANY 








/ 
7 longed to have fine traditional mahogany 
furniture in your home... or to give for Christmas 
. . Imperial’s new Jeffersonian group of sixty authentic 
American occasional pieces will appeal especially to you. 
These tables are superbly built of genuine old-fashioned 
solid mahogany, enriched by Imperial’s new Shadwell 
finish, and moderately priced. 
See these and other fine 
Imperial Tables at leading fur- 
niture and department stores. 






Imperial Fumnitione Company 


GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 

FASCINATING ideas ~f ¥- home — room interiors — floor plans 
— suggested in this new de luxe booklet picturing the entire Jeffer- 
sonian Group of 60 pieces with historical descriptions. Sent for 10c 
to cover postage and handling. Please address Department B-12 











STATE B-i2 
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Hurrah! a swell new dessert! 








2 egg yolks 
4 cups milk 


4 tablespoons Minute Tapioca* 


Mix egg yolk 
boiler. Add re 
over rapidly boiling water 


water boils ag 
sugar is completely 
stiff enough to ho 


mixture thickens as it c 


scotch sa 
ments are leve f 
Minute Tapioca in this rect 


@ Try a fruit pie, soon, w 


tru fruit 
made! See package directions. 


And send—now—for a 


FREE 


dress General 








BELVEDERE BUTTERSCOTCH PUDDING 
4 teaspoon salt 

24 cup brown sugar, firmly packed 

2 egg whites 

s with small amount of milk in top of double 
maining milk, Minute Tapioca, and salt. Place 
and cook 10 to 12 minutes after 
ain, stirring frequently. 


water. Melt butter in saucepan, 
dissolved an dd 
ll. Beat egg whites until just 


ioca mixture and mix we : 
ier ces ld shape. Fold small amount hot tapioca 


mixture into egg whites; add to rer 
ools. Serve with butter- 


uce or cream. Serves 8. All measure- 
|. *IMPORTANT: Use genuine 
pe for perfect results. 


ith Minute Tapioca for 


the thickener. The juice wont run me 
e fruit color, true fruit taste. The best you 


Brand-new cook book of 58 
Foods, 
Mich. If you live in Cana 
Ont. Offer expires Decem 


4 tablespoons butter 




















Remove from boiling 
add sugar and cook until 
d mixture bubbles. Add to 


maining tapioca. Chill— 


MINUTE 
TAPIOCA 


but it'll be 





miracle-working nee = 
Dept. B.H.-12-38, Battle Creek, 
ds abiene General Foods, Cobourg, 
ber 31, 1939. 








EXPECTANT? 


Consult your doctor regularly 
before and after baby comes. 
Ask him about easily cleaned 
Hygeia Nipples and Bottles. New 
ne e peevente nipple 
collapse. Ta eg a 
free. Don’t take chances. Insis 
on Hygeia, the safe nur- 


ne. poe and ; 

wich 
sm erer tt 

won ‘ 


»” sarest because 
easiest to clean 


' 







A REMINDER 


With Christmas almost upon us, 
you'll want to be reminded to 
check your gift list and send for 
a supply of the attractive Christ- 
mas greeting cards we furnish 
FREE for you to use in an- 
nouncing gift subscriptions to 
Better Homes & Gardens. 

No doubt those to whom you 



















% colors —- searlet-cerise, FF 
brilliant rose, white, 
7 cream~-pink, lavender, 
true blue—a 10c-pkt. of seeds 
of each, all 6 for 25e, postpaid. 
# Burpee’s Seed Catalog free—favorite old 

and new flowers, vegetables. Very low prices, 
W. Atlee Burpee Co,, 254 Burpee Bidg., Philadelphia 








sent gift subscriptions last year 


are secretly hoping you will re- 


new for them this year. And for 
many others on your list you 
could select nothing better. 
Special Christmas rates make 
it ideally inexpensive at two 





l-year subscriptions for $1.50; 


three for $2; and five for $3. 












The Carols We Sing 


now more than 2,000 cities and 
towns are actively taking part in the 
movement. 


Bur while one man is said to have 
been the impetus of this national re- 
vival of caroling, many outstanding 
personalities in the world of music 
have been responsible for the inter- 
esting success with which it has been 
carried on all over the country. 

In Chicago, Marx E. Obern- 
dorfer, director of the Chicago Music 
Association since 1933, is leader of 
the famous Chicago Children Carolers, 
who march thru the Loop at Christ- 
mastime, filling the air and the 
hearts of thousands of shoppers with 
their melodious songs. 

In Minneapolis, Miss Grace Hod- 
son Boutelle—writer, lecturer, and 
teacher of music—is the much be- 
loved director of the Girl Scout Carol- 
ers, who each Christmas Eve delight 
the residents of Minneapolis by ap- 
pearing outside their homes, wear- 
ing the quaint costumes of ancient 
carolers, carrying old English lan- 
terns, and singing the authentic folk 
carols of the Middle Ages. 

In San Francisco, Luisa Tet- 
razzini first inspired an enthusiasm 
for caroling by giving, in 1910, her 
famous Christmas Concert around 
Lotta’s Fountain (named for Lotta 
Crabtree, a well-known San Fran- 
cisco actress and singer). In recent 
years Mrs. Marie V. Foster, head of 
the San Francisco Recreation Com- 
mittee, has kept alive that enthusi- 
asm by taking over the Opera House 
for Community Caroling each Christ- 
mas season—a custom which has be- 
come, under her talented manage- 
ment, one of the most popular fea- 
tures of civic entertainment in San 
Francisco. 

In Louisville, Kentucky, Judge 
Huston Quin, former mayor of that 
city, organized and has headed 
since 1923, the Community Christ- 
mas Committee which is responsible 
for Louisville’s celebrated “Singing 
Tree.” 

At Mount Holyoke College, in 
South Hadley, Massachusetts, Dr. 
William Churchill Hammond, now 
retired, was the father of the noted 
Mount Holyoke Carol Chotr. Since 1924 
this superbly trained college choir 
has made an annual Christmas ap- 
pearance at Town Hall in New York 
City and has presented each season 
several ancient carols never before 
sung in this country, taken from that 
rare and most remarkable collection 
of the New Haven Carol Society. 





Ir WAS while he was traveling in 
Europe one summer that Professor 
Edward Bliss Reed, of Yale (Doctor 
Hammond’s brother-in-law), hap- 
pened upon an unpublished collec- 
tion of some 10,000 carols which had 
been gathered together from among 
the peasants, village choirs, inns, 
wandering bands, and strolling stu- 
dent-singers in all the out-of-the- 
way places of Europe. He secured 
the complete collection, and it’s from 
this unique source that the Mount 
Holyoke Choir selects its authentic 
foreign carols which are such a justly 
famous feature of its annual Christ- 
mas concerts. The Carol Choir, now 
numbering one hundred voices, is 
under the direction of Professor 


[ Continued from preceding page ] 


Ruth Douglass, a graduate of Mount 
Holyoke. 

In historic old Williamsburg, 
Professor George Small heads the 
Colonial Carolers from William and 
Mary College who, in picturesque 
costumes and accompanied by in- 
strument players, gather on the 
campus singing Latin and old Eng- 
lish carols. 


Amonc the many notable per- 
sonalities who have heightened our 
appreciation of carols and their true 
meaning in the world of music, are 
that genial writer, Hendrik Willem 
van Loon who, with Grace Castag- 
netta, has recently published a de- 
lightful book entitled Christmas Car- 
ols; and Alfred Carl Hottes, associate 
editor of Better Homes & Gardens, 
whose book, 7007 Christmas Facts and 
Fancies, is probably the most com- 
plete volume ever published on 
Christmas customs all over the 
world, all delightfully told. * 

While in the literal sense of the 
word carols are songs in which a re- 
ligious theme is treated in a festive 
manner and mean only songs such 
as God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen, Deck 
the Hall With Boughs of Holly, Good 
King Wenceslas, Here We Come A- 
Caroling, and the traditional Was- 
sailing Songs of England, these books 
include also all the most beloved 
Christmas Hymns which are essen- 
tially devotional in theme. Among 
them—and Hendrik van Loon’s is 
graced by the whimsical charm of 
his drawings—are to be found 
Silent Night, The First Nowell, It Came 
Upon the Midnight Clear, Hark! The 
Herald Angels Sing!, Foy to the 
World, and that famous favorite of 
the late Theodore Roosevelt, Adeste 
Fideles or O Come All Ye Faithful. 
This is often called the Portuguese 
Hymn because, some say, it was sung 
so frequently during the first half of 
the 19th century by the choir of the 
Portuguese Chapel in London, 
which at the time was conducted by 
the noted Catholic composer, Mar- 
cos Portogallo. ° 


Musicatty. the 15th century, 
which saw the real beginning of car- 
ols as such, broke away from the 
monotonous church chants to experi- 
ment with melodies. Both folk songs 
and minstrels contributed to the new 
music. And towns and little hamlets 
kept it alive over all Europe, but 
particularly in England. The cus- 
tom of carol-singing continued until 
17th-century Puritanism came along 
with its dour visage and much 
thumbing down. Fasts replaced 
feasts, and stern faces substituted for 
joyful looks. Then after the Restora- 
tion carols became entirely too prole- 
tarian for 18th-century sophistica- 
tion. But in the 19th century, this 
type of folk music joyfully was re- 
discovered by true musical hearts, 
still alive in the back-country sec- 
tions. Ancient texts were uncovered 
and preserved. Now there’s a real 
carol literature. [ To next page 





*1001 Christmas Facts and Fancies (A. T. De La 
Mare Co., $2.50) touches or elaborates upon the 
legends and customs mentioned in this article, 
and describes many others. In addition, it con- 
tains a chapter on foods around the world, a 
chapter on decorating, one on Old Wives Tales, 
and another on the story of Christmas Seals, in 
its 308 pages. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 




















45-Piece Service for Eight 


This year—give California sunshine 
and color, in a complete 45-piece set 
of Vernon authentic California pot- 
tery. Designed by master craftsmen, 
every piece is guaranteed perfect, dur- 
able, and crazeproof. It’s the ideal gift 
for any smart woman .. . and a good 
way to start your Own pottery service 
at a real money saving. The Vernon 
Gift Package is featured by leading 
stores, in your choice of the brilliant 
glazes and vivid colors of “Early Cali- 
fornia,” or the new delicate pastels of 
“Modern California.” Send for booklet. 


VERNON 


AUTHENTIC CALIFORNIA POTTERY 
2304 E. 52nd St., Los Angeles, Calif. 





A Periect Gift 
for Someone 


For some member of your family or 
for a friend who is in the habit of sav- 
ing his copies of Better Homes & Gar- 
dens for the valuable reference ma- 
terial they provide, there’s no better 
gift than this beautiful binder made 
to fit the new, bigger issues of Better 
Homes & Gardens. Perhaps you'll 
want one for yourself, too. It holds a 
full year’s copies of the magazine and 
makes them handy to refer to as well 
as easy to keep. To get your binder 
just send $1.50 to Better Homes & 
Gardens, 7912 Meredith Bldg., Des 
Moines, Iowa, and it will be mailed 
to you postpaid. 
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But altho many authorities insist 
that Christmas Hymns should never 
be classed with Christmas carols, 
and even divide carols into histori- 
cal, narrative, devotional, legen- 
dary, and toasting-song groups, Hen- 
drik van Loon draws them together 
into one great happy family of song 
with this closing comment in his 


book: 


OriGINALLY a carol was a 
dance. Gradually the word came to 
mean the tune to which the people 
danced. Today carols are usually 
identified with those ‘hymns of joy’ 
which are sung at Christmastime, 
and we are apt to be very solemn 
about them. That, however, is all 
wrong, for Christmas should be the 
happiest season of the whole year. 
Therefore, when you sing these 
Christmas carols, please sing them 
GIOCOSO; or, as we say now in Eng- 
lish, ‘ gaily and with a light spirit.’ ” 





Editor’s Note: Most of us own pho- 
nographs, and among our record col- 
lections like to have several of the 
more popular and beautiful carols and 
Christmas hymns. Accordingly, we 
list following a number of the readily 
available transcriptions, including a 
few pieces not particularly in the 
category of hymns or carols, but still 
of seasonal appeal: 

WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED THEIR 
Fiocxs; No. 246-M, Brunswick-Co- 
lumbia, 75c. THe Hoty Ciry and 
Sitent Nicut, Hoty Nicut, Co- 
lumbia mixed chorus; No. 782-D, 
Brunswick-Columbia, 75c. ADESTE 
Fiwwe.es and Sitent Nicut, Hoy 
Nicut, George Hamilton (Xylo- 
phone); No. 462-D, Brunswick-Co- 
lumbia, 75c. Sitent Nicurt, Ernestine 
Schumann-Heink; No. 6723, Victor, 
$2. O LittLe Town or BETHLEHEM, 
chorus and instrumental accompani- 
ment, Lew White at the organ; No. 
26051, Victor, 75c. Ir CAME UPON A 
Mipnicnt CLEAR, Trinity Choir; No. 
35787, Victor, $1.25. 

Tue First Nowe i and Goop Kinc 
WenceEsLAs, BBC Chorus, organ; No. 
244-M, Brunswick-Columbia, 75c. 
Gop Rest Ye Merry GENTLEMEN and 
Goop CurisTIAN MEN Rejoice, BBC 
Chorus, organ; No. 245-M, Bruns- 
wick-Columbia, 75c. Joy TO THE 
Wor tp, Trinity Choir; No. 20246, 
Victor, 75c. GLory TO GoD IN THE 
Hicuest (from Handel’s ‘“‘Messiah’’), 
Royal Choral Society; No. 11824, Vic- 
tor, $1.50. CuristMAs BELLs and Goop 
Kinc WeEnces As, William H. Reitz; 
No. 20993, Victor, 75c. MEDLEY OF 
CuristMAs Hymns; two choices—No. 
1143-D, No. 2964-D, Brunswick-Co- 
lumbia, 75c. 

CurisTMAs Day (carols—two parts), 
Men About Town; No. 304, Decca. 
Jincie Bers, Harry Reser and Or- 
chestra, No. 264, Decca. O Du Fron- 
LICHE, Lotte Lehmann; No. 23052, 
Decca. THE SONG OF THE Hoty NicutT 
(a Christmas melodrama, in two 
parts); No. 23054, Decca. WuiLe 
SHEPHERDS WATCHED THEIR FLOCks, 
St. Martin’s Choral Society, with or- 
gan; No. 324, Decca. ApEesTe FIDELEs, 
Bing Crosby with Victor Young’s Or- 
chestra; No. 621, Decca. 

CuristmMAs Hymns (harp), Francis 
J. Lapitino; No. 19822, Victor, 75c. 
TALEs OF HorrMAnn and Tue DOo.w’s 
Sone, Milija Korjus; No. 11921, Vic- 
tor, $1.50. 

Six Most PoputAr CuristMAs SE- 
LECTIONS, three records in an envelope 
container; chorus with instrumental 
accompaniment; Lew White at the 
organ; Victor, $2.25. There are also a 
number of delightful recordings for 
children available. Inquire about these 
at your record dealer’s. 
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To Yourself or Your Family 
from DOUBLE DUTY DOLLARS | 


TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS a month every month at 
Retirement Age is something to plan for and dream about. 
When you can guarantee it with Double Duty Dollars, you 
have the ideal plan. 

What are Double Duty Dollars? They are dollars that guar- 
antee your own Retirement Income or, in its stead a Monthly 
Living Income for your family if your life doesn’t run to 
Retirement Age. 

For all of us, life rans on —or it doesn’t. Double Duty 
Dollars pay in either case. With the same dollars you meet 
and save the day—either for those you love most —or for 
yourself if you live to be old. 

Learn about our Double Duty Dollar Plan which will guar- 
antee economic security for your whole family. For descriptive 
illustrative brochure use coupon below. 


Bankers /2/e COMPANY 


DES& MOINES 
A Mutual Legal Reserve Life Insurance Company e Established 1879. 
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to make Bonkers Life Company, Des Moines, lowa 12-B 
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@Millard Sheets, noted American painter, depicts 
Hawaiian women gathering fragrant flowers 
in the early morning for making holiday leis 











The Diary of a Plain Dirt Gardener 


[ Begins on page 4] 


I almost never get it unless I cook 
it myself. So if you saw me going 
toward my scholarly, professorial 
afternoon tasks looking unduly satis- 


fied, you know why. 
DP /8 Now it befell that in re- 
ec. cent days the rain has 
fallen, temperature has risen, snow 
has melted, and ground is soft once 
more. This Saturday afternoon the 
opera was coming over the radio. It 
had just reached the point where 
Siegfried or somebody pulls the 





“First job this morning 
was to get the tree up” 


magic sword from the tree and be- 
gins to harmonize about the feat, 
when my conscience did begin to 
pull at me. I wasn’t in the tree, tho. 
I was in my easy chair. 

There were still some roses outside 
to be covered up. Maybe I could get 
it done. But brother, it was so dark 
and damp outside. It was wet. I was 
afraid I was going to have a sore 
throat. How pleasant it was indoors. 
Then the opera is so cultural, don’t 
you know. 

“*Get out, you lazy cuss,” says my 
conscience. “Don’t you know that 
this may be the last day before April 
that you can work the ground?” 

So with much groaning, I put 
aside my pipe, donned old duds, 
hied me to the tool shed for the 
spade. It was a bit muddy outside 
but, strangely enough, not too much 
so; and I found that it was possible 
to work in the ground. I labored un- 
til every rose had been made ready 
for winter by heaping 6 to 10 inches 
of soil around it, except six that ’'m 
leaving for an experiment that may- 
be [Pll tell about later. 


Dee. 19 There was a_ special 


Christmas service at the 
church at 5 this afternoon, with 
songs and a candle-lighting cere- 
mony. The altar and choir loft had 
been decorated beautifully with 
evergreens and candles. Upon invi- 
tation, I went in ahead of time and 
took some flashlight pictures of these 
decorations. 

We had invited some friends to 
stop at our house for tea after the 
service. The tea Maggie served 
turned out to be hot chocolate. For 
sandwiches, she had made advance 
preparation by having a pork back- 
strap roast for dinner. A backstrap, 
if you don’t know, is the long strip 
of lean cut out from the portion that 
would otherwise be made into pork 
chops. This, sliced cold and thin, 
made excellent sandwiches for the 
men, while the women had some 


with orange marmalade and the like 
for filling. 

Then—hurray—Maggie brought 
in a big plate of brownies. This 
dainty little cooky square, with nuts 
in it, is one of her specialties. (Note 
—I wanted to put in here her recipe 
for brownies. “That would be fool- 
ish,” says she. ““The recipe can be 
found in the Better Homes & Gardens 
Cook Book and most everybody 


has that.’’) 
Not being sure as to 
Dec. 23 how the ee would 
treat me for Christmas, I went out 
and bought myself my own present 
this afternoon—to wit, some more of 
those garden gloves I’ve been using 
for 10 years or more. I keep them, 
too, by the fireplace, by the fur- 
nace, and in the car. I know the 
men who make them, so as we drove 
by the factory I stopped and had 
the benefit of having my gloves 
picked out by Charles Salt, the vice- 
president of the glove company. 
The boys were with me and we 
went on to the Burwell Nursery, 
where we selected our live Christ- 
mas tree. For this we picked a Black 
Hills Spruce that was already dug 
and in a green tub. I like this spruce 
better than the Norway Spruce 
more commonly used, for it’s more 
compact and stiff and so holds up 
the decorations better. We tied it on 
behind the car and drove slowly 


home with it. 

First job this morning 
Dee. 24 was to get the tree in 
the living-room and on a square box 
as pedestal. Then Maggie covered a 
sheet over the whole to form a white 
base. She and the boys set to work 
to put on the trimmings. 

Some time afterward, Maggie did 
fall into a great rage. I had prom- 
ised to take the day off and help her 
get the house all cleaned up for 
Christmas. I cleaned my study first. 
Then, instead of tackling the down- 











GARDENS 
in the CLOUDS! 


Up: "WAY up—40, 50, 60, 70 
stories up, with the blue sky for a 
background, and often wet-kissed by 
the cloud mists, are some of the most 
beautiful formal gardens in the 
world—New York’s modern hang- 
ing gardens of Babylon. 

You'll want to see them after 
you’ve read Sterling Patterson’s 
story of these roof-top wonders in 
next month’s Better Homes G& Gardens. 











use CASCO, the master Woodworkers’ 


@ Why put up with wobbly furni- 
ture, broken toys or anything that can 
be glued, when with CASCO you can 
repair them so easily and permanently 
—at so little cost? 

Just mix CASCO with water and you’re 
ready to make /ifetime glue-joints. A 
different kind of glue, CASCO sets 
chemically, forms a bond that resists 
heat and moisture. 

Easy to use...CASCO makes any man 
an expert handyman. 


- FREE REPAIR GUIDE - 


Shows how to fix furniture, lug- 
gage, books, boats, trailers, etc. 36 
illustrated pages. Write your name 
and address on a penny post card 
and mail it to— 

CASEIN COMPANY OF AMERICA 
350 Madison Avenue 
Dept. A-1238 
New York, N. Y. 


“PASCO 


WEATHERPROOF 
POWDERED CASEIN GLUE 


10c to 65c at Hardware Stores 



















SOILLESS WINTER GARDEN Postpaid $1.00 


Eateg growing Bulbs and Flowers in your home 

his winter by the new Nutrient Solution method. 
Onter includes Miracle Grow Chemicals to make 10 
gallons Nutrient Solution which contains the neces- 


sary elements for plant growth; 16 Tulip. 
Hyacinth, Narcissus, Lily and other bulbs 200 seed 
of assorted Winter’ Flowers; Baron eraser 


on. Strawberry seed; 6 Vine and Shrub 
outa 22 Dackage of of forcing Radish. This com- 

NTER Gate ith cultural directions for growing in 
our home this wi without earth, postpaid for one dollar. 
ATISFACTION. "GUARANT EED 


GARDNER NURSERIES, Route 4, Box 5, Osage, lows. 


GROW HYACINTHS 
INDOORS 


with STASSEN HYACINTH CUPS 
Fit any glass or jar—iast for years 
GIFT-SET INCLUDES 
4 Mother size DUTCH HYACINTHS 
(White, Pink, Blue, & Yellow) and 
4 Hyacinth CUPS—simple instruc- 
tions. Ppd. 
“ee FLORAL RDE 
ROSLYN HEIGHTS, N. Y. 
LUEBERRIES Ganamentac 
ORNAMENTAL 
Be the first to raise CULTIVATED BLUE- 
BERRIES. The coming sensation. Very orna- 
mental. Exquisite white blossoms; leaves change 
from green to red; grows 6 ft. tali. Eat delicious 
jumbo sized berries with cream. Two to four 
bushes — n supply average family with mouth- 
xoleries blueberry season. Big money-maker for planters. 
i from 50c to Tse a quart. Fully desori in our entales « of 


ae 100 real bargains in plants, trees and shrubs. Write no 
Whitten-Ackerman Nursery, Bex 15, Bridgman, Mich. 


DON'T MISS PAGE 6 


STRAWBERRIES 


so 8 Rerey-boe De- 
Best Methods. 
Plante, Varieties: Pre- 





















2A mier, Fairfax, Dorsett, Catskill, 
etc. ‘Copy Free. Write today. 
The Discerning Mirror will 
give you light on or encourage 
settlement of your spiritual 


THE W. F. ALLEN CO. 
problems Specimen page free. 


305 W. Evergreen Ave., Salisbury, Md. 
THE HAVEN OF GRACE, Lakewood, New Jersey 





BUY DIRECT FROM MANUFACTURER 


PICKWICK YARNS, Stamford, Conn., Desk BH 
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ZINNIAS —Sutton’s Giant Double 


per packet 63c. and 38c. 














By Appointment 
to the late 
King George V. 














Flowers from Sutton’s Seeds have made the 
reputation of the English Garden. For a special 
show next season, plant Sutton’s Seeds, which are 
obtainable from : 

The WAYSIDE GARDENS, Mentor, Ohio 
and R. H. MACY & CO., INC., 34th Street and 
Broadway, New York City. 

Catalogue from Mr. G. H. Penson, Dept. B.1, 
P.O. Box 646, Glen Head, Long Island, N.Y. 35 cents, 
postage paid. 

Next time you are over, we would like you to 
come and see the Sutton Trial Grounds at Reading 
—only 40 minutes from London. 


Orders may be sent direct to: 


SUTTON & SONS, Ltd.,Dept. B.1, Reading, England 





THE NATURAL FRAGRANCE “4 
OF YOUR FAVORITE FLOWER! 


Fine Perfumes That Recreate the 
Aroma of your Garden The 
fragrance of the flower ‘fleids of 
France, Southern Europe and 
California, where our flower 
seeds are grown, is yours in these 
accurate flower odors. Already a 
success, because they're not just 
floral names, but natural floral 
odors! Carnation, Lilac, Lily-of- 
the-Valley, White Rose, Red Rose, 
Lavender, Heliotrope, Geranium. 


Special Xmas Offer: 
4 ounce(2 drams)of any 
feed beautifully boxed. 
ostpaid US A, $1.00. 
Seadhenh s Seed Store ne cee-eree- 
10 W. Randolph, Chicago, lil. table bottle 


AMERICA’S FOREMOST FLORAL AUTHORITY 
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y Brand 
"5 PEONIES 


Here one has the World's 












as Mee Greatest and most up-to-date 

2 os stock of Peonies to choose 
“4 =~ trom—70 acres of the “Cream 

: of this Flower” with 70 years of 

experience back of it. . .Amer- 

ica’s largest collection of French “10 

Lilacs. An immense collection of ‘‘down 

to date” Irises. FREE CATALOG, fully nye) 

describing Brand Famous Peonies, French 

Lilacs, Irises, new flowers, etc. is yours 

for the asking. Write for your copy today. 








BRAND PEONY FARMS, Inc. 


131 E. Division St., 


2YR.010 
, FIELD 


Faribault, Minn. 





act atcy eh ge GUARANTE<cD! 
Your money back if you are not entirely satis- 
ted wits with ie aorgates Tes Collection in- 





1.00 t Nect 
eenkery FARMS DEPT. R20, WAXAHACHIE, TEXAS 


| ) FLOWERING SHRUBS 
= different shrubs, 2 years old, 18 





© 24 in., all labeled true to name. 
Best varieties, fine for foundation 
or lawn planting. Our choice of var- 
iet‘es, guaranteed to please. 10 Ever 
riosenien Roses $1, 1 yr. all different. 4 Evergreen 4 yr. old, 
Trans. $1.00. Write for bargain « — og. Big cash discount for 
early orders or will ship express C. O. D. if you prefer. Examine 
stock before you pay. Write now. 
Whitten-Ackerman Nursery, Box 25, Bridgman, Mich. 





Succeed in Landscaping 
Send for FREE book on landsca 
training. Study at home, earn while 
learning. Profitable career; men, wom- 
en. Give age, occupation. 
American Landscape School. 
6017 Grand Ave., Des Moines, ‘la. 





. Dahlia-Flow 
4 ‘ellew, Lavender Rese, a 15e-Pkt. 
h, all 4 postpal for 10c! 
Burpee’s Seed Catalog free. 
Burpee Co., 255 Burpee Bide. Philadelphia 
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stairs, bless my soul, if the spirit 
didn’t move me to set to work clean- 
ing the attic and basement. This 
brought on the storm. “‘Of all the 
days in the year to clean those,”’ she 
exploded. Mebbe she was right, I 


don’t know. 

This is the one day in 
Dec. 25 the year when no Son 
clock is needed. David, 9 years old, 
makes the finest little substitute 
alarm you ever saw. Heaven only 
knows how early it was when he 
was out of bed, downstairs pell-mell, 
and shouting. So I had to get up, 
too, and hurry down in bathrobe 
and slippers. We opened the pack- 
ages under the tree. One of mine 
that needs special mention is a new 
beaten-brass basket Mother sent me 
to carry kindling wood to the study 
fireplace. Maggie promptly filled it 
with kindling, tho, and put it by the 
living-room fireplace. We had a 
breakfast of scrambled eggs and 
toast on the tea wagon in the living- 
room before it was daylight. 


Doe J From time immemorial 

? this has been the evening 
I devote to casting up the yearly ac- 
counts and making an inventory to 
see where we stand financially. But 
tonight I’ve been smoking my pipe 
and catching up on reading garden 
publications. 

What’s the use of figgering? The 
bank account doesn’t hold enough 
to pay all the bills that will begin 
coming in with next Monday’s mail. 
My pocketbook is worn and flat. Be- 
sides, it’s raining. 

So that’s why I’m seeking forget- 
fulness tonight. And, brother, the 
garden publications are full of cheer 
and hope and promise right now. 
I’ve been reading about all the new 
things, and the urge to answer some 
of the ads for catalogs is strong. I 
suppose next I'll be making a list of 
what I ought to buy next spring. 

Gosh—I just mustn’t forget to or- 
der some of that Veronica Blue 
Spire and some of those new odor- 
less marigolds and .. . but no, I shall 
restrain myself. This surely is no time 
for such unseasonable enthusiasm. 











Wee Little - - - 
Nice Little - - - 
Big Little - - - 


- = Small Houses 


To THOSE who’ve pleaded, “‘ Give 
us, please, a house for a small family, 
a small lot, and a small purse,” we 
give not one, but FOUR. 

They’re BIG little elfins of houses 
—dapper and pocket-size, but big in 
elbow room and value for a small 
price. 

See these small houses in next 
month’s Better Homes & Gardens. 
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WE FOUND*‘A WEALTH OF 
IDEAS AND INFORMATION 
IN THIS VALUABLE BOOK”’ 





Each month of the year, thou- 
sands of families planning to 
build new homes receive this 
helpful book — Home Owners’ 
Catalogs—without cost or other 
obligation. It contains up-to-date 
facts and information about 
modern building materials, equip- 
ment and furnishings made by 
prominent manufacturers. It will 
be sent by mail, prepaid, to those 
who comply with the restric- 
tions given below. 


iiiae 


mias' 


Typical sections from Home Owners’ Catalogs. 
eereers RESTRICTIONS «eens 


Home Owners’ Catalogs will be sent only to owners 
who plan to build — or modernize — homes for 
ir own occupancy within 12 months, east of 
the Rocky Mountains, costing $4000 or more for 
construction, exclusive of land. Every application 
must be accompanied by a personal letter giving 
(1) description of proposed home, (2) when you 
will build, (3) location, (4) expected cost, a 
(S) name and address of architect, if selected. 
EVERY APPLICATION WILL BE VERIFIED 
BY A DODGE REPRESENTATIVE. 
BHaG-12-38 


F. W. DODGE CORPORATION, 
119 West 40th St., New York, N. Y. 


I hereby apply for a copy of Home Owners’ 
Catalogs — which is to be sent prepaid, without 
cost or obligation — in accordance with above 


restrictions. My letter is attached. 

PNR bo.ccotncnetessanence ences oe 
Street. .?:. Ce aeoeetcsecsesovcecdece 
Ge ncsacecasccedecccccasecontérs : 
BD. « ccnsnsaees PEs cctccccscces 
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WITH THE WEEK-END GARDENER 


REG. U. 8. PAT. OFF. 


Tools I'd 
Hate to Do Without 


Favorite garden tools are 
something like fountain pens. We 
grow accustomed to their peculiari- 
ties and we don’t like to trust them 
to others. This trait, tho well nigh 
universal, isn’t especially admirable. 
Probably The Week-End Gardeners’ 
League should view it with alarm, for 
not many implements are likely to 
be damaged by a brief excursion into 
the territory of a temporary master. 

What gives us pause, I suspect, is 
fear that a few hours of borrowing 
may stretch into days and that, just 
when we need spades or rollers or 
lawn mowers for our own floral de- 
votions, we shan’t be able, without 
injury to our neighbors’ feelings, to 
borrow them back again. 

In my own neighbors, I’ve always 
been lucky. None has ever been an 
habitual tool-borrower. 
Sull, that fact doesn’t 
altogether relieve me of 
shame at my stinginess. 
I seldom lend tools. In- 
stead, I give them away. 
It’s a sop to my con- 
science and, at the same 
time, I know of no 
quicker cure for incipi- 
ent lend-me-itis; nor a 
more amiable gesture 
toward the garden- 
minded individuals on 


my Christmas list. **. .. my seed-flat 
presser-downer” ennials. Long and thin 


Naturally, you would 
not expect me to pass 
out my special pets. No 
sir; that’s not human nature. To pro- 
tect the pets, I release something I’ve 
weighed in the balance and found 
wanting. I buy tools the way women 
buy antiques (a kind of disease) and 
a good many manufacturers send me 
samples for testing, besides. Just be- 
cause I don’t care much for some 
jigger doesn’t mean the recipient 
won’t think it hot stuff. Right now, 
I’m stuck with a trick weeder, which 
strikes me as not worth a dime a 
dozen. Yet I know thousands of peo- 
ple have bought this tool during the 
past year or so and have been de- 
lighted with it. The sucker who gets 
it from me will be tickled pink. 


However, if you think for a mo- 
ment I'd give away my seed-flat 
presser-downer, you’re mistaken. 
It’s a simple thing. Just a smooth 
piece of wood with a handle on it; 
just an added convenience when 
raising from seed. At the outside, its 
value would be represented by a 
five-cent piece. But I made it my- 
self. I’ve used it for years. I like the 
heft of it and I wouldn’t take a 
pretty for it. What’s one man’s joy 
is another’s junk. 

Neither would I part with my bat- 








ILLUSTRATIONS ALSO BY THE WEEK-END GARDENER 


tered “hole-in-one”’ plant-setter any 
quicker than I’d yield up a wisdom 
tooth. I acquired this tool a long 
time ago—the first year it came on 
the market, if I remember correctly 
—and since then it’s been my con- 
stant companion. It’s grand for mak- 
ing just the right sort of flat-bot- 
tomed holes for bulbs (there’s a hol- 
low dibble, also, that’s pretty slick), 
and, in transplanting seedlings, it’s 
the cheeriest little helper you ever 
clapped an eye on. Not only will it 
rapidly twist out ideal holes for 
potted annuals, but with it you can 
remove seedlings from flats (when 
they’re planted rather far apart) 
with so little disturbance to the root- 
lets that the youngsters rarely expe- 
rience a moment’s check in growth. 
The hearts of plenty of my flower- 
loving friends have been 
gladdened at Christ- 
mastime by duplicates 
of this gadget. But the 
original is still in my 
possession; and there it 
no doubt will remain. 

To pry my post-hole 
shovel from me would 
be no easy task, either. 
Not that I excavate 
many holes for posts. 
Rather, the tool seems 
about perfect for mov- 
ing and separating per- 


and slightly rounded, 

the blade slips thru the 
dirt swiftly and easily lifts out with 
generous earth ball an established 
clump. For cutting many types of 
crowns into divisions for replanting, 
this shovel is quite satisfactory; tho 
for some the fingers, assisted by a 
transplanting fork, to me seem best, 
while for others—such as dahlia 
tubers and iris—I prefer a chip 
knife, sharpened to razor edge. 


Fork and spade and rake are es- 
sentials, of course. I don’t seem to 
mind lending the first two; and, 
since I recognize my screwiness in 
objecting to handing over so simple 
an instrument as a rake, I keep a 
pair of them. One’s a handsome item 
my children, or anyone, can bang 
around with impunity. The other 
has its ancient handle 
polished smooth by years 
of gripping; this I like 
and you touch it at your 
peril! A versatile tool is 
the rake. Its back is as 
useful in leveling as are 
its teeth in pulverizing. 
In consideration of the 
amount of work expected 
of it, maybe I’m not be- 
ing too unreasonable in 





hanging on like grim death to an old 
crony I can depend on. 

To my sorrow, I undertook last 
spring to say ““Good-by”’ to another 
old friend, a small cultivator. In 
heavy loam I'd been trying out 
some more recent models and I was 
so pleased with the performance of 
the diamond-point soil-flow culti- 
vators and pull-hoes that I con- 





**... the youngsters rarely ex- 


perience a check in growth”’ 


cluded I could dispense with an 
obsolete tool. Marion Barker was 
having lunch with us that day. Most 
of the time she’d filled the air with 
lamentation. She’d been tending her 
border, it seems, and her hoeing had 
brought on an acute attack of “‘ gar- 
dener’s back.” 


**Look here,”’ I said in a spirit of 
lofty altruism, “‘you don’t have to 
chop out weeds nowadays. [’ll pre- 
sent you with a cultivator that works 
by just pulling it thru the soil with a 
gentle, sweeping motion. . . . Don’t 
thank me. I’ve an improved one.” 

Big-hearted of me, wasn’t it? Oh, 
sure. But, when growth later in the 
season had narrowed the working 
space in the flower beds, I discov- 
ered my reflexes to be so conditioned 
to the weight and balance of my lit- 
tle old outmoded cultivator that 
happiness eluded me until I’d pur- 
chased another exactly like the one 
I'd so grandly given away. 

No Lady Bountiful impulse, I’m 
certain, will ever victimize my 
round-pointed flower-gathering 
scissors. They’re as much a part of 
my gardening personality as my 
overalls; in fact, they live in a pocket 
when not on duty. There are several 
types (all of them good) designed 
primarily to cut and hold flowers. 
For ladies who glory in arrange- 
ments, they’re noteworthy gifts. 

Men like them, too. Mine act as 
right and convenient pruners. Will- 
ingly, they execute jobs 
ranging from snipping 
back Mugho Pine to re- 
moving peony buds. 
Lacking them, Id feel as 
incomplete as a recently 
constructed home with- 
out a mortgage. Not even 
the most callous of tool- 
borrowers would want to 
embarrass me to that ex- 
tent, now would he? 


**. .. my hole-in- 


one plant-setter” 
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